CSC-10043231-9812






2

BLUE BIRD

The tie rod assembly on Hendrickson front axles used on all Blue

Bird Visions has undergone two changes since the introduction of
the Vision. The changes were not reflected in Blue Bird part num-
bers because the tie rod assemblies are interchangeable. Howev-
er, the First Generation tie rod ends are not interchangeable with
the Second or Third Generation tie rod ends, resulting in different
Hendrickson assemblies for individual subparts and assemblies.
Blue Bird published S0705 Hendrickson Tie Rod Ends on May 14,
2007 to identify these changes and provide part numbers for our
customers. It is possible, however, that a First Generation tie rod
end (which had a long cross tube) may have been installed into
a Second or Third Generation (which has a short cross tube) on
chassis built after July 2005.

Hendrickson Tie Rod

MODELS AFFECTED: All Blue Bird Visions (BBCV)

CORRECTIVE ACTION

Inspect all Tie Rod Ends and/or Tie Rod End/Cross Tube assemblies,

installed or purchased since July 2005. Inspect tie rod end thread
engagement into cross tube. If threads do not extend past the end
of the slot in the cross tube or if any gap exist between the tie
rod end and the end of the cross tube slot, contact your Blue Bird
Service Parts Representative for replacement parts.

QXIS Always follow all Federal, State, Local, and
Shop safety standards and use proper safety equipment
when performing repair, replacement and service proce-
dures.

QXSYIINID The threaded portion of the tie rod end must
extend past the slots in the tie rod cross tube, failure to do so
can cause component to fail causing loss of vehicle control
and possible personal injury or property damage.

Itis critical that the threaded
portion of the tie rod end extends
past the slots into the tie rod tube. —|
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First Generation Tie Rod Ends

First generation tie rod ends were used on Blue Bird Visions from
its launch date to mid July, 2005. This tie rod end can be identi-
fied by a “notch” in the casting very near the rubber bushing. The
replacement part numbers for this style tie rod end are 0063810
(Left) and 0063811 (Right).

Notch In Casting
0063810 Left Tie Rod
0063811 Right Tie Rod

Per Hendrickson Technical Bulletin SEU-0223 Tie Rod End Replace-
ment Kits Revision B dated May 2007, the tie rod assembly and tie
rod ends for these parts are obsolete and are no longer available.
The entire tie rod assembly must be replaced. Per Hendrickson
Technical Bulletin, Hendrickson Tie Rod End part number 66699-
001 (Blue Bird 0094365) replaces Hendrickson Tie Rod End part
number 59948-001, 59948-002 or 59948-006. Per Hendrickson
Technical Bulletin, Hendrickson Tie Rod End part number 66699-
003 (Blue Bird 0118467) replaces Hendrickson Tie Rod End part
number 59948-004 or 59948-005. Note: The tie rod part number
is located on the tie rod cross tube. Select the correct replacement
for your vehicle.

QXSSP DO NOT use a First Generation tire rod end with
a Second or Third Generation cross tube. Refer to Hendrickson

WARNING about proper tie rod end thread engagement into cross
tube.
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Second Generation Tie Rod Ends

Second generation tie rod ends were used on Blue Bird Visions
from mid July, 2005 to July, 2006. This tie rod end can be identified
by stiffening ribs on the top and bottom of the casting between
the threads and the rubber bushing. The Blue Bird replacement

gﬁi(f)f;é‘ziﬁgfi:’.sne Rod part numbers for this style tie rod end are 0107621 (Left) and
0107622 Right Tie Rod 0107622 (Right).

Third Generation Tie Rod Ends

Third generation tie rod ends were used on Blue Bird Visions from

July, 2006 to present date. This tie rod end can be identified by a
Flat Surface flat area on the top of the casting very near the rubber bushing.
0118432 Left Tie Rod The Blue Bird replacement part numbers for this style tie rod end

0118433 Right Tie Rod .
are 0118432 (Left) and 0118433 (Right).

The tie rod ends for the Second and Third Generations are inter-
changeable even though visually they are different shapes and are
from different manufacturers.

QLXINIY(D Always install the correct Hendrickson parts and
follow Hendrickson instructions for replacing the tie rod ends
and/or tie rod assembly.
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