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Associate Administrator for Enforcement
National Hiphway Traffic Safety Administration
4(}) Seventh Street, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Administrator:

Strick Corporation has been informed that Sealco Commercial Vehicle Products, Inc.
(“Sealco™) has determined that a defect which relates fo motor vehicle safety exists in the
item of motor vehicle equipment described below and has notified the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration. Attached as Exhibit “A™ i3 a copy of a letter from Sealco
describing the said defect. Also attached as Exhibit “B™ is a copy of n monthly
submission report pursvant to the TREAD Act in this regard. Also attached as Exhibit
“C™ is a copy of a letter sent to Tom Bowmen of NHTSA from Sealeo dated December
19, 2003,

1. The name of the manufacturer iz Strick Corporaticn, and the products are sold
under the “Strick™ brand name.

2. The item(s) of equipment containing & defect is the small rubber component part
that is utilized it certain valves that were manufactured at Sealco between Jume 1,
2003 and November 17, 2003. The subject conponent part is a 508 Rubber Band
Check Valve that is used on the 110502 brass Control Port Cap Assembly which
is inatalled in the control port of their 110500, 110700 and 110800 Spring Brake
Contral Valves. The inclusive dates of marafacturing of the valves containing
the affected component are June 1, 2003 to November 17, 2003.

3. The total munber of vehicles manufactured and sold by Strick Corporation in the
U.8. during the relevant time period was 2,021 units. Strick Corporation does net
know the precise percentage of these valves thai contain this defect, however,
Sezlco states that the entire population of valves containing the suspect
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component shipped during the relevant time period for installation on new
vehicles was 96,000, The affected population includes the entire production of
the whicleq in which said valves were installed.

4. Sealco has determined that a defect in the defactive rubber band check valve may
develop a hole allowing supply air to escape back out the control line exhansting
at cither the foot valve in the tractor or any tractor in-lins quick release valve.

5. We ere not aware of any accidents or injuries involving this product. At this time,
Sealco is aware of 100 complainis involving valves and has received back 30
valves that they have verified as containing the defect.

67.&8 '
Attached as Exhibit “I}” is a copy of a sample letter from Sealco to the customers
outlining the program for providing a remedy without charge for the defect.

Sealco has conducted the owner notification on or about April 26, 2004. A copy
of the recall notice to trailer purchasers, fleets and end users 1s attached as Exhibit
D",

If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.
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215 East Watking Straet = Phoenlix, Arizona 85004 « 602/253-1007 + Foax 800/222-2334

TO: Lacnard Barkman & Donna Daley
DATE: 5-7-04

FROM: Larry Saylor

FAX NO: 218/049-4775

PAGES: 5

MESSAGE: Encloset are copies of the form (etter Saalco sent to all Narth
American lrailer DEMS who purchased the vaives that are the subject of the
Notice Of Defect during the effscted time frame as well as a copy of the
origingl letter we sent to NHTSA,

If you have any questions ar if we may be of further service plsase glve us a
eall



January 22, 2004

USA Traller OEM
1234 Any. Strest

Any City, Stata 12345
Attantion: Mr.

Re: NOTICE OF DEFECT

Dear Mr. . :

Sealca has recently become awara of & possible defact [n a small rubber
component part that 18 utihzed in certain valvas that were manufactured at
Sealco between 8-1-03 and 11-17-03, Thé aubject componant part Is a 508
Rubber Band Chaeck Valve that is used on the 110502 brass Control Port Cap
Aasembly which |a Inatalled in the control port of aur 40800, 110700 and
110800 Spring Brake Control Valves, The subjact component part was
supplied to Bealco by 2 long Yme vendar who apparently changed; withaut
Sealco's knowledge or authorization, the rubber compound used fo mold the
part In such & mannet that & few of the parts have failed in.the fleld. Alf ¢f tha
valves shipped by Sealca after 11-17-03 contain a 508 Check Valve with a
higher durometer and the speciiled rubber compound which will assura that -

the chack valva doas not fall galng forward.

