o
Kelly Schuler Ef:{ﬂ;:nc; ) June 29, 2004
IE . ]]I Iwwms ﬁl A I P ' I.m fom WP ¥ b
400 Seventh 8¢, 5.W, S -
Washington, D.C. 20590 il 29 O 52

Rz: Recall No. 4E-038 T T PRI P
Bt L e
Keilly,

As we discussad, SC| completad prototype testing of several potential recall remedies, and we
determined that a mid-epan pregsure relief device would ba tha optimum remedy for a fleid ratrofit

program.

Woe also formally rotifled Orlon Bus of the voluntary ressll and | visited them on Juna 23, 2004 o
diacues the recall program In detell. During this visit, Orion Bus provided SCI with a complate list of all
affectad bus owners (ransit agencies), their contact Information, and the affected bus VIN's. In addition,
Orion Bus advised us that transit agencies tend to ground their bug fleets when notifled of ssfety related
non-compliance. In the past, this has disrupted commutar service and somefimes causad undue alarm
amang varoue interest groups and local media. As explained beiow, this might be an understandable
coursq of action for transit bus owners, but based an the nature of this particulsr non-compllance, we
believe it would be a graat ovarreaction and perhaps not in the best public Interest.

Az |ndicated in our test reports submitied to NHTSA and in our draft 573 raport, we believe there is no
immediaie safety risk dua to the non-complisnce. in pariicular, the fuel tank assambly funstioned as
expacted and in compllance with FMVSS 304 when testad with a2 mpresemative fuel system enclosure.
It Is abvo noted thaf transh agencies do not remove the fuel system enclosure when operating the busas,
the fuel system enclosure doors are not remavable, and the fue! system endosure doors are nommaily
opened only when performing maintenance inspections. For these reasons, SCI balieves the public
woltld be bast served If nofification Is made when fleld ready parts are avaliable, Instaad of July 18 as
oniginally planned. Plsase note that this is a requast to pogtpona notification. and not a request to
posipone implementation of the field remedy.

We ara currently walting on quotas far the paris comprising the rmid-span pressure refiaf device remedy.
Thase parts are functionally sgquivalent to the prototypes we tested, bt they must aleo ba designod with
greater durablity and mora praciss tolerancas to survive long term transit bue service. The parts
gonerally consist of tuba segmants, tube fitings and cormectors. mounting brackets, and high pressure
seals. The parts are not new tachnology, but soma have different dimensions compered fo standard
catalogue fherns. For this reason, vendars do not stock sams of the parts and toollng might hava to be
developed for manufacturing the parts. In addition, because some parts will be spacial made, SCI
baileves [t woult be prudent to trigl fit several mid-span preasure rellaf device sssemblias to maks surs
thay fit fogether as designad. We still balieve the first group of fiald ready parts will ba availabls in mid-
Saptembaer as ariginally planned, although we ars awalting confirmetion of eur vendors’ lead time.

In view of the above, SC1 respectiully requeats that owner notification take place when flald ready parts
are available. Panding confimation from the part vendors, we belleve this wil be In mid-Septamber
according to our original implamentation schedule,

John Coursan
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