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SAFETY RECALL NOTICE

March 1, 2011
RE: New Safety Recall Notice- Arvin Meritor Recall Number 10E-057
Dear Featherlite Trailer Owner:

This notice is sent to you in accordance with the requirements of the National Traffic and
Motor Vehicle Safety Act.

Featherlite, Inc. has determined that a defect, which relates to motor vehicle safety, exists
in certain Featherlite trailers equipped with Arvin Meritor axles. This defect involves low
bearing durability life in certain vehicle applications.  This could result in degradation of
the bearing grease, thereby potentially resulting in a bearing failure and subsequent
wheel-end fire,

Your trailer has been identitied as included in this recall. Unfortunately replacement
product will not be available until April 2011, Please take remedial action on your trailer
using procedure TP-0860 which is attached. If you determine that your trailer has any of
these indices or the ABS warning light on the instrument panel illuminates, it maybe an
indication of the cartridge bearing prematurely wearing out. All ABS system warnings
need to be investigated as soon as possible. If, upon inspection, you do observe any of the
failure indications identified above, you should still make arrangements with Arvin
Meritor’s OnTrac Performance Plus Call Center at 866-668-7221 to have the repair
completed as soon as possible. Once the replacement product becomes available,
ArvinMeritor will contact you to bring your trailer to an appropriate service tacility for
hub replacement.

To correct this condition:

Contact; On'Trac Performance Plus Call Center, follow the menu system for the
appropriate language and select option 5

Phone: 1-866-668-7221

Fax:  248-435-5580

Email:  ontrac@dArvinMeritor.com
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You may also contact Featherlite, Inc. at 877-903-1444 to obtain assistance. If you
believe that Featherlite, Inc has failed or is unable to remedy the defect without charge
within a reasonable time, you may submit a complaint to:

Administrator
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
1200 New Jersey, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
i

or call the toll free number:
Vehicle Safety Hotline at (800) 424-9153

We regret any inconvenience, which this action may cause you. This program is being
carried out to ensure your safety.

Your prompt attention to this important matter is appreciated.
Sincerely,

Bruce McConnell

Customer Service Manager

Featherlite, Inc.

Encl.




MERITOR.

an ArvinMeritor brand

Technical Bulletin

Hazard Alert Messages

Read and observe all Warning and Caution hazard alert messages in
this publication, They provide information that can help prevent
serious personal injury, damage to components, or both,

A\ WARNING

To prevent serious eye injury, always wear safe eye protection
when you perform vehicle maintenance or service.

Park the vehicle on a level surface. Block the wheels to
prevent the vehicle from moving. Support the vehicle with
safety stands. Do not work under a vehicle supported only by
jacks. Jacks can slip and fall over, Serious personal injury and
damage to components can result,

A\ ASBESTOS AND NON-ASBESTOS

FIBERS WARNING
Some brake linings contain asbestos fibers, a cancer and lung
disease hazard. Some brake linings contain non-asbestos
fibers, whose long-term effects to health are unknown. You
must use caution when you handle both asbestos and
non-ashestos materials.

A\ CAUTION

A unitized hub is permanently sealed and lubricated as an
assembly. Do not attempt to remove the hub bearings, seals or
lubricant. You cannot service or reinstall these components
back into a unitized hub. Damage to components can result.
Removal of the long-life bearings, seals or lubricants from the
Meritor TL model unitized hub will void the warranty.

TP-0860
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Procedures and Intervals to
Inspect the Wheel Ends and
Tighten the Spindle Nuts on
Meritor TL Series Trailer Axles
with Unitized Wheel Ends

How to Obtain Additional Maintenance
and Warranty Information for TL Series
Trailer Axles with Unitized Wheel Ends

Refer to Maintenance Manual MM-0420, Trailer Axles with Unitized
Wheel Ends; and Maintenance Manual 14, Trailer Axles. For
warranty information, refer lo publication SP-95155, Commercial
Vehicle Systems Warranty. To access these publications, visit
Literature on Demand at arvinmeritor.com.

How to Obtain Parts

Call ArvinMeritor's Commercial Vehicle Aftermarket at
£88-725-9355. To abtain Snap-0n™ tool, part number TFTFM932,
contact www.snapon.com.

Inspection and Maintenance Intervals
by Service Applications

The following is intended as a general guideling for scheduled
wheel-end inspections. Note that the recommended frequency of
these inspections depends on such service factors as the
environment, mileage, speed and loading.




Inspection Intervals

Application Description Intervals

Linehaul High mileage, over 60,000 miles per year, Every 100,000 miles (160 000 km) or
On-road service; operated on concrele, asphalt, maintained 12 months, whichever comes firs.
gravel, crushed rock, hard/packed dirt, or other similar Some Examples: Haulers (auto, bulk, grain,
surfaces; moderale grades. elc.), general freight, tanker,
More than 30 miles between stopping and starting.