The reported failure mode of check vaive ia that it develops a hole gllowing
supply air to escape back out the control line axhausting at elther the foot
vaiva in the tractor or any tractor in-line quick reloasa valve. While we have
receivad soma reparts of hot wheel ends, wa have besn unabla to duplicate
this scenado in our |ab or on our own tractor traller, In the two such Incidents
where we have physically inspected the reporta, the hot wheal ends wera hoth
caused by other conditions not relatad to the valve.

Qut of approximately 71,000 valves contatning the suspact component part
zold to LL&. trailer OEMsg In this timeframea, wa have had |ess than 100
compisinta and have recelved back only 30 valves where we have verified the
defect. Sealco has kept NHTSA fully advised of this sltuation as it has
occurred and has sought thelir counsel with respect to the best course of
action. Even though the percantaga of fallure of the componant part ls very
stnall and we have no conglusive evidence that |t creates a sefaty problam,
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Sealco hes decidsd to offar Faplacement 110502 Cap Assembliss contalning
the compaonent part at no charge to traller OEM and/or thelr fieat customers.

OBLEM - Thiz potentiel defact only pertalns to Seaico
110500, 116700 and 110800 Spring Brake Control Valves manufactured fram
6-1-03 through 11-17-03. Enclosed is a Servica Bulletin that will agsist you in
identifying the Eﬂbjﬂﬂt valves and Irlatulllng the replacement 110502 Cap

Assembly.

g = By raplacin gﬂm 110502 Cap Assembly on tha
subject valves with a new mumh containing & new 508 Chack Valve, the -
potential fallura mods of the :hauk valve is removed. Sealco wilk provide
raplacement 110502 Cap Assemblles direcily to your flest customers at ne
charge. The raplacement item s maslly installed in just a unuplu of minutes

without any special tools.

E = Owir records [ndicate that you purchsaﬂd some of

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO
- the Seslco valvea that contained the pofentlally defaclive component part.

You naed fo provide us with the following information
! aa soon as poswible on all trailars you

manutacturad with the suspect valves,

Custornei"s Name Date Sold .
Street Address Number Of Trailars Sold
Clty / State ! Zp Code Tralier Modal
Contact Name Which Sgalco Valve Used
Phone Numbar Vehide Jdentfication Numbar
T 19 — Wo will sontact your mmrnars ch the llst, notify

WHAT SEALGO WILL DD

them of the patantial defect, provida them with the Service Bulletin and offer to
send them the 110502 replacement Cap Assemblles. We will request that
they fax back Information on tha frallers where they replace the Cap Assambly.

While we @pologlze in advance for the inconvenienca thio may tause you

and/or your customar, wa bellave that It is the bast course of action at thie
time. If you have anyquestions pleass contact your Sealco Reglonal

Manager, Tom Mario or me.

Sincerely,

_Lamry Saylor :
Vica President — Domestic Sales

anclosurs



215 Eoat Watklna Street = Phoenly, svicong 85004 « 602/283- 1007 » Fox 800/222-2334

@ Sealao commercial Vehicls Products, Inc.

SERVICE BULLETIN January 2004

Seplco 116500, 110700 & 110800 Spring Brake Control Valvas manufactured from
6-1-03 thru 11-17-03 include a #110502 brass Control Port Cap Assembly in the
control port that may contain a defactive rehbar band check valve. The check valve
may develop a hole allowing air 1o escape back out the control fine exhausting at
either the foot valve in tha tractor or any in-lina quick releasa valve. Thie Sarvice
Bulletin will assiat in the |dentification of the valves with the poltentlal problem &
Instatlation of a new 110502 hrass Cap Assembly containing the check valve.

