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applise io a delsrmination by General Molors of & safely defact involving certain aona—ngqmm
model year Saab 8-8 Sport Sedan model vehlcles. 2

S78,8{c){1): Sash Automoblle AB {Saab), & subsidiary of Ganeml Motars Corporation (the
desiognated agent for Saab).

573.0(cH2U3) (4} This infonmation | shown on the attached shaat,

SZAG{6HS]L Saab hea decided that a dafect, which ralatea to motor vehiple safely, axiste n
oertain 2003 and 2004 mods! yeor Saeb 0-3 Sport Sedene. Some of thase vahicles were
produced wih asat belt retractors that were damaged during the manufactunng procsess by the
supplier. i damaged, aver dma, the Altomatic Tensloning System {ATS) cable In he seatbelt
ratacior coukd break; causing webbing spooiad out by the yser to not ratract, This condition
would be civious to the driver and/or pasasngar. With thie condition in the event of a vehicls
crash, a frort seet coupant may receive mors severe injuries,

S73.8{ci(E} Saah Avtomablle A8 and the suppliar {Takata} began an iwvestigation in Sepiembar
of 2003 after recelving fleid reports of sear beit rotracter malfunctions. The i
revealsd that the suppier had routed the retractor cable incarmecty in the ATS maching during
aesembly. This Incomect routing could damags tha retractor wire by stripping the coating, which
coukl ceuse the retractor gabla b break. Takata aralvred the data and providet an estimated
fallure rate for tha damponent.

Saab Statistical Engineering began an advancad fallure rate nnalysia during November of 2003,
wndd s n resull of that anatysis, decided to callact mora field parformanpa Ceta and retimed

parts for further Inveatigation. :

in February of 2004 Saab Stalistical Englnenring disagresd with Takata's aatmated failure rate.
Takata coflactad additional informadion and completed a new atattaticsl study on the forecasted
falls in March 2004. In Aprl 2004 after reviewing all avallable data, the Saab FPE Stearing
Committae recommandad a worliwide Product Sufety Cempelgn. On Mey 3, 2004 the European
Fieid Action Dacigion Commitee made the decision to conduct & worldivide Product Safety

Campaign.

573.5{c)(B): Sewb @ curently developing & sorvke provedure to raplace agatbelt rotracwy
acsamblios on al invoved vahlelos. -

Pursuant to 577.11{s}, Saab does not balleve notification about reimbursamant is required for
thia reasil Irvalmed vehiclas ave povened by the new vahlole warranty.
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The following information I& submitted pursuant 10 the requirements of 43 CFR $73.6 awit [



$73.6CH9: Sagb 9 currsmly working with the supplisr fo obtain the parts necessary fo begin
thiz sefety recall. Draft capies of the dealer bulatin and owner netification, and the scheduled
malling dwbes will ba Forwarded to NHTSA whan thay are avalable.

Sincergly,
Guy P. Kot
Diractor
Product Investigations

15017 - 04040
Atlachments



15047 } Danan

VEHICLEB PDTEH“N.L"I’!FFEGTED BY MAKE, MEDEL. AND MODEL YEAR

NODEY, MOCDEL NUMBER WU;EIL.:IEH!::IIEG DATES DESCGRIPTIVE INFO. TO
MAKE SERIES YEAR BMOLVED (EROMY (TO) PROPERLY IDENT. VEH.
Seab 93 2003 m™s  0Im2 0803 Sport Sedans
Sasb 93 2004 5880 0803 08408 Sport Sedane
31,385
* All afectad vehictes wil be careclad.
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