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Our firm is general counsel for Four Winds International Corporation (“Four Winds”), P. O. Box
1486, Elkhart, Indiana 46515-1486. Four Winds has been notified by HiSpec Wheel and Tire, Inc.
(“HiSpec”) that certain steel spare wheels sold to Four Winds have a defect that relates to motor
vehicle safety. It is our understanding that HiSpec initiated a safety recall campaign with your office
in connection with this matter on March 8, 2005. To our knowledge, NHTSA has not yet assigned a
recall number for HiSpec’s safety recall campaign.

Pursuant to Part 573 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, we are hereby notifying the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration that certain motorhomes manufactured by Four
Winds contain the spare wheels that have been determined by HiSpec to have a defect that relates to

motor vehicle safety.

A. Recall Population and Vehicle Identification. The spare wheels containing the defect
described below have been used on certain 2005 and 2006 model year Class B and Class
C motorhomes manufactured by Four Winds during the period from January 5, 2005
through March 1, 2005. The models subject to this recall campaign are as follows:
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Chateau, Dutchmen, Dutchmen Express, Four Winds 5000, Chateau Sport, Funmover,
Four Winds, Chateau Citation, Dutchmen Dorado, and Four Winds Siesta.

The total number of motorhomes subject to this recall campaign is 403. Of these 403
motorhomes, 394 have been sold in the United States and 9 have been sold in Canada.
Only 155 of the 403 motorhomes actually contain the defective spare wheels. As a result,
only 38.5% of the motorhomes subject to this recall campaign will actually contain the
defect described in this report.

The models, quantities affected, serial numbers, vehicle identification numbers, and
beginning and ending manufacturing dates of the motorhomes subject to this recall
campaign are set forth in the attached Exhibit “A.”

Description of Defect. The defective spare wheels subject to this recall campaign were
manufactured by Carlisle Tire & Wheel, Inc. (“Carlisle”), which is located at 25
Windham Boulevard, Aiken, South Carolina 29805. These wheels contain an incorrect
offset that is 1/8 inch too positive. This incorrect offset occurred because the center of
the wheel was welded in the wrong position. As a result of this incorrect offset, the
wheel may rub against the brake caliper which could, in turn, result in a brake failure and

an accident involving the subject motorhome.

Carlisle has determined that all of the wheels, with the incorrect offsets were
manufactured on December 6; 2004. As a result, the defective wheels all contain the
designation “CT&W 12 6 2004” on the side walls of the wheels.

Basis for Determining that a Defect Exists. Four Winds determined through its own
independent observation that the spare wheels subject to this recall campaign may rub
against the brake caliper. Through consultation with HiSpec and Carlisle, a
determination was made that the foregoing problem was caused by the incorrect offset,
and that the spare wheels at issue contained a defect that relates to motor vehicle safety.
As a result, HiSpec filed its defect and non-compliance report with NHTSA on March 8,
2005. HiSpec provided Four Winds with a copy of its defect and non-compliance report
so that Four Winds was aware of the scope of its recall campaign and its applicability to
motorhomes manufactured by Four Winds.

Remedying of Defect. As set forth in the defect and non-compliance report filed by
HiSpec, replacement spare wheels will be sent to Four Winds’ dealers. The owners of
the motorhomes subject to this recall campaign will be notified of the recall campaign
and will be advised to contact their Four Winds dealer to have the spare tire replaced at

no charge to the owner.

In order for HiSpec to remedy the defect referred to above, all of the owners of the
motorhomes sold by Four Winds that are subject to this recall campaign must be notified.
Four Winds has already provided HiSpec with the names and addresses of the current
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owners of the motorhomes subject to this recall campaign. HiSpec will implement the
recall campaign in accordance with the procedures specified in its defect and non-
compliance report. :

Owner Notifications. HiSpec will provide the notification letters to the owners of the
motorhomes that are subject to this recall campaign, including the dealer stock units, in
accordance with the procedures specified in its defect and non-compliance report.

Quarterly Reporting Requirements. HiSpec will be responsible for filing quarterly
reports in connection with its recall campaign. Because the information included by

HiSpec in its quarterly reports will encompass the remedying of all Four Winds’
motorhomes subject to this recall campaign, Four Winds will not file quarterly reports to
avoid duplication. However, Four Winds will monitor the quarterly reports filed by
HiSpec to insure that the motorhomes subject to this recall campaign are being remedied
by HiSpec.

Campaign Number. Four Winds does not have an internal campaign number for this
recall. Four Winds will use the recall campaign number assigned by NHTSA.

The enclosed information should comply with the NHTSA regulations and satisfy the obligations of
Four Winds with respect to this recall campaign. If you need any additional information regarding
the participation of Four Winds in this recall campaign, please feel free to contact me.