:ll'. ate

[

x elalal®
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The manufacture date of the valve ks determined hy the Date Code Symbol stamped
into the valve. The 110500 Is stamped on the Reservoir Port on the alda abgve the
Sealco oval logo. The 110700 & 110800 are stamped on the brass acrasw cap on top
of the valve. Date Code Symbols shown below for Jun, Jul, Aug, Sap, Oct & Nov are
tha valves that require tha'channlng of the 110502 Brass Cap Assembly. Valves with
a Date Code Symbol of Dec or later do not need to have the 110502 replaced. ©

a1[2][8][8][3][0]=p

JUNE JULY AUGUST SEFTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER  DECEMBER

iINSTRUCTIO RASS CAP ASSEMBLY

CAUTION: Exhaust air presaure in the aupply Hne, apply parking brakes

Step 1 — Remove the blua contral line from it's fitting (Pieture 1}

Step 2 -« Remove 110502 Brass Cap & fitting frem Contrel Port of valve [Picture 2)
Stap 3 « Ramave the fitting from the 110502 Brass Cap Assembly

Step 4 — Instafl naw 110802 Brass Cap Assembly with torque of 6-8 ft. Ibs. {Plcture 3}
Step 5 — Install the fitting back into the new 110502 Brass Cap Asssmbly

Siep 6 - Connect the blue control line back into the fitting (Pictura 4)
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EXHIBRIT B

STRICK CORPORATION
225 Iinealn HQhamy
Fatrloss Hills
Penivpyvbainia, LS4 April 5, 2004
L8030 0004
215 45,3500
|

Asgoclate Administrator for Enforcamant .
Natlonal Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Baventh Streat, 5.W.
Waghington, D.C. 20590

Ra: TRERD Act -~ Monthly Submlssion Report for March 2004

To Whem It May Concarn:

In accordance with the reguiremsnts of the TREAD Aot with regard to any
notice= or other “campalgn® documants as defined uondsr Sec. 579.5 to
gubmit for the month of March 2004, thi= 1= to adviss that Ssales
Commercial Vehlcle Products, Inc. has determined that thers L1z a
poasible defect in a amall rubber component part that Is otillzed 1in
cartaln walves that were manufactured at Sealco between June I, 2003
and Movember 17, 2003. Theses parts were ntilized in the manufacture onf

cartain wehiclea by Sirick Gorporation. Strieck Corporation haa
provided a c<ustomer liat to Saales who will conduct the owner
neotification.

A copy of tha notice baing aent te the customera of Strick Corpeoration
by Sesalco i= enclosed with this letter,

Sirkcars=ly,

".
Leonard Barxan
Special Cgun
H
Enc. - j"

VIA AIRBCENE

LEONARD BARNKAN
Spacial Coxnsel

unafl: chfler@aramotii. e

215.548.9712
Ferv 315 Q40 477X



February 3, 2004

USA Trailer Fleet
1234 Any Streat

Any City, State 12345
Attention: Mr.

Re: NOTICE QF DEFECT
Ciear Mr,

Sealco has become aware of & possible defect in a small rubber compenent
part that Is utillzed in certaln valves that were manufactured at Sealco
betwaen 6-1-03 and 11-17-03. Your company has been identified by one or
more trailar manufacturer{s) as having received trallers that contain these
parts, The sublect component part is a Rubber Band Check Valve that is used
pn tha 110502 brass Control Port Cap Assembly which Is Installed in the
control port of our 110500, 110700 and 110800 Spring Brake Control Valves.

The repoarted fallure mode of check valve is that it develops a hole allowling
supply alr to ezcape back out the control line axhausting at elther the foot
valve In the tractor or any tractor In-lina gulck release valve, To date we have
confirmed 40 such failures of the out of approximately 86,000 valves shipped
during the suspect tims frama.

Even though the parcentags of failure of the componant part has bean very
small and we have no concluslve evidance that it ¢creates a safety problem,
Sealco has dacided to offer replacement 110502 Cap Assamblles contalning
the subjact component part at no charge to trailer OEMs and thalr flaat

eustomears.

