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Kenneth N. Welnstein

Associata Adminlstrator for Sefety Aseurance (NSA-01)
Naticnal Highway Trafflc Safety Administration

430 Seventh Stroet, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20580

Re: Defect Information Report FL-429 Thomas School Bus Structurs

Mr. Welnstein:

In sccordancs with Part 573 of Titie 48 of the Code of Federal Reguiations, Freightliner LLC harewith
repcris a safety campaign to recall approximetely 2,125 Thomee Built Sef-T-Liner MVP ER buses
manufactured in 1985 and 1886 for South Canolina that may devsiop cracka In the roof reftera near the
windcw haader welds.

Attached ie Freightliner'a Defect informetion Repart
Pleasa comtact ma if you have any questions,

Sincarely yours,

FW
Timotry Blubaugh

Ce: Michasl Mason, CAL-OSHA
DOSH, Legal Unlt
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San Frenclaco, CA 94102
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FREIG NER.»

LLC
A DaimlanChrysier Company
Defect Information Report
{Saction 573.6)
Auguat 5, 2004
{c)1} Manufacturer: Thomas Buik Buses
P.O. Bax 2450
High Paint NC
{330} B41-0624

{c)2) Vehicies identificetion:
Model{s) sffected: Saf-T-Liner MVP-ER
Manufactura Dates: Januery 1985 to February 1686
Basls for determining populstion: Buses menuacturad with spectal galvanized stesl
framing structure and with exit doors an both skdee that were acld to South Camling.
Componsnt manufacturer if othar than the vehicle manufacturer: not applicable

{cX3) Total number of vehiolss potentially sffscted: 2125
{cX4) Percentage of vehicies sstimated to contaln the defect: approximatsly 33%

{cX5) Desoription of tha defeot: Some achool buses operated in South Canolina on predominately
unimproved made may develop cracks in the bus bady framing struchre members {"rafters”) near
horizontal window head er welds and at eikde exit door framas. Thaes busas were manufaciured with
spocial golvanized sisel and two opposing elde ememgency it daora,

{c)€) Chronology of principat events: South Carolina notified Thomas Bullt that some buses were
sachibiting aracks In the rafters near the window header walkda and at sids axit daor framsa. Two
buzsr wers analyzed at Thomes Bullt's test engineering factity. Some of tha rafters thet crecked
through at the top, then appanently later cracked et the bottom of the window. Thomee reviewed the
busae and determined a fielkd inspection should take place to examine addidonal busea in asrvics,
The Inspection showad that busee exhibiting rafter cracking wees opsating In scuthem South
Carolina on unimproved rpace. Thess buses ware also configured with smergency doans on ench
sks, ssparated by ona body section, ad wers manufactured with a epecial high-zina getvanizad
ateal. Strength of the stesl near the welds may be affectad by additional hest used to weld the
material and higher Zinc concentrations In the weld area.

{cX7} Noncompliance-test or other data: not applcsble

{o}6} Remedial program: All potentially affectad bhuses will be Inepected and any refter found ta havs
a crack will be reprired by addiion of a relnforcement. Busge without aracka will be Inepeoted on
ananmulbulumd\rtill ke ba repairad f necasaary.

Estimated Owner Notiflcation Date: Thomas Bullt Eusas haa hean working with the cwner to
develop a plan for inepaction and maifications to repalr tha affected busse.

Relmbursamant Plan: Thomaa Built Buses has coverad axpanses for prior repalr

{c}(® Communicaticna sant to dealers and awnars: Coples Wil bs submittad s& a supplemantal
report when avallable,

(c) (10) Copy of propossd cwner notlflcstion letter: A draft will ba sent for OD| reviews when avallable.
(€) {11) Manufacturer's campaign numbar: FL-429



