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SERVICE BULLETIN

Continued...

CAUTION: VEHICLE SERVICING PERFORMED BY UNTRAINED PERSONS COULD 
RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY TO THOSE PERSONS OR TO OTHERS.

Subaru Service Bulletins are intended for use by professional technicians ONLY. They 
are written to inform those technicians of conditions that may occur in some vehicles, 
or to provide information that could assist in the proper servicing of the vehicle. Properly 
trained technicians have the equipment, tools, safety instructions, and know-how to 
do the job correctly and safely. If a condition is described, DO NOT assume that this 
Service Bulletin applies to your vehicle, or that your vehicle will have that condition.

Subaru of America, Inc. is  
ISO 14001 Compliant

ISO 14001 is the international standard for 
excellence in Environmental Management 
Systems. Please recycle or dispose of 
automotive products in a manner that is friendly 
to our environment and in accordance with all 
local, state and federal laws and regulations.

	 NUMBER:	 12-276-26

	 DATE:	  03/16/26

APPLICABILITY:	 2026 MY Solterra
		  2026 MY Uncharted
		  2026 MY Trailseeker

	 SUBJECT:	 Front License Plate Installation Procedure

ATTENTION:

GENERAL MANAGER	 q

PARTS MANAGER	 q

CLAIMS PERSONNEL	 q

SERVICE MANAGER	 q

IMPORTANT - All 
Service Personnel 
Should Read and 
Initial in the boxes 
provided, right.

© 2026 Subaru of America, Inc.  All rights reserved. 

INTRODUCTION:
This bulletin announces a revised installation procedure for the front license plate bracket. The 
updated procedure is to eliminate any gap between the upper edge of the bracket and the vehicle 
body. 

IMPORTATANT NOTE: ALWAYS use the applicable bracket and hardware designated for specific 
models. 
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SERVICE PROCEDURE / INFORMATION:

TRAILSEEKER:

NOTE: Trailseeker bumpers have a lip located within the bracket mounting area. 

STEP 1: The front license plate bracket and two self-tapping screws are installed in the rear luggage 
storage area during assembly. The procedure below outlines the installation process for the front 
license plate bracket.

STEP 2: Locate the dimples located on the front bumper assembly (circled in the image below). 
These dimples will align with the mounting holes on the front license plate bracket.

STEP 3: Align the dimples with the license plate bracket mounting holes as shown below.

STEP 4: Using the supplied self-tapping screws, mount the bracket to the bumper while maintaining 
proper alignment. Torque the self-tapping screws to 2.6 N·m.

CAUTION: DO NOT overtighten the self-taping screws. 
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STEP 5: Install license plate to bracket with no longer than 15mm bolts. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: If the bolts are longer than 15mm they will contact the bumper cover 
creating gap between the bracket and body.

END 

SOLTERRA & UNCHARTED:

STEP 1: Align the dimples with the license plate bracket mounting holes and temporarily install the 
license plate base on the vehicle using the two self-tapping screws.

NOTE: DO NOT fully tighten the self-tapping screws, as overtightening may damage the bumper. 
Perform temporary tightening at a torque of 2.5 N·m or less.

STEP 2: Scribe a circle on the front bumper where the plate-to-base hardware is located and remove 
the base from the bumper.
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STEP 3: Drill 20 mm holes at the center of the scribed marks.

STEP 4: Realign the dimples with the license plate bracket mounting holes and install the self-
tapping screws. Torque both self-tapping screws to 2.6 N·m.

CAUTION: DO NOT overtighten self-tapping screws.

END

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:
•	 SOA strongly discourages the printing and/or local storage of service information as 

previouslyreleased information and electronic publications may be updated at any time.
•	 Always check for any open recalls or campaigns anytime a vehicle is in for servicing.
•	 Always refer to STIS for the latest service information before performing any repairs.
•	 There have been no changes made to the Labor Time Guide regarding this procedure. 