General Service Lower mileage, usually less than 60,000 miles per year. Every 100,000 miles (160 000 km) or

Generally on-road service, with usually less than 10%

off-road.

Usually 3 miles between stopping and starting.

12 months, whichever comes first,

Some Examples: Intermodel chassis service,
auto hauler, flatbed.

Heavy Service

0n- and off-road service, with usually 10% or more

off-road.

Moderate to frequent stops and starts, usually up to

10 stops per mile.

Scheduled Maintenance
Inspect the wheel end for smooth rotation, movement and seal leaks

at each hrake reline or regularly scheduled preventive maintenance.

ABS Warning Signal

Inspect the wheel end for smooth rotation, movement and bearing
end play if a driver reports that an ABS light has been coming on
and ABS diagnostics indicates excessive sensor gap.

Basic Hub Inspection
Perform the following procedure for each wheel end on the trailer.
1. Wear safe eye protection.

2. Park the trailer on a level surface, Use a jack lo raise the trailer
until all of the trailer tires are off the ground. Place safely
stands under the trailer frame or axles. Do not use a jack to
support the trailer,

3. Rolate the wheel assembly to check for signs of unusual
resistance or roughness from the bearing. Listen lor a
low-pitched grinding sound as you rotale the assembly. Use
care lo determine whether sounds heard are coming from the
bearing and not from Ihe brake components or dust cover.

e [f unusual resistance or noise is detected: Replace the
hub. Refer to Replace the Hub for correct procedures.
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Maderale mileage, usually less than 60,000 miles per year.

At tire replacement,
At brake reline.

Every 30,000 miles (48 270 km) or 2 months,
whichever comes first.

Some Examples: Flatbed trailer hauler, log
hauling, equipment hauling.

Grasp the tire and wheel-end assembly at the 12 and

six o'clock positions. Check for vertical and horizonlal
movement. With your hands, apply approximalely 50 Ib (23 kg)
of force to the assembly. You should not feel or see any
looseness or movement, Figure 1.

s |f you feel or see movement at the tire circumference:
Proceed to the Detailed Hub Inspection procedure.

= |f no movement is detected: Proceed to the Quick Clamp
Load and Inspection procedure.

(16579)
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Quick Clamp Load and Inspection
Procedure
1. Remove the hLll}Cﬂp.

2. Use a screwdriver to release the stakes from the stake washer
flange. Figure 2.

40043060

8. Grasp the tire and wheel-end assembly al the 12 and six
o'clock positions. Check for vertical and horizontal movement.
With your hands, apply approximately 50 Ib (23 kg) of force to
the assembly. You should not feel or see any looseness or
movement. Figure 1.

e |f you feel or see movement at the tire circumference:
Proceed the Detailed Hub Inspection procedure.

NOTE: You must stake the stake washer to the spindle nut in three
positions.

9. Use a hammer and staking tool (Figure 13) to stake the slake
washer to the spindle nut in three positions. Bend the washer
to the stake profile as shown. Figure 3 and Figure 4.

3. Remove spindle nut and stake washer,

4, Inslall a new stake washer (part number AM21225514),

5. Inslall new spindle end nut (part number AM21225405) onlo
the spindle.

A\ WARNING

You must rotate the hub COUNTERCLOCKWISE while you
tighten the spindle nut to the specified torque. If you do not
rotate the hub during the tightening procedure, the spindle nut
can loosen, and the bearing may not seat correctly, which can
cause the wheel to separate from the vehicle during operation.

Serious personal injury and damage to components can result,

NOTE: Disregard the lorque values embossed into the ouler face of
the spindle nut. Tighten the nut 1o the values specified in Step 6
helow.

6. Tighten the spindle end nul to 810-850 Ih-ft
(1100-1150 N-m) while rotating the wheel and hub
COUNTERCLOCKWISE. Do not back off the nut after lightening.
Re-clamp and mark the spindle nul position relative to the
spindle. For fulure service, use the marks to show il the nut
has rolated. €9

/. Rotale the wheel assembly to check for signs of unusual
resistance or roughness from the bearing. Listen for a
low-pilched grinding sound as you rotate the assembly. Lse
care o delermine whether sounds heard are coming from the
bearing and nol from the brake components or dust cover.

« |funusual resistance or noise is detected: Replace the
huh. Refer to Replace the Hub for correct procedures.

4006751

Stake washer
edge is cut
as shown.

4006752h

Figure 4

10. Clean the hub end surface and hubcap flange prior to
reassembly of the hubcap.

11, Install the hubcap with a new gasket (part number
2208-B-1172). Install new hubcap capscrews. Tighten the
hubcap capscrews in a crisscross pattern to 15-30 -t
(20-40 Nem). €

TP-08G0
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Detailed Hub Inspection

1. Follow the wheel manufacturer's instructions to remove the
tire, wheel assembly and brake drum.

2. It necessary, remove the hubcap.

e |f this is not the first inspection: Check the mark on the
spindle nut and spindle to see if the nut has moved.

