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COUNTRY COACH

Mr. Gaorge Farson
Chief, Recall Menagemant Office

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration W,z;éf{
400 7th Strest, S.W. 0 N
Washington, D.C. 20580 th P

21 Sapternber 2004
Subject: 573 Submittal
Dear Mr. Person;

Country Coach, Inc. has decided that a potential safety defect axsis with the 12
volt Type | circuit bresker in the clearance light dircult of & motorhome which did
not protect the circult from a too high amperage draw caused by a towed
passenger vehicle. Certain passenger vehichs lighting eystems when wired into
the clegrance light clrcult of the matorhome will draw tho much ampsrage
causing tha Tvpe | 12 V drcuit breaker to continuously neset until the clreult
becomes 36 hot that the insulation an the wire bagins to bumn. The matorhome's
vahicle related [ghting systems are powersd through & Smart Wheel contral
maodule. This safety defect is related to Mator Vehicle Safety.

A customer notified Country Coach an August 30, 2004, that a fire had cccured
In the desh ares of their motorhome due to the overheating of a circuit The
cuslomer brought the motorhome to the Country Coach factory Service Center
for an Intpaction. Aftar inspacting the Smart Whsel module and performing
some tasts on the circuit it waa determined that a potentlal safety defect existed.

County Coach has detarmined thet the repair for thia defact will be that all 12 V
Type | circuit breakers, ather than the circuit bresker on the Iignition circult, be
replaced with 12 V Typa || circuft breakars. The 12 V Type Il circuit breaker
remaine open once tripped untl power is removed and reapplied, or the over-
curment cause is removad. This repair and associated parts wil be performed
and provided at no cost 1o the awner.

H you should have any questions, plsasa fesl free to cantact me at 541-888-3720
X138
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Gary Dwyer, Director of QA and Gompliance Adminiatration ' -
i
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Safety Defoct Information Repaort
Pursuant to 49 CFR part 573

Cauniry Coach, Inc. has declded that certain motor homes It manufactured have a
vehicle aafely defect. Country Coach is hersby providing nofification to your oifics
in accordance with 489 CFR Part §73.

The information required by your raguiations follows.

Country Coach, lnc.

135 Eqat First Ave.

P.C. Box 400

Junction City, OR 97448

2 573.5 (ci2) Equipment |nvolvad in this netification:

Mode! Year: 2004 Ingpire Motarhomes manufactured from May 2003 to

March 2004
VIN Rangs: 4U7KSEK1541103318 — 4U7KEEK1241103819

Vehicle Type: MPV
Bodyetyls: Motor Homa

Model Year: 2005 Inspire Motorhomes manufacturad from March 2004 to
August 2004

VIN Range: 4U7KBES1751103920 — 4UTKEGES 17651104324

Vehicls Typs: MPV

Bodysaiyle: Motor Home

Model Year: 2005 Allure Maotorhomea manufactursd from June 2004 to

Saptembar 2004
VIN Range: 4U7ABDS1351104100 — 4U7ABDS1X51104298

Vehicle Type: MPV
Bodystyls: Motor Home

3. 673. T number of u

A total of 172 Modgl Year 2004 Inspire motor homes are involved. All 172
motor homes ane consumer cwned,

A total of 171 Modal Year 2005 Inspire motor homes are invoived, All 171
motor homeos are consumer ownad,
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A total of 37 Modal Yaar 2005 Aliure motor homes ars invoived. All 37
motor homes are cansumer ownad.

A folgl of 380 motor homes are involved.

[d [ Imats of squi nt
actually contain |

100% of the motor homes identified in item 2, above, have the potential
safety defect.

A 12 volt Typa | circuit breaker in the dearance light clrouit of a matorhome
di not prolect the circuit from & too high amparage draw caused by a towed
paceengear vehicla.

Passenger vehicies that are towed behind a motorhome ams wired Into the
motorhome's vehicle lighting systam.

Cariain paasenger vehicle lighting aystems when wired inko the clearance
fght circuft of the motorhoma will draw too much amperage causing the
Type 1 12 V gircuit bresker to continuousty reset until the circuit becomes so
het that the insulation an the wira bagine to bum. The motorhame's vehicle
related lighting systams are powerad through a Smart VWhesl control
module.

The unchacked resatling of the Type | circuk breaker will result In the
overheating of 12 \VV wire and insulation t¢ a point that It could cause a fire,

A customer notifled Country Coach on August 30, 2004, that a fire had
occurred in the dash area of their motorhome due to the overheating of a
circuit. The customer brought the motorhome to the Country Coach factory
Service Comter for an inapaction. After Inspacting tha Smart Wheel moduie
and parforming some fests on the circuit it was determined on Saptember
14, 2004, that a potertial safaty defect mxisted.



During the investigation, it was found that the customer had wined a towed
passonger wehicle's lighting system into the motorhome's wiring syetem.
The clearance light circuit of the motorhome was tapped i to power the
paasanger vahicls fights while In transit. The motorhoma claamnca ights
are powered through tha Smart Wheasl control module located in the lower
dash ares m front of the drver. The Type | circuit breaker resst
cantinuously unti the wire and insulation started to bum.

Country Coach has determinad that tha repair for thia defact will be that all
12 V Type | circuit breakers, cther than the arcuit breaker on the ignition
clreuit, be roplaced with 12 V Type |l circult breakers. The 12 V Typa |l
circult breaker remaing open once Gipped unt)l power is removed and
reapplied, or the cvar-clment causs is removed.

The repair and any associsted parte will be performed snd provided &t no
cQ6t to the: owner,

Program for Remedy Campalgn;

Country Coach will notify all owners of the affected motor homes and wil
offer to remedy the motor homes free of charge. Safety recall notices will
be mailed to the owners of the affected motor homes and a Dealer Vehicle
Safety Defect Servica Bullatin will be mabked 1o all dealers on or before
QOctober 15, 2004. Al maifings will be by Certified Mail, Retur Receipt
Requeated, and Firat Class Mall.



