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Headlining Rivets
MODELS AFFECTED: 2010 D3FE All American School Buses manufactured at Fort Valley, Georgia

from January 19, 2009 through May 13, 2009.

ISSUE

On some units, the rivet spacing may be incorrect in some seg-

ments of the rear headlining and rear upper inner panel joint, re-

sulting in noncompliance with FMVSS 221, School Bus Body Joint 

Strength.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

Inspect the rivet spacing at the joint and install additional rivets as 

required by specification.

[WARNING] Always follow all Federal, State, Local, and 

Shop safety standards and use proper safety equipment 

when performing this procedure.

PROCEDURE

	 1	 Park vehicle on level surface, apply parking brake, remove  

ignition key and chock wheels. 

	 2	 Inspect rivet spacing at rear headlining and rear upper in-

ner panel joint. Joint must have a minimum of four rivets in an 

eight inch segment.

	 2.1	Place the template over the joint and parallel to the edge 

of the headlining panel, allowing roof rivets to be exposed 

through the opening in the template as shown.

	 2.2	Move the template from one side of the headlining panel 

to the opposite side.

	 2.3	If a segment in the rear headlining panel joint contains 

less than four rivets, additional rivets are required. Mark 

each area that requires additional rivets. Rivets should be 

spaced on approx. 2” centers.

	 2.4	If additional rivets are required; add additional rivets be-

tween the largest spaces until a minimum of four (4) rivets 

have been added in the 8 inch segment.

	 3	 Using a short 7/32” drill 

bit, drill a hole through the 

headlining panel and the rear 

upper inner panel. Be sure to 

drill hole on a common center-

line with existing rivets.

2” 
Typ.

	 4	 Install pre-painted rivet/s in each hole. 

	 5	 With the correct color paint, touch up the center of each 

rivet where the stem was removed during installation.

	 PART NUMBER	 QUANTITY	 DESCRIPTION

	 01549211	 As Required	 Rivet, Cherry, SSPVH-204-4 

PARTS LIST
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