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Safety Defect and Noncompliance Report Guide for Vehicles // fz‘,{ 9/_3 )
PART 573 Defect and Noncompliance Respongibility and Reports'

on A2 70 3005, RFD ComPonerSpvER] decided that a defect which relates to
motor vehicle safety)(a noncompliance with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard

No. ) exits in the motor vehicles listed below, and is furnishing notification to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in accordance with 49 CFR Part 573 Defect

and Noncompliance Responsibility and Reports.

Date this report was prepared: 4&/(70 5T

| 2005

Furnish the manufactursr's identifieation code for this recall (if applicable):

1. Identify the full corporate name of the fabricating manufacturer of the vehicle being
recalled. If the recalled vehicle is imported, provide the name and mailing address of the
designated agent as prescribed by 49 U.S.C. §30164.

Nevae  (orP.

Identify the corpoxate official, by name and title, whom the agency should contact with respect

to this recall.
MarK Kuns bo MareniArs  [WNANAGER

Telephone Number: 260-7S¥-Q€3% . Fax No.: 260 - 75F-9%39

Name and Title of Person who preparcd this report.
Macw  unbo
Masee cacs - MacwssR

Signed:

! Each manufacturer must furnish a report, to the Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance,
for each defect or noncompliance condition which relates to motor vehicle safcﬁy.

This guide was developed from 49 CFR Part 573, "Defect and Noncompliance Responsibility and
Reports” and also outlines information currently requested. Any questions, please consult the
complete Part 573 or contact Mr, George Person at (202) 366-5210 or by FAX at (202) 366-7882,



L._Identify the Vehicle Models Involved in the Recall

2. Identify the Vehicles Involved in the Recall, for each make and model or
applicable vehicle line (provide illustrations or photographs as necessary to describe
the vehicle), provide: ST &208TA 2 035

Suk ez 200 sTezloHsA
Make(s): 2VRE ~TRACModel Years Involved: <°S” Model(s): 3re2.c T4
Production Dates; Beginning:Z /4 5 Endinp: 3 % 25 ?rgz 'zﬁgﬂr

. & e TR2I1Z M-

VIN Range: Beginning: P HWOb Ending: - 4724

Vehicle Type: TRAILER. Bodystyle;:  VnivTIT 7 J2406R

* Descriptive information which characterizes/distinguishes the recalled vehicles from

those model vehicles not included in the recall;
Ot UV TS Gl w7 A Waeel THar MarceeS

The STATED  S(EE OF W STR205/ 755
Make(s): Suee TRAC  Model Years Involved:£ECS~ Model(s): ST 82 I:“ :
‘ o 2{b UV
Production Dates: Beginning: 273705 gnding: 3-10 0§ é:iz,qci’; A-0720

VIN Range: Beginning: _ % desH Eunding: __ #4113
Vehicle Type: T4 ¢E2  Bodystyle: _7i¢ 1Ty TRAILER

Descriptive information which characterizes/distinguishes the recalled vehicles from

these model vehicles not included in the recall:
Oniy U715 EvP) i A LWHEEL THar MATCHES

The SmaeD Sl oF " ST205 /750385 "
Make(s): ¢ ~TRAC.  Model Years Involved; Z%-S Model(s); 57 78255 _
Production Dates: Beginning:z""“’{ Ending: 2 -3 95 sTISI4 157
VIN Range: Beginning: S s Ending: = 430
Vehicle Type: ¢ Bodystyle: UT7¢ 1797 7894 68

Descriptive information which characterizes/distinguishes the recalled vehicles from

thase model vehicles not included in the recall: o
diey s EquiPsd WiTH A (WhHEEC B THAT PATEHES

The STHTED STRE of U ST 205/75315

Identify the approximate percentage of the production of all the recalled models
manufactured by your company between the inclusive dates of manufacture
provided above, that the recalled model population represents. For example, if the
recall involved Widgets equipped with certain items of equipment from January 1,
1996 through April 1, 1997, then what was the percentage of the recalled Widgets of
all Widgets manufactured during that time period.



