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Mr. Kenneth H. Welnstein

Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance - NSA-01 V - 4?3
Hational Highway Traffic Bafety Administeation

400 Beventh Street, S.W. M

Washingten, D.C. 20590

Re: 2004MY Subaru Imprexza, Forastar and Baja Oll-Flow Control Valwas
Gasket Cil Leak; Part 573, Dafect Information Raport

Dear Mr. Welnstein:

In accordance with the requirements of the National Traffic and Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1266 and 49 CFR Part 573, Fujli Beavy Industries
U.5.A.; Inc. ["Subaru"] hereby submits a Defact Informaticn Report (DIR)
concerning a safety recall of certain Z004MY early production Subaru

vehiclea to addrems a possaible oil leak.

Should yeu have any queationa about this repeort, please contact me at
{856) 488-Be6d4d.

Sincerely,

Fuji Heavy Industrlie=s U.S5.A., INC.
Don Bearéen, Director
Covernmantal Ralatlonsg

oc: K. DeMeter
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08/27/04
DEFECT INFORMATION REFORT

l. Vshiola Hanufaogturer Namae:

Fuji Heavy Industries Litd. [“FHI"]
1-7-2 Nishi-Shinjuku

Shinjuku-lku

Tokyo 160-8316&, Japan

Subaru of Indlana Automotive, Inc. ["SIA"]
5500 State Road 38 Eaat
Lafayette, Indiana 47903

Affiliatad U.53. Salss Company:
Subaru: of America, Inc. ["S0A"]
Subaru Plaza

P.0O. Box 6000

Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-6000

2. ITdentification of Affected Vehiolaa:

Based on vehilcle production records, we have determined the
affected wehicle peopulatlon as follows:

Make/Model: Subaru Impreza STI 15 units
Subaru Foreaster XT 4 units
Subaru Baja Turbo 7 units
Total units 26 units
Mcdel year: 2004 MY

Production dates: February 4, 2003 through March 5, 2003

VIN Range: The followlng VINa are affected:



Ispresa 3TI
JF1GD70674L,500999
JF1GD706941L500292
JELGD70614L5009599
JF1GD70624L501000
JF1GD70604L501125
JE1GD70624L50112€
JELGD706B4L501129
JF1GD70644L501131
JF1GD706B84L501132
JE1GD70614L501134
JEIGO70634L501135
JF1GD70654L501136
JE1GDT0674L501137
JF1GD70694L.501138
JFIED70674L.501140

Forestar
JF15G69624G700006
JF18G69624G700021
JF15G69664G700025
JF18G69614G700030

Baja
454PT63C546100015
434BT63C546100022
454BTa3C746100023
454PTeAC446100027
454BT&3C44€100030
484BT63C646100031
434RTRIACHE46100032

3. Total Fumbar of Vahiacles FPotentially Affected:

26 early ©production

2004MY

potentially affected.

turbocharged

wvehilcles

Parceantage of Vabicles Estimated to Actuzlly Contain Dafect:

All 2& early production wvehicles will be checked and
corrected as necessary.

Description of Prablem:
The oil-flow control wvalwve c¢over bolts may not be

sufficiently tightened, allowing oll to leak from around the
covar gasket. If leaking oll contacts components operating
at high temperatures, an ehgine compartment fire could
result. There have been no reportg of such incidents in the
U.S5. market.

Chronology of Prinacipal Events:

On September 15, 2004, FHI issued a recall in Japan and octher
countries (not including U.S. wvehiclea) for a pesasible ogil
leak from the oill-flow contrel wvalve cover due Lo
insufficisnt cover bolt tightening. Fulil Heavy Induatries



0.5.A., Inc. submitted a Foreign Recall Report to NHTSA

{Ref. Npo, 04F-101) on this issue on September 20, 2004. No
U.8. vehicles were included since the atandard specification
for U.8. wehicles dig not include the oll-flow control wvalve.
However, on September 22, 2004, 1t waa determlined from
production records that some wvery early production 2004MY
vehicles shipped to the . 2. for aute shows and press avents
included the oil-flow control wvalwves on which covers could
have had loose bolia.

Dasoription of Corractiwva Rapair Action:

Subaru wilill notify all ownera of the affected vahiclea by
first class mall to return their wvehicles toc a Subaru dealer
for retightening of the ¢ll-flow control valve cover bolts.

Subaru will not include owner information concerning
reimburasement for previous repalrs in the owner notification
letter aince all of the potentlally affected wvehicles would
still be under the terma of the Subaru Basic Warranty.

Racall Schedule:
Owner notification is expected to begin within 13 days, as
soon as tha required special +tools and dealer repair

procedures are completed and distributed.

Copies of the dealer repalr preccedures will be submitted as
scon as they are avallable.