Very truly yours,

Daniel A. Bensman

dja
Enclosure
cc: Four Winds International Corporation (via fax)

Mr. John M. Garmhausen

G:A\Thor\FW\NHTSA Rec\HiSpec Spare Tire\Person, George-D&NC.doc



2005 Class C Breakdown - US ~ |
- Beg. Ending

: Quantity  Beg. Ending - e Mfg.  Mfg.

. Model Affected. Serial# Serial# = Beg. VIN # Ending Vin # Date Date
Chateau -, 41 CCC035457 ‘CCC035899 1FDXE45S05HAA5557 1FDXEA5SX5HAGS184 1/6/2005 - 3/1/2005 .
Dufchmen . 36 . DCC035433 DCCO035910 1FDXE45S05HA45543 1FDXE4SSXSHAG5198 1/5/2005  3/1/2005
Dutchmen Express 22 ECC035443 ECC035897 1FDWE35505HA75289 1FDXE45SX5HAG3886 ~1/5/2005 2/28/2005

. Four Winds 5000 - 36 FCCO035460 FCC035920 1FDWE35526HA75293 1FDXE45SX5HB06932 1/6/2006  3/1/2005
Chateais Sport 33 SCC035437 SCC035848 1FDWE35505HAT5292 1FDXE45SX5HAB5217 1/5/2005 2/23/2005
Funmover . 17 VCC035465 VCCO035896 1FDXE45S05HAB3881 1FDXE45SX5HA45551 1/6/2005 2/25/2005
Four Winds 43 . XCC035435 XCC035834 1FDXE15$05HA45512 1FDXEA55X5HA45548 /512005 2/22/2005

Total -~ . 228 ' ' ‘ o

T , 2005 Class B Breakdown US : :
Chateau Gitation 9 . NCAO15207 NCAD15444 1FDXE45S25HAS7158 1FDXE45S95HA30398 1/6/2005 2/28/2005
Dutchmen Dorado 13 RCA015235 RCA015451 1FDWE35L94HB23072 1FDXE45SXSHA39393 4/12/2005 2/24/2005
Four Winds Siesta 12 TCA015199 TCA015458 1FDWEBSLE4HB23076 1FDXE45SX5HAG3967 1/5/2005 2/26/2005

Totals . 34

: . _ 2006 ClassCBreakdown US ' o
Chateau 4 CCC035462 CCCO035769 1FDXE45S55HA65190 1FDXE45S75HA45586 1/7/2005 2/15/2005

Four Winds 5000 3 FCC035854 FCCD35878 1FDXE45S65HA65151 1FDXE4A5STS5HAG3876 2/24/2005 2/25/2005
Majestic . . - 89 . MCCO035553 MCC035932 1FDWE35L05HA94787 1FDXE45SX5HAS5124 1/18/2005 3/1/2005
Chateau Sport 3 SCC035463 SCC035776 1FDXE45S75HA57155  1FDXE45S85HAG5149 1/6/2005 2/15/2005
Funmover 27 VCCO035504 VCC035928 1FDXE45S05HA95018 1FDXE45SX5HA95172 1/11/2005 3/1/2005
Four Winds 37 XCCO35445 XCC035882 1FDXE45865HA65201 1FDXE45$)(5HA50944 1/5/2005 2/25/2005

, 2006 Class B Breakdown - US . : :
Four Winds Siesta 3 TCA015221 TCAO15428 1FDXE45S55HA45523 1FDXE45S85HAG5166 111012005 2/21/2005

Total Affected - - ]
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2005 Classc Breakdown CANADIAN ' o
.‘ Beg. Ending

: Quantity Beg Endmg S Mfg. Mfg.

Model Affected Serial# Serial # Beg. VIN # Endmg Vin # Date Date
Chateau , -2 CCC035546 CCCO035548 1FDXE45S75HAS0051 1FDXE45S75HAS7160 1/19/2005 1/19/2005
VCC035684 VCCO35895 1FDXE45SBSHAG5197 1FDXE458X5HA63922 21212005 2/25/2005

Funmover 2

AR TR S R T
2005 Class B Breakdown CANADIAN
NCA015420 NCA015465 1FDWE35S15HA87435 1FDXE45S05HAG5193 2/18/2005 2/18/2005 -
RCA015359 RCA015441 1FDXE45S65HA63948 1FDXE45$85HA65216 2/23/2005 2/27/2005
o 1/17/2005 1/17/2005

TCA015255 - 1F DXE45385HA4551 6

Chateau Citation 2
_Dutchmen Dorado -2
Four Winds Siesta 1

Total Affected .9 Canadian -



