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INNOVATIVE TRAILERS, INC. 

Februarv 6. 20@'b. ". 

Administrator of En lorcernent 
Office of Defects 111\ cstigation 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
400 Seventh Street S.W. 
Washington. D.C. 2():,l)() 

Re:	 Defect Information Report in accordance with 49 CFR § 573.6, concerning 
certain wheel end studs supplied by B&D Thread Rolling and assembled into 
hubs shipped to Arvin Meritor OEM and Aftermarket customers between April 7. 
2008 and Ma;. 19.2008. 

NHTSA file: EQOH-O 13 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Innovative Trailers. Inc. submits this Defect Information Report in accordance 
with 49 CFR ~ :,n.6. The information is presented to correspond to the sub­
paragraphs or section ~ 573.6(c). 

Information Rcquested under S573.6(c)(1) 

This report is submitted by: 

Innovative Mox ing Floor Trailers. Ltd. dba Innovative Trailers, Inc.
 
PO Box 662':;
 
Texarkana. TX 7:'505-6623
 

Information Requested under § 573.6(c)(2) 

The affected motor vehicle equipment are wheel end studs supplied by B&D 
Thread Rolling. 10555 Haggerty Road. Dearborn, MI 48126 to Arvin Meritor, 
Inc.. 2135 West Maple Road, Troy, MI 48084-7186. Innovative Trailers, Inc. 
purchased these studs from Arvin Meritor. 

Information Requested under § 573.6(c)(3) 

Arvin Mcritor determined that 4 axles with the faulty wheel studs had been sold to 
Innovative Trailers. Inc. during the period described earlier. 
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INNOVATIVE TRAILERS, INC.
 

Information Requeskd under § 573.6(c)(4) 

Innovative Trailcrs. Inc. determined that 100% of the above mentioned population 
of axles purchased from Arvin Meritor did contain the faulty wheel end studs 
described in 11lL' paragraph immediately below. 

Infonnation Requt:skd under § 573.6(c)(5) 

The suspect \\ heel end studs were improperly tempered. potentially rendering 
them brittle ;lI1d susceptible to fracture. If one wheel stud fractures. the remaining 
wheel studs an: required to carry more load. If left in this loading condition, the 
remaining \,hCL'1 studs may also fracture even if they are properly manufactured. 
The time between initial holt fracture and subsequent bolt fracture will be 
dependent on loading and duty cycle and is unpredictable. 

Information Requestcd under § 573.6(c)(6) 

5/30/0S: Arvin Meritor contacts Innovative Trailers. Inc. with the 
information of the defective wheel end studs and requests response 
to the situation. 

5/30/OR: innovative Trailers. Inc. verbally reports back to Arvin Meritor 
that the axles/faulty studs have been contained in house. 

Wheel Bolt Containment Tracking Sheet was faxed across to Arvin 
Mcritor shortly Thereafter. 

6/25/08 lnuovative Trailers. Inc. receives Defect Information Report from 
'\r\'in Meritor. 

7/2/08 Faulty studs were returned to Arvin Meritor 

Information Requested under § 573.6(c)(7) 

No issues exist for non-compliance with a motor vehicle standard. All faulty 
wheel end studs received from Arvin Meritor were identified and remedied 
promptly. 
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INNOVATIVE TRAILERS, INC.
 

Information Request.:d under § 573.6(c)(8) 

All faulty wheel end studs sold to Innovative Trailers, Inc. by Arvin Meritor were 
contained at our location and were never distributed to any of our customers for 
end use. The -l LI:,IeS were identified in our shop and were repaired as per Arvin 
Meritor's instructions. The Wheel Bolt Containment Tracking Sheet provided to 
Arvin Meriior details the axle information and location in-house at the time of 
containment. Please see the attached document. 

We trust that the information provided in this document is fully responsive to the 
requirements of 49 ClR ~ 573.5. All additions or modifications to any of the information 
given will he reported promptly to NHTSA. Any questions with respect to the 
information provided should he directed to the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Innovative Trailers. II1L. 

Ronnie Gibson 
Purchasing Manager 

Enclosures 
Wheel Bolt Containment Iracking Sheet 
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INNOVATIVE TRAILERS, INC. 

Fchruary 6. 2()()l) 

Delia Lopez 
Department or Iralhl1l11'lation 

Dear Delia. 

In regard to the Ii.llioll lip email received from you on 2-17-09. [am supplying a list of 
the VIN numbers 01' lilL' trailers that the axles in question were installed on, As stated 
before, all axles \\CrL' corrected prior to shipment to our customers. therefore, no owner 
letters arc necessar) . 

1'1'1 VIN# MO[)I~I, YEAR AXLE SERIAL # 

1/~2B4521KI100~~~ SFS-45 2008 FRK00494153 
\/~2A422..f0TI0l)().~X SDS-42 2009 FRKOO494154 
1/l)2B..f52KK11')l)~~l) SFS-45 200K FRKOO494155 
1/~2i\~52()XT I \)\)~~(: SDS-45 200K FRKOO494156 

I hope this complete- IllL' recall process. Please let me know if there is any other 
informat ion I hal \\L' IlL'L'cI 10 supply. 

Sincerely. 

714 FALVEY, P.O. BOX 6623, TEXARKANA, TEXAS 75505·6623 Ph. (903) 832-6684 Fax (903) 832-6909 
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