¢ |f the mark has moved, then the nut was not previously
tightened enough: Clean the threads.

3. Attach the magnetic base of the dial indicator to the spindle,
Touch the dial indicator stem to the hubcap mounting surface,
Figure 5.

4. Set the dial indicator to ZERO. Do not rotate the wheel end.
Place your hands al the nine and three o'clock positions.

_l'_?i

Push the unitized wheel end straight IN, Note the reading. Then
pull the wheel end straight OUT. Note the reading.

e |f the total movement of the dial indicator is less than
0.003-inch (0.08 mm): Follow instructions 2 through 11 in
the Quick Clamp and Load Inspection procedure.

¢ [f the total movement is 0.003-inch (0.08 mm) or
greater: Proceed to the Thread Inspection procedure.

IP-0860
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Thread Inspection

Perform the following procedure for each wheel end on the trailer
with end play at the hub greater than 0.003-inch (0.08 mm) or
wheel movement greater than 0.04-inch (1 mm).

1. Use a screwdriver to release the stakes from the stake washer
flange. Figure 6.

Fil
2. Remove the spindle nut from the spindle end. Figure 7.

4004310b

Figure 7

3. Check the spindle threads. Figure 8.

e |fthe threads are not free running, and a limit of two
threads are damaged: Repair the threads with a thread
file (Snap-0n™ lool, part number TFIFM932, or equivalent).

& [f there are more than two threads damaged: Replace
the axle heam. Reler to Maintenance Manual 14 for the
procedures.

(16579)
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STAKE
WASHER

A004304a

Figure 8

4. Clean the spindle threads and nut threads.,

Install a new stake washer (part number AM21225514) onlo
the spindle.

w

6. Install the spindle end nut (part number AM212254056) onto
the spindle.

4\ WARNING )
You must rotate the hub COUNTERCLOCKWISE while you
tighten the spindle nut to the specified torque. If you do not
rotate the hub during the tightening procedure, the spindle nut
can loosen, and the bearing may not seat correctly, which can
cause the wheel to separate from the vehicle during operation.

Serious personal injury and damage to components can result.

NOTE: Disregard the torque values embossed into the outer face of
the spindle nul. Tighten the nut to the values specified in Step 7
helow,

7. Tighten the spindle end nut to 810-850 Ib-1t (1100-1150 Nem)
while rotating the wheel and hub in a COUNTERCLOCKWISE
direction. Do not back off the nut after tightening. Mark the nut
location relative to the spindle. Figure 9. €9

Rotate the hub
while turning
the spindle nut.

40043150
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8. Check for wheel-end movement to ensure the wheel end
rotates freely as described in the inspection procedure. Verify
end play is less than 0.003-inch (0.08 mm) by following Steps
3, 4 and 5 of the Detailed Hub Inspection procedure.

s |f end play is greater than 0.003-inch (0.08 mm):
Replace the hub. Refer to Replace the Hub for correct
procedures.

NOTE: You must stake the slake washer 1o the spindle nut in three
positions.

9. Use a hammer and staking tool (Figure 13) to slake the slake
washer lo he spindle nut in three positions. Figure 10 and
Figure 11.

A006751h

Stake washer
edge is cut
as shown.

40067520

10. Clean the hub end surface and hubcap flange prior to
reassembly of the hubcap.

11, Install the hubcap with a new gasket (part number
2208-B-1172). Install new hubcap capscrews. Tighten the
hubcap capscrews in a crisscross pallern lo 15-30 Ib-ft
(20-40 Nam). 40
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Replace the Hub
Refer to Maintenance Manual MM-0420 for correct procedures.

Contact ArvinMerilor's Commercial Vehicle Aftermarket at
BA8-725-9355 for the correct hub replacement part number.

NOTE: Previous versions of TL hubs may or may nol have an Q-ring
on the inhoard side of the hub. All replacement hubs will include an
(-ring. This O-ring must be installed with the replacement hub
regardless of previous hub arrangement,

1. Ensure the O-ring (part number AM120502747) between the
bearing carlridge and the spindle shoulder is inserted into the
groove and in place when the hub is installed. Figure 12.

Staking Service Tool

0O-RING
ok 1 o ué&"ﬂ’%x.;
INBOARD SIDE OF HUB
WITH O-RING SEATED 40067550

2. Check the spindle to ensure there is NOT an extra Q-ring,
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2135 Wesl Maple Road

Iroy, MIABOBA LISA

B66-Onlrac! {GGE-7221)
arvinmeritor.com

imformation conlained m His publication was in effect al the time the publication ves approved for prnting and 15 subject (o
change vathoul notice or habibly. Mentor Heavy Vehicle Systems, L, reservis Hhe right 1o revise e information presented o
to discontinue the production of parls described al any time.

Copyright 2011 [P-0860
ArvinMeritor, Inc Revised 02-11
All Rights Reserved Frinted in USA (165749)

R o B U R T A