II. Identify the Recall Papulation

3. Furnish the total Gumber of vehicies recalied patentially cantaining the defect or
nonconipliance.

Number of
Vehicles . 2
Moadel Year 2ccs Potentially
Involved
ST 210 Th @ STRLILGTAT
ST6208TA-B-03g STRZILLVAT
STGL2LIOHSA STR2LIACHS B-O070
STIR12Z LS
ST 1814 LST
ST 212 TA
ST 8212 WSk

Total Number Potentially Affected by the 26
Recall: ———

4, Furnish the approximate percentage of the total number of vehicles estimated to
actually contain the defect or noncompliance:

Identify and describe how the recall population was determined—in particular haw
the recalled models were selected and the basis for the beginning and final dates of
manufacture of the recalled vehicles:
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IIT. Describe the Defect or Noncompliance

-/5. Describe the defect or noncompliance, The description should address the natare
and physical location of the defect ox noncompliance. Nlustrations should be

ﬁ:ﬁ?&f all.)g)ro rlatstIL (/MZ fo a d[(’@ 7LVL, (,Ud@ﬁ L ConSes i ol Fevo
pq,fl“ﬁ /712 Cemter ;s ad]s/: Bk ﬂe Yo /za/aluzc, Aﬁ_ fea iS
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«Describe the cause(s) of the defect or noncompliance condition.

“the wxl4 was ,45[2’601‘&1’ auzé/ ‘(;'Jmof */‘hw(* A §ap exists  Lehopan
+e el bewd gl rm SW;LCC‘

vDescribe the consequence(s) of the defect or noncompliance condition.

'% 1224 /{j & b/?&c k C“- (,/S)qu '4@/ f e f/;l? p‘/é’ 1[‘4 ¢ /\ " “A
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Identify any warning which can () precede or (b) nccur.
f"'S}ZZ Y a[t-'dsge, Cc’.fLVng-' i 70 (i Sk QN.K o

If the defect or noncompliance is in a component or assembly purchased from a
supplier, identify the supplier by corporate name and address.

KFD G;mﬁ,,, vots
57 47 pILL C/‘Cé‘/k (CTAJ/‘:L -
ik, o 45

Identify the name and title of the chief executive officer or knowledgeable
representative of the supplier: . _ —
rep n e supp Pﬁ UL M«' =




IY. Provide the Chronology in Determining the Defect/Noncompliance

If the recall is for a defect, complete item 6, otherwise item 7.

6. With respect to a defect, furnish a chronolagical summary (including dates) of all
the principle events that were the basis for the determination of the defect. The
summatry should include, but not be limited to, the number of veports, accidents,

injuries, fatalities, and warranty claims.

7. With respect to a noncompliance, identify and provide the test results or other
data (in chronological order and including dates) on which the noncompliance was

determined.

See Amacued LeTER3S FRowm P\\:ﬁ ngomem—_g
A FROQ RESS (UE ENG 1nEER B, (NC-

V. Identify the Remedy

8. A description of the manufacturer's program for remedying the defect or
noncompliance. This program shall include a plan for reimbursing an owner or
purchaser who incurred costs to obtain a remedy for the problem addressed by the
recall within a reasonable time in advance of the manufacturer's notification of
owners, purchasers and dealers, in acecordance with §573.13 of this part. A
manufacturer's plan may incorporate by reference a general reimbursement plan it
previously submitted to NHTSA, together with information specific to the individual
recall, Information required by §573.13 that is not in a general reimbursement plan
shall be submitted in the manufacturer's report to NHTSA under this section. If a
manufacturer submits one or more general reimbursement plans, the manufacturer
shall update each plan every two years, in accordance with §573.13. The
manufacturer's remedy program and reimbursement plans will be available for
inspection by the public at NHTSA headquarters.
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9. Furnish a description of the manufacturer's remedy for the defect or
noncompliance. Clearly describe the differences between the recall condition 2nd

the remedy.
Miverreree _(Jive Solfey  RapiscomenT Nl
_Fir moye_ MatermaG THE DeScRWED  jNOENTLE MR
CA AP NES

Clearly describe the distinguishing characteristics of the remedy
component/assembly versus the recalled component/assembly.