FYI - This potentlal defect only periains to Sealco
110500, 110700 and 110800 Spring Brake Control Valves manufactured from
8-1-03 through 11-17-03. Enclosed s a Service Bulletin that will assist you in
identifying the aubject valves by their date code symbol and installing the
replacement 110502 Cap Assembly.

SOLVING THE PROBLEM ~ By replacing the 110502 Cap Assembly on the
subject valves with a new assembly containing a new check valvs, the
potantial fallure mode of the check valve Is removed. Sealco wlll provide




replaceament 110502 Cap Assemblies directly to you at no charge. The
replacement itern |5 easily Installed in just a couple of minutes withaut any
special tools,

WHAT YOU NEED TO DQ —~ We have bean notified by one or more traller
OEM({s) that you have purchased trailers equipped with a Sealco 110500,
110700 or 110800 Spring Brake Control Valva manufacturad during tha
suapect period that contaln the potentially defective compenant part.

Please fax us the quantity of 110502 replacement Cap Aseemblies you nead
to install on your trailers with the suspact valves at 800/222-2334 to the
attantlon of Danislle Charpentler. We will ship you the 110502 replacement
Cap Assemblies af no charge for installation on your trallers. If you need to
know any information supplled to us by the OEM's, such as VIN #'s, Date
Sold, stc., please call Danielle at 602/253-1007.

After you have installed the Cap Assemblie$ on your trallers, piease use the
enclosed form to fax back this informatlon to us so that we can keep track of
the trailers that have had the 110502 Cap Assembly replaced.

We apologize In advance for any inconvenlence this may cause you, however

we believe that It is the best course of action at this time. H you have any
guestions please contact your local Sealco Reglonal Manager or me.

Sincaraly,

Thomas A, Mario
Vice President Sales

enclosure



m Jaafca Commerclial Vehicke Products, inc.

215 East Working Sirest « Phoemi, Arzong 25004 » S0L/283- 100 » Fox BO0222-2334

SERVICE BULLETIN January 2004

Sealco 110500, 10700 & 110800 Spring Brake Control Valves marwfactured from
6-1-03 thru 11-17-03 mclude a #110502 brass Control Port Cap Assembly in the
controf porl that may contain a delactive rubber band check valve. The check valve
may develop a hole allowing air o escape kack out the control line exhausting at
gither the foot valve in tha tractker or any in-line guick releasa valve. This Service
Bulletin will assist in the identification of the valves with the potenlial problem &
instalation of 2 new 110502 brass Cap Assembly containing the check valve.

Ay =¥ 5, Am =,
z i - ~ =
e ; - Lt i M

The manufaciure date of the valve is determined by the Dale Code Symbol stamped
inio the valve. The 110500 iz stamped on the Reservoir Port an the side above the
Sealco oval lego. The 110700:& 110800 are stamped on (he brass. screw cap on top
" of the valve. Date Code Symbols shown beiow for Jun, Jul, Aug, Sep. Oct & Nov are
the valves that mquire tha changing ¢f the 110502 Brass Cap Assembly. Valves with
2 Data Code Symbul of Dec ar later do not nead 1o have the 110502 raplaced.

2118191818 0|

JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER  NOVEMBER DECEMDER

CAUTION: Exhaust-dir pressure in the supply Hns, apply parking brakes

Stap 1— Remove the biue contsol fing from it's Hting (Picture 1)

Slap 2 - Remove 110502 Brass Cap & fitfing from Control Port of valve {Picture 2)
Step 3 — Remova the fiting from the 110502 Brass Cap Assembiy

Step 4 - Instal! new 110502 Brass Cap Assembly with terque of 8-8 1. {bs. (Picture 3y
Step 5 — Install the fitting back into the new 110502 Brass Cap Assembly

Step 6 — Connect the biue control line back into the fitting {Plcture 4)






Hew o service the apth-compounding eheck valve in aur 110500 and 110700,

» Remove control line (bue) - Picture #1, #2

» Itinsert stays in the filting remove insert ~ Picture #2

« Hold coni. brass 2ap with wench, remove contro! ling fitting - Picture 22
» Remove cont. brass cap - Picture #4

