
Bulletin Number: 06-79-20;  Date: 08/31/20         Page 1 of 4
Continued...

CAUTION: VEHICLE SERVICING PERFORMED BY UNTRAINED PERSONS COULD 
RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY TO THOSE PERSONS OR TO OTHERS.

Subaru Service Bulletins are intended for use by professional technicians ONLY. They 
are written to inform those technicians of conditions that may occur in some vehicles, 
or to provide information that could assist in the proper servicing of the vehicle. Properly 
trained technicians have the equipment, tools, safety instructions, and know-how to 
do the job correctly and safely. If a condition is described, DO NOT assume that this 
Service Bulletin applies to your vehicle, or that your vehicle will have that condition.

Subaru of America, Inc. is  
ISO 14001 Compliant

ISO 14001 is the international standard for 
excellence in Environmental Management 
Systems. Please recycle or dispose of 
automotive products in a manner that is friendly 
to our environment and in accordance with all 
local, state and federal laws and regulations.

 NUMBER: 06-79-20

 DATE: 08/31/20

APPLICABILITY:  2010-14MY Legacy and Outback

  2008-16MY Impreza

  2013-17MY Crosstrek

  2009-20MY Forester

  2008-20MY WRX  

 SUBJECT: Availability of New Master Cylinder to Brake Booster Seal Kits

  To Address Hard Brake Pedal Feel

INTRODUCTION:
This bulletin announces availability of new master cylinder application shaft seals.  The seal is 
located on the back of the master cylinder but, its purpose is to retain vacuum inside the power brake 
(Master Vac) booster.  Over time and repeated washing of the engine / engine compartment, moisture 
can cause surface rust to develop on the booster at the insertion point of the master cylinder.  In some 
cases, this can result in a VERY slow loss of vacuum stored in the booster and cause the brake pedal 
to have a harder feel than what the operator may be used to after starting or restarting the engine.  
Once the engine is started, stored vacuum in the booster is regenerated and brake pedal feel returns to 
normal as power assist is restored. 

PRODUCTION CHANGE INFORMATION:
This bulletin will be revised with the starting VIN information for these new seal kits when it 
becomes available.

PART INFORMATION:

Description  Part Number Application

MASTER CYLINDER 
KIT

26449FJ002 Legacy / Outback

26497AG011
Impreza / Crosstrek

26449FJ061

26497AG011
Forester

26449FJ071

26497VA001

WRX26449VA021

26449VA031
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REMINDER: Always order the most up-to-date replacement                                                                                                                            
parts based on the specific VIN being repaired.

The new Kits contain: 1 new seal, 1 packet of SILICONE grease, 1 packet of FLUORINE grease and 
Instructions.

SERVICE PROCEDURE / INFORMATION:

REMINDER:  Customer satisfaction and retention starts with performing quality repairs.

Although procedures for master cylinder removal / replacement and seal replacement are unchanged, 
there is a new procedure for application of the 2 greases supplied in the kit which MUST be followed 
prior to reinstalling the Master Cylinder onto the booster.  Always refer to the applicable Service 
Manual and review the full requirements of the repair being performed.  Service Manual procedures 
contain information critical to performing effective repairs the first time, every time.  This includes 
but is not limited to important SAFETY precautions, proper inspection criteria, necessary special 
tools, required processes and related one-time-use parts needed for a complete and lasting repair.

• CAREFULLY remove the master cylinder assembly from the brake booster following the 
procedure in the applicable Service Manual.  IMPORTANT REMINDER: Always cover any 
surrounding painted surfaces with clean cloths or a fender cover to protect them from any spilled 
brake fluid.

• Remove the existing seal from the back of the master cylinder OR from its bore in the front of the 
brake booster and discard.

• Using a mild solvent on a clean shop cloth, clean any surface rust, grease or contamination from 
the seal bore on the front of the booster, master cylinder primary piston, machined surfaces of the 
master cylinder where the New Seal will be installed and the common mounting surfaces where 
the master cylinder mounts to the booster.  

GREASE APPLICATION:  Figures 1 and 2 below show where to CAREFULLY apply the 
two new greases included in the Seal Kit.  The FLUORINE grease packet is labeled for easy 
identification. 

Figure 1



Bulletin Number: 06-79-20;  Date: 08/31/20         Page 3 of 4

Continued...

Figure 2

Booster
New 
Seal

New Seal Inner 
Diameter

Apply the FLUORINE grease to:
• The New Seal bore of the brake booster 
• The OUTSIDE diameter of the New Seal
• Use ALL the FLUORINE grease supplied in the packet.

Apply the SILICONE grease to:
• The outside of the master cylinder primary piston
• The INSIDE diameter of the New Seal (sealing for the primary piston surface).

VERY IMPORTANT:  When applying the greases and during reassembly, DO NOT allow them to 
come into contact with each other.

• CAREFULLY Install the New Seal by hand until it is fully seated against the back of the master 
cylinder as shown in Figure 1 above.

• CAREFULLY reassemble the master cylinder onto the booster in reverse order of removal and 
tighten the retaining nuts as follows:

 ○ H4 models: 13 N·m (1.3 kgf-m, 9.6 ft-lbs.)
 ○ H6 models: 25 N·m (2.5 kgf-m, 18.4 ft-lbs.)

• Reinstall the master cylinder in reverse order of removal and bleed the brake system following the 
procedures in the applicable Service Manual.

• ALWAYS road test the vehicle when repairs are complete to confirm proper brake system 
operation before releasing it back to the customer.
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WARRANTY / CLAIM INFORMATION:
For vehicles within the Basic New Car Limited Warranty period or covered by an active Subaru 
Added Security Classic or Gold plan, this repair may be submitted using the following claim 
information:

Labor Description
Labor 

Operation #
Labor 
Time

 Fail Code 

BRAKE MASTER CYLINDER AND SEAL R&R B533-211 0.4
QBV-33

BLEED BRAKE SYSTEM C533-101 0.6

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

• SOA strongly discourages the printing and/or local storage of service information as previously 
released information and electronic publications may be updated at any time.

• Always check for any open recalls or campaigns anytime a vehicle is in for servicing.

• Always refer to STIS for the latest service information before performing any repairs.