NIA | Noe Tees  Were Def€cuE |

Identify and describe how and when the recall condition was corrected in
production, If the production remedy was identical to the recall remedy in the field,
so state. If the product was discontinued, so state.
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V1. Identify the Reca ed

10. Furnish a schedule or agenda (with specific dates) for notification to other
manufacturers, dealers/retailers, and purchasers. Please, identify any foreseeable

problems with implementing the recall.
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YII. Furnish Recall Communications

11. Furnish a final copy of all notices, bulletins, and other cormmunications that
relate directly to the defect or noncompliance and which are sent to more than one
manufacturer, distributor, or purchaser. This inclades all communications
(inclnding both original and follow-up) concerning this recall from the time your
company determines the defect or noncompliance condition on, not just the initial
notification. 4 DRAFT copy of the notification documents should be submirted to this

office by Fax (202-366-7882) for review prior to mailing.

Note that these documents are to be submitted separately from those provided in
accordance with Part §79.5 requirements.
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Boyn, ur April5,2005 - Tiugn
ATTORNEYS AT LAW - S
- , , Wil AR :
A The Associate Administrator for Enforcement, ATTS A ys
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration poero S G
Thomay E. Warrick® 400 Seventh Street, SW LRI LVES TiGATION
gﬂ\f’vv DQBOV: Washington, DC 20590
James Y. Woodsma .
: hias Gil OSE-03t (FPas.
n?r’::]:al;a G, H;s:: RE: RFD Componeuts, Inc. Defect Report F 7
Timathy 8. Shelly .
Wiljern D. Het .
Dagn ‘Eﬂ.”Llaaze:;y Dear Sir:
Willam L. Law, 11**
*Admittad n Minois, I represent RFD Components, Ine. (“RFD")which is hereby notifying you
rotadrited in Mierigan of a defect in a wheel assembly. Each of the information set out below
e s Mo corresponds with 49 CFR Part 573.6(c).

not admittad in Michigan

1. The reporting entity is RFD Components, Inc., 516 Pine
Creek Court, Elkhart, Indiang 46516, telephone nutmber: (574) 295-3939, The
contact name is Paul Minne, President.

2. Five defective wheels were reported to RFD. All five of
the defective wheels were stamped with the date 01-01-05. These wheels were
manufactured on the stamped datc. RFD only received one container of these
wheels. All of our other wheels from this manufacturer were received prior to the
stamped date and we have not received any shipments of wheels since then. The
wheels were part of one container containing 2,100 wheels. These wheels were
sold by RFD from February 10, 2005 through March 10, 2005, The wheels have
two RFD part numbers depending upon the type of tire mounted on the wheel,
The wheels with the radial tite have RFD part number AY-130. The ones with a
bias ply tive mounted on themn have an RFD part number AB-125. All of the
wheels at issue were manufactured on 01-01-05, which is the date stamped on the

wheel,

The wheels were purchased from Eastwest United Group, Inc.,
P. Q. Box 9203, 2025 Mountain View Road, South, El Monte, California 91733,
telephone: (626) 401-1048, fax: (626) 401-0352. The wheels were manufactured
by lingu Auto Components, Zhejiang Jingu Automobile  Components
Manufacturing Company, Ltd., No. 28, FengShou Road, Fuyang, Zhejiang, China
311400, telephonec: 86-571-63133918; fax: 86-571-63133950.

121 Weel Frankiin Siregt
Juite 400
Hkhart, Indiana 485163278
574/294-7401
Fax: §74/294-7234
thalym@warncksndboyn.com msword\ltras fnh(sa<jvw



The Associate Administrator for Enforcement,
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

April 5, 2005

Page 2
The wheels at issue were purchased by the following companias:
Axis Products, Inc. Forest River
P. 0. Box 1083 P. O. Box 3030
Elkhart, IN 46515-1083 Elkhart, IN 46515-3030
Buckeye Trailers, Inc. John H, Enterprise, Inc.
2620 State Route 18 N, 21066 Protecta Drive
Republic, OH 44867 Elkhart, IN 46516
Crosstoads RV Novae Corp.
1115 W. Lake St. Orne Novae Parkway
Topeka, IN 46571 Markle, IN 46770
Dutchmen Manufacturing, Inc. ’ Stigers Trailers Sales
2164 Caragana Court 2130 Commercial Drive
Goshen, IN 46526 Frankfort, KY 406801
Trail-Rite, LLC
1010 New York Avenue
Toledo, OH 43611
3. Each of the vehicles usually contain four wheels and a

spare. Qut of the total of 2,100 wheels, approximately 473 wheels were recovered
by RFD before they were installed on any vehicles. If five wheels were installed
on each vehicle, there are approximately 325 vehicles manufactured with the
possible defective wheel. It is not possible at this time to break it down hetween

