CORPORATION

Mrs. Kelly Schuler v o October 24, 2006
Office of Defects Investigation '
National Highway Transportation
Safety Administration
400 Seventh Street S.W.
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mrs. Schuler:

U.S. Bus Corporation has determined that a noncompliance with a certain Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standard exists; our Part 573 notification form is attached.

Specifically, we were notified about the potential noncompliance by John Finneran of
NHTSA on Monday, October 23, 2006. Mr. Finneran was advised by MGA Research
that a decal required in 571.111, Paragraph 9.3(c) which explains viewing through the
mirrors, was not visible directly from the driver’s seated position with the interior
rearview mirror adjusted. Mr. Finneran e-mailed the test photos for my review and, while
I agree with his findings, it is my determination that this is an Inconsequential
Noncompliance, and does not affect the safety or performance of the vehicle. I will be
mailing a petition for this review soon.

Potentially, this recall, if it occurs, would involve 4,119 school buses, or virtually every
school bus manufactured by U.S. Bus Corporation since its beginning in 1998.

The remedy for this noncompliance would be to mail each end-user a new label and a
photo depicting its proper placement.

The sample customer notification letter to be used will follow by mail.

Sincerely,

Michael A. Sykes, Birector
Product Development

39927 Elizaoeth Street * Richmond, IN 47374  Phone: (765) 939-3984 » Fax: (765) 939-4375
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Form Approved: O.M.B. No. 2127-0004

Safety Defect and Noncompliance Report Guide for Vehicles
ART 57 ec Nonc i !
On Ocroger. 23 189, U.S. Bus BeR  [MFR] decided that (a-defect which relates to-motor
vehiele-safety)(a noncompliance with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. _!!! ) exits in the motor
vehicles listed below, and is furnishing notification to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in
accordance with 49 CFR Part 573 Defect and Noncompliance Reports.

Date this report was prepared _ ©<ToBet 24 Zoo(

Furnish the manufacturer's identification code for this recall (if applicable):

1. Identify the full corporate name of the fabricating manufacturer of the vehicle being recalled. If the
recalled vehicle is imported, provide the name and mailing address of the designated agent as prescribed by
49 U.S.C. §30164.

Us. Bus Coeloeation]

2 Par Macuwe Dawe
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Identify the corporate official, by name and title, whom the agency should contact with respect to this recall.

Micraer, A. S{KES . DitecToa ot Pruouu' Devetofme v

Telephone Number: (1e¥) 94239-3984 Fax No.: _(7¢y) 939-437¢

Name and Title of Person who prepared this report.

MietlAeC A Dysc
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'Each manufacturer must furnish a report, to the Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance, for
each defect or noncompliance condition which relates to motor vehicle safety.

This guide was developed from 49 CFR Part 573, "Defect and Noncompliance Reports" and also
outlines information currently requested. Any questions, please consult the complete Part 573 or
contact Mr. Jon White at (202) 366-5227 or by FAX at (202) 366-7882.



I. Identify the Vehicl Is Involved in 1

2. Identify the Vehicles Involved in the Recall, for each make and model or applicable vehicle line (provide

illustrations or photographs as necessary to describe the vehicle), provide:
199 @ -

Make(s): v.s.Bos Model Years Involved _2c2 e Model(s): Urwease, Swepigs,
Production Dates: Beginning: _#=& _ Ending: _rofz=sfe,

VIN Range: Beginning: Ending:
Vehicle Type: %% Bodystyle:

Descriptive information which characterizes/distinguishes the recalled vehicles from those model vehicles
not included in the recall:

19958
Make(s): _v.S. Bos Model Years Involved o« Model(s): Ynvsats€, Sueoius

\O
Production Dates: Beginning: 1398 __ Ending: __ > /°¢
VIN Range: Beginning: Ending:
Vehicle Type : Scioow Bus Bodystyle:

Descriptive information which characterizes/distinguishes the recalled vehicles from those model vehicles
not included in the recall:
Ve eies Not Invciwoep o e Pecac. Do Mo flase
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Make(s): Model Years Involved: Model(s):
Production Dates: Beginning: __ Ending:

VIN Range: Beginning: Ending:

Vehicle Type: Bodystyle:

Descriptive information which characterizes/distinguishes the recalled vehicles from those model vehicles
not included in the recall:

Identify the approximate percentage of the production of all the recalled models manufactured by your
company between the inclusive dates of manufacture provided above, that the recalled model population
represents. For example, if the recall involved Widgets equipped with certain items of equipment from
January 1, 1996 through April 1, 1997, then what was the percentage of the recalled Widgets of all Widgets

manufactured during that time period.
l bo %o



I1. Identify the Reca

3. Furnish the total number of vehicles recalled potentially containing the defect or noncompliance.

Number of Vehicles
Model Year Potentially Involved
199% 1 12
14919 349 2y
2000 Y Pr q8¥
Zool 429 {29
2001 a4 ygy
2003 Yee 4y’
004 oo Lvo
200" sSYN” sYS
200 55e 588
Total Number Potentially Affected by the Recall: Ya19

