
          

  
  

                                                                March 12, 2008   
  
 MR.  BILL COLEMAN 
 CORPORATE RECALL ADMINISTRATOR 
 BLUE BIRD CORPORATION 
 P.O. BOX 937 
 FORT VALLEY, GA  31030 
 

           
 
 
          NVS-215paw 
          07V-586 

 

Subject:  TIE RODAXLE/ARVIN MERITOR 
         
Dear MR COLEMAN: 
 
This letter is to acknowledge your recent amended defect information report dated March 11, 
2008, revising the description, consequence, and remedy for this campaign.  Please review the 
following amended information as this is being made available to the public.  If you do not agree 
with this amended information, please contact us immediately to discuss your concerns. 
 
Mfg’s Amended Report Date:  March 11, 2008 
 
Summary: 
ON CERTAIN MY 2005-2007 WANDERLODGE 450 LXI MOTOR HOMES EQUIPPED 
WITH ARVIN MERITOR AND TRW TIE ROD ENDS, THE TIE ROD ASSEMBLIES 
WERE PRODUCED WITH STEEL TUBING THAT DID NOT MEET DESIGN 
SPECIFICATIONS WHICH COULD RESULT IN FAILURE OF THE TIE ROD 
ASSEMBLY WHEN COACH MILEAGE APPROACHES OR EXCEEDS 100,000 
MILES.  ALSO THE FRONT AXLE CURB WEIGHT MAY EXCEED THE SPECIFIED 
16,000 POUNDS WEIGHT RATING.   
 

 

Consequence: 
THE EXISTING TIE ROD ASSEMBLIES MAY NOT PERFORM AS DESIGNED 
AND MAY DEFORM OR FRACTURE WHICH MAY REDUCE STEERING 
CONTROL AND COULD RESULT IN A VEHICLE CRASH.  IN ADDITION, 
INSUFFICIENT FRONT TIRE INFLATION PRESSURE REDUCES THE WEIGHT 
RATING OF THE FRONT TIRES; AND IMPROPER ALIGNMENT OF THE FRONT 
SUSPENSION CAN CAUSE PREMATURE TIRE WEAR AND SUBSEQUENT 
DEGRADATION OF THE STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF ONE OR BOTH OF THE 
FRONT TIRES. 



 
 
Remedy: 
DEALERS WILL REPLACE THE LEFT AND RIGHT HAND FRONT TIE ROD ENDS 
ALONG WITH A CERTIFICATION LABEL STATING THE CORRECT WEIGHT LIMITS.  
APPROPRIATE REPLACEMENT TIRES WILL BE PROVIDED AND THE FRONT 
STEERING ALIGNMENT WILL BE CHECKED AND CORRECTED, IF NECESSARY.  
NEW TIRE DATA DECALS WILL ALSO BE SUPPLIED.  THE RECALL IS EXPECTED TO 
BEGIN ON MARCH 14, 2008.   OWNERS MAY CONTACT BLUE BIRD AT 478-825-2021. 
 
 
Let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
George H. Person 
Chief, Recall Management Division 
Office of Defects Investigation 
Enforcement 
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