« Install new conl, brass cop, torqos the cap to 8-8 fl, e, - Picture #5
Inatak controd ine fitting ~ Piclure #5

+  Install control lve (Dlue) - CAUTION: Be surs insart |s in control iine, see
Plcture #2
























EXHIBIT C

m é‘sa.faa Commarcial Vehicke Products
215 East Walkins SBee? » Phoentx, Azong 85004 = G0Z/2B3-1007 » Fox BO222-2334

December 18, 2003

Mr. Tam Bewman
Matione! Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 7® Sireet, BW.

Washington, DC 20500

Daar Mr. Bowman:

In ran-.pnnnu to qur telsphone conversation ynstarday we have enclosed the
following items for your review:

#110500 Spring Brake Control Valve (cut-a-way)
#7080 Cap (brusy) :
.#808 Check Valve {rubber band)
Cut-A-Way Drawing of #110502
Al Schematic Diagram of #1 10500 S8BGV

To recap the Raua wa discussed, we have recaived twanty {20) fleld reparts of
minor sir leaks from the ¢control port of our Spring Brake Contral Velves - .
beginning In late October of thls yesr. Upen retumn of these valves for

warranty inspection In early Navember we discoverad that they leaked air due

to & small hole In the #508 ubber band chack valve allowing alr to flow into

the hole n the #7080 brass cap and out the control port.

Wa hava conducted extenziva tasting on our simulator in our iab g5 well a3 an
our own traller and found that the leaking alr traveled back vp the control kne
and exhausied at elther the in-hna Quick Release Vaive, If one existed, and/or

- the Foot Valve in the tractor as this lne is apen io stmosphere. While we did

- recolve & complaint frem one fleet customer of “hot brakes®, we havs been
unabka o duplicate eny scenaric that woukd create an application of the
‘brakes. Wae therefore have no reason ta beflava that there s any relationship
to safety connectad with thia malfuncBon al this time. :

Our long ime supplier of the #5308 check vaive haa repeatedly stated that
ihere has been no change in tha material or processes usad to produce this
scomponent and therefore can offer us ne explanation for the occaslongl faiure
of the prodact. In an effort to obtain an outalde, independent opinlan, we have
_ gent thrae sets of $508 check valves to Smithers Scieditific Services in Akron,
Dhio; 8 of the failed chack valves, B chack valves produced from 1994 to- 2001



and 30 of the current stock of check valves. Emithers will test the ¢check
valves to determine thelr basic compasition, specific chemical contant of
acrylonitribe, plesticizer and carbon and dimensional Integrity. We anticipate
the results of these lasts to be reported foday or Monday.

.On November 18" we ceased ghipping Spring Brake Control Valves with the

_ #508 cheek vaiva and made the follswing modifications. We had the check
vaivs supplier increase the durometer of the rubber, which incresses the

strength of the check valve, and we decreased the machined hole diameter in

the #7080 cap. While these chengea will have no affact on the function of the

Spring Brake Control Valve or tha intemal check valve, they serve o lessan

any possibility of the ohank valve developing a hole end therafore a leak.

As we discussed on lhe phone, the #5308 functions as an antl-compounding
cne-way chack valve inskie the Spring Brake Control Valvs. f you would like
a more detailed description of how it funcions under various conditions In the

alr brake system pleasoe give Tom a call at your convenienca,

We will continue to aggreasively pursue our Investigation of the problem and
-monitor any additional reports of the situafion. Wa look forward to updating

you on our progress in the naar future,

Sincersly, _ -
@W ﬂi]"M‘ * ;;; ;é; )
Thomas A. Marfo Larty Saylar

‘Vice President . Vice Fres/dant

anclosures



EXHIBIT T

m Sealoo Commercial Vehicle Products, Inc.

