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Heater Hose Shield
MODELS AFFECTED: SBCV Conventionals Manufactured from November 21,1985 through

September 14, 1993 with an optional heater hose connector on the driver’s side of the bus.

ISSUE

Per state specification, certain Blue Bird conventional buses were 

built with an optional firewall heater hose connector on the driv-

er’s side of the bus. An optional driver’s side close out panel or 

heater hose shield was not ordered and installed in conjunction 

with the firewall connector. In the event of heater hose rupture on 

the driver’s side of the firewall, hot engine coolant may come in 

contact with the driver and cause personal injury.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

Install flexible steel tubing over the heater hose.

[WARNING] Always follow all federal, state, local and shop 

safety standards, and use proper safety equipment when 

performing this procedure.

PROCEDURE

	 1	 Park bus on a level surface, apply parking brake, turn off 

engine, remove ignition key and chock wheel.

[WARNING] Always allow ample time for the engine and 

coolant to cool before working on the cooling system. Excer-

cise extreme care when removing the radiator cap. Vent ra-

diator cap pressure slowly. Engine coolant is toxic and is an 

eye and skin irritant. Protective gear should be worn when 

working with this substance. Engine coolant is a threat to 

the environment. Dispose coolant in conjunction with all ap-

plicable federal, state, and local laws.

	 2	 Drain sufficient amount of coolant from the cooling system 

to drain the pressure and return hoses from the firewall connector 

to the left front heater connector.

	 3	 Remove panels as required to access the left heater hose 

connections.

	 4	 Remove clamps and heater hose between the firewall con-

nector and the heater.

	 5	 Measure the heater hose removed and cut a new hose the 

same length. Discard old hose and clamps.

	 6	 Cut a piece of flexible steel tubing 1 3/4 inches shorter than 

the new heater hose. Remove all sharp edges and burrs from the 

flexible steel tubing with a round file.

	 7	 Slide the heater hose inside the flexible steel tubing.

	 8	 Slide the constant torque clamp onto each end of the new 

heater hose. Then install the new heater hose and flexible steel 

tubing onto the connectors at the left front heater and at the fire-

wall connector. Torque constant clamps to 45 in-lb.

	 9	 Repeat same procedure on the adjacent line.

	10	 Refill the engine coolant removed earlier.

	11	 Bleed Heaters:

	11.1	 With the engine stopped and a cool engine, remove the 

radiator cap.

11.2.	 Start engine and operate at 1800 to 2000 rpm.

11.3.	 Locate the ¼ inch black tube with a bleed valve.  Place 

the open end of the bleeder tube into filler neck of dea-

ration tank.

11.4.	 Open the bleeder valve.

11.5.	 Add 50/50 premix coolant as required during this pro-

cess to maintain the coolant level.

11.6.	 Operate the engine with the bleeder valve open until all 

air has been purged from the system.

11.7.	 After the air has been purged and solid stream is present, 

turn off the bleeder valve and store the bleeder line.

11.8.	 Install the radiator cap.

11.9.	 Operate the engine until the thermostats open. Stop and 

let engine cool.

11.10	 Recheck coolant levels and top off with approved 50/50 

premixed coolant
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G	12	 Check for coolant leaks.

	13	 Reinstall all access panels that have been removed.

	14	 Place bus back in service.

PROCEDURE

	 PART NUMBER	 QUANTITY	 DESCRIPTION

	 2007847	 6 Feet	 Tubing, Flexible Steel,

	 	 	 1-1/2” ID x 1-5/8” OD

	 1143866	 6 Feet	 Hose, Heater, 1” ID, Silicon

	 1894799	 4	 Clamp, Constant Torque, 1”

Flexible Steel Tubing

Clamp Heater Hose

Tube

.25”
Minimum

1.25”
Minimum

Detail
Typical for Firewall and 

Heater Connections

To 90 BTU

Left Hand Heater

Firewall Connection
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