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Cottrell, Inc.

Jamuary 23, 2004

VId FACSIMILE &
ELECTRONIC MAIL

Aggociate Administrator for Safety Asmrance (NSA-O1)
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Attn: Ms, Judy Taylor

400 7 Street, SW

Washington, DC 20590
Re:  NHTSA Recall No. 04V-026

Dear Ms. Teylor:

Pleasc acoept this letter a8 an update to Cotirell's Part 573
Defect Report relatad to Recall No. 04V-026.

Following proper testing and analysis, Cottrell has detenmined
the repair needed to remedy the premature eracking referenced in the
Part 573 Report. Reinforcement pieces consigting of stractural steel
tobing and guspet/strap plates are weided to the structors surmounding
the area at iasus. Stch réinforcements increass the sirenpth of the ares
end reduce the stress concemirations to prevent prematirs cracking in
the subject arca. “Before and After” pictores of the subject ares are
atteached for your review.

As you can see from the pictures, the repair is easily seen with
the naked cye, and as you know from our 573 Report, Cotirell intends
to repair 100% of the affected units. As a result, we are tracking the
repairg by VIN #, but we see no need 1o mark the actual vebicles to
indicate the repsir iz complete. One need only lock at the subject unit
to determine whether the vepair ia completa. 1f vou feel this is
insufficient, we will be heppy to discuss this metter with you further at
your convenience.

As demonstrated by the attachsd photopraphs, we have already
begun repajring the units at issue. We will provide quarterly reports o
update you regarding the muomber of vehicles alrcady repairad versue
vehicles siill o be repaired, with the first such report to be submittad
on or before April 30, 2004,

In the interim, please do not hesitate to contact me with any
questions yom miight have, In the event I am not available ad you
need information fmmedintely, please direct your inquiriss to M
Bryan Howes.
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Thank you very ronch for your assistance.
Smcerely,
DAL e ﬁﬁh—
Melanic S. Stone
Courell, Inec.
Encl.

co:  Mr. Bryen Howes, w/ encl,



Figure 1: Pictura of area bafore reinfarcamants are inatalled.

Flgure 2: Picture of area after reinforcaments are Instelled
(Nate doubled side tubing and inner reinforcement strap).