215 Easl Wotking Street « Phoenix, Arlzona 85004 1+ 602/253 107 « Fax 9002273334

SERVICE BULLETIN January 2004

Sealce 110500, 110700 & 110800 Spring Brake Controi Valves manufactured from
6-1-02 thtu 11-17-03 include a ¥110502 brass Cenlrol Port Cap Assembly in the
control port 1hat may contain a defective rubber band check valve. The check valve
may develop & hole allowlng air to escape hack out the control line exhausting at
either the fool valve in the racier or ary in-ine quick relaase valve. This Service
Bulletin wilt assisi in the ideniificdtion of the valves with the pclential problem &
installation of a new 110802 trass Cap Assembly containing the chieck valve,

VALVE IDENTIFICATION FOR CRANGING 118502 BRASS CAP ASSEMBLY
The manufacture date of the valve s detarmined by the Date Code Symbol stamped
into the valve. The 110500 is stamped on ke Reservoir Port on tha side above lhe
Sealco oval lego. The 110700 & 110800 are stampad on the brass screw cap on top
of the valve. Date Code Symbals shown balow for Jun, Jul, Aug, Sep, Oct & Nov are
the valves that require the changing of the 110502 Brags Cap Assembly. Valves wilh
‘a Date Code Symbe! of Dac or later 2o aot need 1o have the 110502 replaced.

2]12][9]18]18118][

JUNE JULY AUGLST  SEPTEMBER OCTORER  NOVEMOER  DECEMBER

CAUTION: Exhatust alr pressure In the supmly lne, apply parking brakes

Stap | — Remove the blue contral line from it's fitting (Picture 1)

Stap 2 ~ Remove 110502 Brass Cap & fitting from Contro! Port of valve {Picture 2)
Stap 3 — Removae the fitting from the 110502 Brass {ap Assembiy

Stap 4 - install new $10502 Brass Cap Assembiy with torque of 6-8 . bs, {Picture 3)
Step 5 - Install the fitting back inta the new 110502 Brass Cap Aszembly

Step 6 — Connect the biue control line back into tha fitling (Picture 4)






How to service the andi-compounding check valve in our 110500 and 110700,

+ Remove control ine (Blug) - Picture #1, #2

v [finsed stays in the fitting remove insert - Picture #2

« Hold cont. brass cap with wench, remove control [ine fiting — Picture #3
+ Remove cont. brass cap - Plcture #4

« Install new cont. brass cap, torque the cap to 5-8 . ba. - Pigture #5

» nalek control Jine filtlng — Piciure #8

v Install control ling (hiva) - CAUTION: Be sure insert Is in control line, sue
Plicture #2
























S6dIco FaX BacK Notitication - #110502 Cap Assembly Installation

Flease use this form to fax notification back to Sealco of each trailer on which you have Instalied
MNew #110502 Cap Assembly on a 110500, 110700 or 110800 Spring Brakewcuntrol Valé. :

FAXED FROM:
Date Faxed: Page of

Company Mame: Phone:
Contact Name: Fax No:

PLEASE FAXTO: DANIELLE CHARPENTIER - (B0D) 222-2334

.0 140700 3 Soid

0 110600 U Scrapped
0 110600

O 110700 O Sokl

o 410800 Q Scrappad
WEET -]

0 190708 < Gold

Q 110800 O Serapped
O 110500

0 110700 3 Soid

0 110800  Scrapped
3170500

O 110700 Q Soid

0 410800 E]Sa‘appnd
3 110600

D 110700 ' Q1 Sold

2 110600 L Scrapped
0110600

O 110700 2 Soki

0 110600 Q Screpped
0 110600

Q 110760 9 Soid

0 110800 O Scrapped
0 110500

O 110700 o Soid

D 110800 Q Scrappad
T 110500

2110700 d Sold

0 110800 L Scrapped
Q410800

0 110700 0 Sald

0 110800 O Scrapped

Please use a saparate form for adcitional trailers. SCVP. FNEOZ.0100



