INTERNATIONAL TRUGKj AND ENGINE CORPORATION

3033 WAYNE TRACE, FORT WAYNE, IN 45806-3568

TRUGK GROUP
August 18, 2004

Angsociate Administrator for Enforcement :
National Highway Teaffic Safety ﬁdn:tinintrati?n
400 Seventh Street, 5. W.

Waghington D.C, 20590

Subject: Vehiele Safety Defect Inltial Informntion Report

Putsuaet to Part 57,6 (¢} (1), this Vehiclo Snfety Dofoct Initial Infonmation Report is submitted to the
Netional Highway Traffic Safety Administratipn by Internatonal Truck and Fagine Corporation.

(1) IDENTIFICATION OF VEHICLES [Patt 573.6 (c)(2)]
»  Vehicle Models Involvad:
o RE School Bue models
» Vohile Manvfacturing Datas: :
o 3372004 thru 8/5/2004 — MODEL YEAR 2005 ONLY.
¢  Other Identification Necessary to Desctibe Vehicles:
o RE 8chopl Burses with Internaticnal I6 Engines

2 COMPONENT MANUFACTURER [Part $73.6 (ch2(iv)]
» This report dnasnutmlmmamﬁrpunentmpﬁedbynmanuﬁmwroﬂlmmaulnmaﬂmﬂ

Tnek and Engine Corporation.
(3) VEHICLE POPULATION INVOLVED [Part 573.6 ()(3]
Model U.S. Guonflly | Canadion Quantlty |
3000RE 200 1
Grand Total 29 1

{4} PERCENTAQE OF VEHICLES ESTIMATED 10 CONTAIN BEFECT fPart 371.6 {gif4]]
+ 100%

(5} DESCRIPTION OF DEFECT [Part 575.6 (ch(3)]
o Sevoral conditions may exist in the engine compartment thet may camse or confribeie to 2
potontial fira in tha engine bay, They are: '

» 'Ihnhigh-prmumauppl}'hn: from the power stecring pump to the steering gear may
chafe againat the positive atud| on the starier solenaid,



«  The engine electrical hamess, containing the positive cable from the altemstor, may be
pinched between the engine and the bus body.

. Annpnonﬂmlprmmclmmqmthebednmgeddlmngummhly,muamgal&ak

te form.

(6) CHRONOLOGY OF PRINCIPAL EVENYS WHICH LED TO DETERMINATION OF A SAFETY
PEFECT or TEST RESULTS THAT LED T0) DETERMINATION OF NONCOMPILIANCE {Part

{4

J73.6 (cHOTH

2/572004

8/9/2004

8/9/2004

BA2004

8/10/2004

8/11/2004

RF1272004

E/12/2004

8/12/2004

A school bug firg in Osceqls, FL was raported. No injuries recorded,

International notified of a school bus fire in Montana Fire accurred 3/6/2004
while bus being dinto shop, Noinjories repocted,

Intximational a0 ansite investigation of school bus fire in Florida send
determined the steel traided, zubber jacketed, power steering hose had chafed
ageinst the positive stud of the starter solenoid creating a short circuit that
ceused the fire.

A]lsuspactnmtawemqunrm:mdmp]am,mipmtad,andlh:puwstnnng
hose was reronted if necessary. On B/10/2004, the engine harness inspection
andre—mutewnsnd:!edtnthpqumnhnedumts

International cnnduited p field Investigation of several similer 1mits and else
noticed the engine hamess, containing the positive cable from the sltarhater,
was pinched between the engine and the bus body.

A search was conxiucted to determine the extent of the suspect popalation.

" International 'mdnnunuiteinmﬁpﬁnnufﬂmmhmlbmﬁrein

Mnntana and ined ite caure to be the rame as the bue in Florids.

|
While mesting to Jiscuss next steps, the issue of the damaged oil pressuore
ewitchae having the possibility of spraying sagine oil onto hot engite patte was
discussed. The demeaging of the switch is 4 mamufacturing process iszue that
has been resolved in ouwr manufacturing plant. It was dssided that a damaged
awitch eould contribute to the potential for a firs.

Internationa] doclarid s safity recall.

PROGRAM TO REMEDY DEFECT [qu 371.8 (e8]

» All snspect vehicles will ba inspedied to determine eppropriate level of acton required:

o Toaddress the Power Steering Hese chafing issue:

Inspect to determine If power steecing hose Is damaged. IF dumaged, then power
steering hosge will be replaced.



"= All suspect yehicles' wuhminghnmwi]]hum-mmédandmumdin
owugaladplmicmd_' to ensure no chafing will oceur.,

o To address the Engine Hamess pinching issve:
= Inspect o determine if vehicle engins harness iz damsged If demaged, then
engine harriezs will be

= All suspect vehicles' appi hmmuuﬁﬂh:re—mtﬂdtnmnnorhnmgwiﬂ
OCCLT.

o Oil Pressure Switch
= Tba oil pressuresmmh'wz.llbe replaced on vehiclea that have one.

+ This inferity ranedy was put inké place to tedoce the nisk of an engine compartment fire.
International's engineering deparinent 18 curtently reviewing if edditional changes to the
power steering hose ronting or teplacement of the hinso i required.

(8) PLAN FOR REIMBURSEMENT [Fort 573.6 (c)(8)()]
* Noue of the vehicles in this recall}fall outside the wamaniy peried; therefore, our plan for
reimbursement of pre-notificatian : , on file and dated 2/62003 does NOT apely.

(%9 SCHEDULE FOR RECALL NOTIFICAYION [Part 573.6 ()8)(D]

* Due to the nature of the Safoty Defect, International has already informed its deslers and
customets. The dates of natification ars:

o Notify Interationsl Dealers by Auguat 13, 2004
o Nutify Intertiatioral Customers byt August 14, 2004

(10) INTERNATIONAL RECALL NUMBER [Part 573.6 {e)(11)]
« (4512 (NHTSA 4V -400) !

Tho wadarsigued should be contacted for sy additions! information regarding this recall an (260) 461-
1850,

Very truly yours,

22 Loy Zpan

R. L. Van Laar

Compliance Manager
INTERNATIONAL TRUCK AND E-NGINI CORPFORATION