4. Furnish the approximate percentage of the total number of vehicles estimated to actually contain the

defect or noncompliance: 100 e

Identify and describe how the recall population was determined—in particular how the recalled models were
selected and the basis for the beginning and final dates of manufacture of the recalled vehicles:

A
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111. Describe the Defect or Noncompliance

5. Describe the defeet-er noncompliance. The description should address the nature and physical location of
the defeet-or noncompliance. Illustrations should be provided as appropriate.
sl s 2.3 (&) Lagel, INSTaUED ons Fror Heaoep

Describe the cause(s) of the defeet-er noncompliance condition.
Agove Srawoa XPLH L I3 e losTAUed “VSIBLE To T

Seatep’ Drivee”.  U.s. Bus CorPogarion VADVERTEMTLY INSTMUED REALVIEW M iRRoL.

1w Adosines) waied, Defenpine on) REWER S AvD Miproe. AOILsTMEAT , Couwd

Blowe. Tre DRwvers view oc s Lager.

Describe the consequence(s) of the defeet-or noncompliance condition.
Unrtrave Dawvel Qoo PossiBly Rewy o CrossvViaw vaentwd 1o Vi EW

Aeds ToTee Sipes _ano lea o By,

Identify any warning which can (a) precede or (b) occur.
owg -~ Nov Bepy care

If the defeet-or noncompliance is in a component or assembly purchased from a supplier, identify the
supplier by corporate name and address.

Ner A("P ucAGLE

Identify the name and title of the chief executive officer or knowledgeable representative of the supplier:




If the recall is for a defect, complete item 6, otherwise item 7.

6. With respect to a defect, furnish a chronological summary (including dates) of all the principle events that
were the basis for the determination of the defect. The summary should include, but not be limited to, the
number of reports, accidents, injuries, fatalities, and warranty claims. “/A

7. With respect to a noncompliance, identify and provide the test results or other data (in chronological
order and including dates) on which the noncompliance was determined.

MolscomPuUAance WAS Derermined oo QOcmpel. 23, 2006. AFER. A Fhoiss Cav

Faom NFTIA avo BE-MAiep PuorTod TALEND oF Veriae RBeEmle Testep 4T
med Leseotcn

V. Identify the Remedy

8. Furnish a description of the manufacturer's remedy for the defect or noncompliance. Clearly describe the
differences between the recall condition and the remedy.

EE_T;@« wourn EMSIST 06 MAILILG A New nga_ o &n'l‘omaz.(, Alore (woTH

A Puagto SHowwe CorteserT Aacomstr of lagel,

Clearly describe the distinguishing characteristics of the remedy component/assembly versus the recalled
component/assembly.

THe Svelecr lager 15 TRe Seme v Bore Gases , oy DiFfcecur LocaTiowns.




Identify and describe how and when the recall condition was corrected in production. If the production
remedy was identical to the recall remedy in the field, so state. If the product was discontinued, so state.

VPor Nenp camioss ofToe Troncemn By NHTSA, U.S. BosiMMED dtery Bécaw Piacive
TMeDezaL [V AN UL OBSTRLTED  L.ockMow o THE AsH, THIS wiw Be tHe

Same A3 e Pemedy,

YL Identify the Recall Schedule

Furnish a schedule or agenda (with specific dates) for notification to other manufacturers, dealers/retailers,
and purchasers. Please, identify any foreseeable problems with implementing the recall.

Urow ecaior oe A Matiis LioT, US. Bus Whne 1mmepatery  Beriy)

Neoemey e Costomens. A Sur Do i € eovicep T HTSA 1y ety
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VII. Furnish Recall Communications

9. Furnish a final copy of all notices, bulletins, and other communications that relate directly to the defect or
noncompliance and which are sent to more than one manufacturer, distributor, or purchaser. This includes
all communications (including both original and follow-up) concerning this recall from the time your company
determines the defect or noncompliance condition on, not just the initial notification. 4 DRAFT copy of the
notification documents should be submitted to this office by Fax (202-366-7882) for review prior to mailing.

Note that these documents are to be submitted separately from those provided in accordance with Part 573.8
requirements.



The Privacy Act of 1974 - Public Law 93-579, As Amended: This information is requested pursuant to the
authority vested in the National Highway Traffic Safety Act and subsequent amendments. You are under no
obligation to respond to this questionnaire. Your response maybe used to assist the NHTSA in determining
whether a manufacturer should take appropriate action to correct a safety defect. If the NHTSA proceeds with
administration enforcement or litigation against a manufacturer, your response, or statistical summary
thereof, may be used in support of the agency's action.
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