(he types of railers,

4, It is not possible to calculate the percentage of vehicles
which could actually contain a defective wheel. We are only aware of five

defects out of a total 2,100 wheels.

5 The wheel is failing due to a defective weld. It consists of
two parts, The center is a disk to which the rim holding the tire is welded.
Pictures of the first defective wheel arc in the Progressive Engineering, Inc.

report.
6. Approximately one month ago, RFD was contacted by
Dutchmen Manufacturing, Inc., 305 Steury Avenue, Goshen, Indiana 46528 that

one of our wheels had failed. This was the first incident reported to RFD. Then
an March 30, 2003, the same company natified RFD that four more wheels had

rasword\irina feahiagsjyviv



The Associate Administrator for Enforcement,
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

April 5, 2005

Page 3

failed. The first wheel was visually inspected by Progressive Engineering, Inc.
They indicated that there was a gap between the weld bead and the nim surface

with limitec connection of the weld to the rim. No warranty claims oi Other
reports were received concerning these wheels.

7. The Progressive Engineering report on the first wheel was
dated March 23, 2005. A copy is enclosed. See item 6 for the conclusion.

8, RFD will notify the trailer mamufacturers. RFD will send a
set of new wheels to each dealer or purchaser of a unit containing wheels stamped
01-01-05, The dealer or purchaser will be directed to take their trailer to a retail
tire dealer capable of removing the wheels, dismounting the tires and reinstalling
the tires on & new wheel and installing the new wheel on the trailer. RFD will pay
the cost of remaving and replacing the tires and wheels, RFD estimates it will
notify its trailer manufacturer customers of the safety related defect and remedy

on April 6, 2005 and estimates a completion date of April 12, 2003,
9. Not applicable since no tires are defective.

10, A representative copy of the notice to the tmiler
manufacturers will be forwarded to NHTSA.,

12. RFD will use the WNHTSA identification number and will

not have a separate campaign number.,
incerely / ,
0,
. f

James V. Woodsmall
IVW/iw ‘
Enclosures

1) VIA CERTIFIED MAUL, RE CEIPT UESTED
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Progressive (Engineering The.

3/23/2005

RFD Components
516 Pine Creek Caurt
E'khart, IN 46515

Subject: Rim Failure Analysis
To Whom It May Concern:

After visually inspecting the falled 15 x 5, § on 4.5", white spoked rim that was
dropped off 3/21/2005, | have noted the following list of observations. The visual
observations are the opinion of Jason Holdeman of Progressive Enginesring, inc. -
and have not bean susranrlated by any reslting or other analysis method.

') %

N A \-"1»‘

BF the weld*ijgws aimost NO penetration. The weld does show

1. The rim g
the expelilE penetration intoy e insert due to the weld bead's outline on the
insert.

2. A wire wiylll was used.to- i Lsxpes of the rim at a weld
location #kd, Nq;e,uik - i, (slther side) that is
typlcally seenn:tHihaat ¥

3. After removifidiiieiading : ,'d’weld‘loc;atlon using
a wire whegliit ] Ahetoueh, A few shaliow
plts were {ptaRiE lma,ss on ‘the rim was
limited to w‘ ¢ i

I The same was found
"V;Tﬂ)gs would inhdleate that
‘ @&urface that was large

" on the weldé.'. 14
there was a g|
enough &l

In conelusion, the welds appear to' be locaiized to ‘tﬁé rim insert with very limited
connection to the rim. The attached pictures show some of the noted
observations mentioned above. Please feel free to contact me at 5§74-533-0337

ext. 144 or via e-mail at jholdeman@p-e-i.com

Sincerely,

Qo

Jason R, Holdeman
Laboratory Manager
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