
1  

1 

September 1, 2010 

no number assigned  

Independent Protection Company, Inc., Turtle Top Division 

Janet L. Kercher-Dudley, Standards Engineer 

(574)831-4340 X146 (574)831-4349 

Janet L. Kercher-Dudley, Standards Engineer 

August 30, 2010 

1 

10V-400 
(7 pages)

Kelly.Schuler
Received



2  

2 

Turtle Top 2005-2009 Spirit (MFSAB Terra Transport) 

   10-27-04  7-31-09 

Various Various 

Bus Bus  

Vehicles contain restraint barriers manufactured by Freedman Seating Company, (part numbers 15198 or 38764), 

that were made between 2005 and 3-4-2010. 

2 



3  

3 

Spirit (MFSAB Terra Transport) 2005 24 

36 

100% 

on affected barriers built between 2005 and March 2010.  Freedman included information on Turtle Top  

the body numbers did indeed have the recalled equipment installed in the vehicles.   Freedman notified  

the NHTSA of the defect on a 573 Defect and Noncompliance Report. 

Announcement on recalled equipment was sent to Turtle Top from Freedman Seating with information  

purchase orders for the affected barriers with Turtle Top vehicle body numbers .  Based on this  

information from Freedman, Turtle Top cross-referenced the body numbers to sales records to verify  

Spirit (MFSAB Terra Transport) 2006  6 

Spirit (MFSAB Terra Transport) 2007  2 

Spirit (MFSAB Terra Transport) 2008  2 

Spirit (MFSAB Terra Transport) 2009  2 
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information not furnished by the equipment manufacturer 

maximum allowable limit per the FMVSS 222 specification; possible injury could result in the leg  

none available 

 

Freedman Seating Company 

4545 West Augusta Boulevard 

Chicago, IL  60651 

(773)524-2440 

David Klopp, Director of Engineering 

Affected restraint barriers sold and installed as original equipment on various buses internally contain  

steel a plate with an incorrect gage of steel.  From Freedman’s 573 Defect and Noncompliance Report,  

it states that “Freedman has determined that certain barriers with a thicker 14 gage back plate may  

not meet the leg protection zone performance requirements of FMVSS 222.” 

 

4 

 

Due to the thicker gage steel material, in an impact situation, the resisting force is above the  

protection zone area if an occupant’s knee contacts the noncompliant restraining barrier. 
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#6 = Defect.  From Freedman’s 573 Defect and Noncompliance Report, note the following “On January 14, 2010,  

to the leg protection zone performance requirements of FMVSS 222.  The resisting force at two impact locations 

Freedman has supplied to Turtle Top a copy of a remedy procedure for repair of the restraint barriers and  

developed a repair kit to supply to customers at no charge.  Turtle Top will notify affect vehicle customers  

of the potential condition and instruct customers to take their vehicle to their Turtle Top distributor to  

have the remedy performed on the restraint barriers free of charge or the kit can be installed by the vehicle  

 

 

a 2009 TCI Rondak MFSAB bus was tested at MGA Research Corporation in Burlington, Wisconsin (“MGA”) 

 

 

owner.  Repair kits can be ordered directly from Freedman Seating Company or Turtle Top. 
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on the vehicle’s left front restraining barrier, which is located directly behind the driver’s seat, were above the  

maximum allowable limit of 2,669N (S5.3.2.2) . . . Subsequent tests by Freedman revealed that when the barriers 

performance requirements of FMVSS 222.  Freedman has determined, however, that certain barriers have a thicker 

14 gage back plate.  These barriers with a thicker back plate may not meet the leg protection zone performance 

are manufactured to Freedman’s specification, (with an 18 gage back plate), the barriers meet the leg protection zone  

requirements of FMVSS 222.”  
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The remedied component assembly with have the correct 18 gage steel back plate installed or the foam  

retrofit kit.  The recalled restraint barriers may or may not have the correct back plate. 

Per Freedman’s 573 Defect and Noncompliance Report, note the following “All barriers shipped 

The procedure describes how to remove the barrier cover, install a foam piece, and replace the cover. 

Photos are included with the remedy procedure. 
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Remedy procedure is titled “Freedman Seating Company Barrier Foam Retro Kits (Part #s 15198 & 38764).” 

Once Turtle Top’s 573 Defect and Noncompliance Report and accompanying Draft Notification Letter has  

been approved by the NHTSA ODI, then Turtle Top’s customers (distributorships) and vehicle owners 

will be promptly notified of the safety recall and it’s remedy procedure.  

 

 

after March 4, 2010 have been manufactured to Freedman’s specification and therefore, meet the leg 

protection zone performance requirements of FMVSS 222.” 
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