
RECEIVED 
2007 SEP. - 1 0  AM 9:30 

DEFECTS INVESTIGATION 
RECAI,I, MGMT DIV. 

S E N T  VIA I'ACSlh4ILE (202) 366-7882 & E-MAIL ---- 
Attn: Mr. George Person 

I t i :  1 

Septcniber 5 ,  2007 

07V-409 
(2 Pages) 

liccal l Managcn~c~lt Ilivision 
Office of Defects Jnvcstigalion (WET;-1 1 I )  
Safety Assurance 
Nalioiial High~vay Traffic Safely Administration 
1200 New Scrscy Ave SE 
11.'. ,is .I ilngton. ' D.C. 20590 

I :  Alumir~um Fuel Tank I,ongitudinal I%'cld Seems 
Peterbilt Kecall No.: 807.J 

I-'AC'CAR Inc is furt~isliing notification to NFITSA in accordancc with 49 CFR Part 573 "Defect 
and Nonconipliarlcc Kegorls." This tilotor vehicle safety defcct i~ivolvcs vcl~iclcs rnanuFxlurcd 
1,y thc Pclcrhill clivision of PACCAR Illc. 

Description of the Deftcl 
- 3  I lie lotigiti~din;~l scanis on ccrtain f11el tanks were FabricatecI using an incorrect wcld spced for 
thc given material thickness. This error resulted in a weld which did not co~nplctcly pcnctrato the 
ct~lire material tliickness. Fuel tanks posscssilig this dcfcct could leak diesel f~lcl in  thc evelit of a 
collisiori. 

Ictcntificalion of Affcctcd Vehiclcs 
Pctcrbill Iias idc~itificcl 31 9.2008 year vehicles, lnodcls 367, 386, 387, 358 and 398 
manul'actured beliveen June 36,2007 and July 31, 2007. 

Chronology of Evcnts LcaJillg to Recall 
On July 20, 2007 Peterbill Quality Assurance conducted their monthly fuel tank perfo~mancc 
audit which rcs~~lted in a 150 gallon fuel tank failing the drop lest. Quality Assurance then 
concluc~eii 15  more drop tcsls to understand potential root causes. Subscclucntly, two Inore 
Failures occurred. T11c cailse of the defective welds was deteniiined to be operator en-or. An 
operator or operator(s) inadvertently chose the incorrect welding parameters. On August 7, 2007, 
to valiclatc tllc dercct root cause, additional 150 gallon tanks wcrc fabricated with the correcl 
\\ eld paramctcrs and dropped tested ~villiout any failures. 

Dcscription of Rclnecly 
Pctcrbilt will ilispcct affected vehiclcs aid replace any defcctivc rue1 tank. 



Identification o f  Recall Schedule 
'I'he Peterbilt number lor this campaign is "8075". Peterbilt will administer this recall 

Very tnily yours, 

Kcnneth R. Brownstein 
Senior Cou~~sel  

cc: Patricia Wallace, NHTSA 
Delia L,opez, NI-ITSA 

KRB:kaf 

E-mail: kcu.brownstcin~?~~accar.com 


