


A copy of the Federal Register noti 'e, providing the rationale for this 
determination is enclosed for your informat 'i on. 

Sincerely yours, 

Steph n R. Kratzke 
Assoc t ate Administrator for Rulemaking 

Enclosure 













GENERAL MOTORS NORTH AMERICA 

Safety Integration 

July 26, 2001 

Mr. K. N. Weinstein 
Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
400 Seventh Street, S.W., Room 5321 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Mr. Weinstein: 

The following is a supplement to our December 17, 1999 report regarding a noncompliance 
involving headlamps in the 1999 Buick Century and Regal model cars. This information is 
submitted pursuant to the requirements of 49 CFR 573,59(~)(8)(iii). 

573.5(~)(8): On January 14, 2000, GM submitted to the agency a petition for an exemption frcm 
the notice and remedy provisions of the Safety Act. Notice of the decision to deny GM's petition 
was published in the Federal Register on July 23, 2001. 

GM is reviewing that decision and determining whether it will pursue an appeal. The agency 
indicated that it had no data to use in assessing whether the noncompliance made a detectable 
difference to drivers because a previous study of "just noticeable differences" and previous 
agency decisions on petitions relying on that study were not relevant to this situation. In an 
attempt to f~ l l  that void, GM is determining if is such data in the context of reflected light exists or 
if such data can be generated. 

GM is also evaluating alternative field remedies and the associated service procedures. Several 
options are being explored due to constraints on parts availability. GM will provide an update 
when the service procedure and availability of parts are known, unless GM appeals and its 
petition is granted. 

Sincerely, 

?yX/ Director 
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