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December 15, 204038

Damel O Smiuth. Esq.

tate Administrator for Enforcement
National Highway Tralfic Safety Admivistration
400 Beventh Streer, SW

Washington, DO 205490

Dicar Mr. Smith,

Tlus letter provides additional information rezarding DaimiferChrysler AG™s (IDCAG)
agreement W provide owoers of certaln 20082006 model vear CoClass Mercedes vehicies with

new airbag inflator moduies. As vou know, NHTSA and DOAG have been discussing whal
DAL ;m‘, u os as tesling wrey ularities ulvm jedd by the £ mpany m low risk deplovinent
tesiing for 3 puwml e female crash st dummios in ow-of-position/unbeiied position tests,
While the Company prepares to subimil »I ara Lo llk Agency, wa bave ayreed w provide custommers

with o new module o elimmite any questions o th

The parpose of tus letter i o provide the infirmation neaded by vour staff to assign a campaiun
nanber o ts program, so that MBLSA can begin the mailing of owner notification letlers, The
following sets forth the informaton vou requested:

Deseription of vehicles § ‘)Ewrl* MY 200372006 C-Class velucles equipped with spori-model

L
stecring wheels munulfactured between ?vlu_” 2004 and November 2003,
Number of Vehivles Invobved: Approximately 61000

Percentage of vehicles that will be incloded i the campaign: 100%
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Deseription of the Issue: Earlier this yoar NHTSA began FMVES 208 comphance testing on a
C-Class model eguipped witli the sport a[',,a,mn“ wheel, AUNHTSA testing o date has
vemonstrited comphiance except for a single injury v dlw‘ in some low-risk deployviment tests for
the fiith percentite female erush lest dunmy in the out-ofposition/anbelied portion of the test,

”,

DCAG wdentified uilization of steering columns used in priors testing Et”i§ test dummy positioning
and taping as fuctors DUAG believes may have affected initial test values. NHTSA sufliciently
addressed those factors i its most recent testing. In addition, DCAG wa presented test data and
computer simulation dota demenstrsting, in DCAGs view, that a test mmwl < has likely
affected NHTEA testing, DUAG is continuing te develop data supporting its cantention that the
test resulls bave no real world impact and tha the absence of o neck shield on the test durmnyy
causes unrepreseatative results with the sport steering wheel, However, inn order to assure our
owners there 1s no question of real world safety eonsequences while we conlinue testing and
develop a proposal Tor a possible test chunge, we are notifving all ewners that they should have
their airbug modules replaced with a module thal is designed to be compatible with the existing

NHTSA test

Description of the propesed campaign: MBUSA will ofier owners of the vehicles described
shove a new airbag inflator module at no charge.

Ruﬂ-‘re sentative Copies of Communications with DPealers: MBLSA will forward these as soon
a8 svatlabic

3 %

Representative Copies of Communientions with customers: MBUSA will forward these a

0001 a5 availabile,

F

Please contact this office with the assigned campaign mumber. DCAG Imtends o begin the awner
notifieation program i mid-March 2006,

Sincerely,




