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M1733: COSMETIC CYLINDER STAINING (ALL MILWAUKEE-EIGHT MODELS)

Reason for Revision
Refer to Table 1.

Table 1. Document History
Revision (Rev) DescriptionRevDate

Initial release-2026-08-24

Purpose for Service Bulletin
This bulletin informs dealers that cosmetic staining or etching
on the inside of the cylinder bore does not have an impact on
engine performance, oil consumption, or overall functionality.
This bulletin provides example images of cylinders with cosmetic
staining, and images of cases where cylinder replacement
would be recommended.

Definition
Cast iron liners are susceptible to staining. This is more
common on new cylinders where the lubricant additives have
not yet had the ability to condition the inside diameter of the
liner. Repeated short start or idle events without allowing the
engine to reach operating temperatures will generate water in
the engine oil, which will promote staining.

Required Dealer Action
Table 2. Required Dealer Action

RequiredDescriptionCategory

Must Perform Repair1

Repair If Presenting Symptom2

Feature Pack-
Customer/Dealer Paid3

Informational Purposes Only4

Best Practices

If cosmetic cylinder staining or etching is present on the inside
diameter of the cylinder bore, but the cylinder still has proper
cross hatch and no surface oxidation, it is not
recommended to replace parts. The example cylinders below
were returned warranty parts that were evaluated to confirm
that size, form, surface finish, blow-by performance, and engine
performance were as expected. See Figure 1 through Figure
4 for examples of acceptable components.

Cylinder replacement for staining alone IS NOT a
warrantable condition.

2112006

Figure 1. Cosmetic Cylinder Staining

2112007

Figure 2. Cosmetic Cylinder Staining

NOTE
In the interest of preserving customer safety and satisfaction, always check for outstanding recalls whenever any motorcycle is brought into your dealership for either maintenance or service.
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2112008

Figure 3. Cosmetic Cylinder Staining

2112009

Figure 4. Cosmetic Cylinder Staining

See Figure 5 through Figure 7. If the cross hatch is
compromised or oxidation build-up is present on the liner or
piston ring pack, then the piston and cylinder replacement
IS a warrantable condition.

2112010

Figure 5. Oxidation

2112011

Figure 6. Oxidation

2112012

Figure 7. Oxidation
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Vehicles Affected
2017-Later Milwaukee-Eight Models

Markets Affected
All markets affected.

Repair Procedure
In the appropriate service manual, see:

• Engine > Troubleshooting > COMPRESSION TEST /
CYLINDER LEAKDOWN.

AND

• Engine > Troubleshooting >DIAGNOSESMOKINGENGINE
OR HIGH OIL CONSUMPTION
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