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April 8, 2004 L

Mr. Kannsth N Weinstain PP
Assaciate Admmnistrator for Safety Assurance iy
National Highway Trafflc Safety Administraton
400 Seventh Streat, S.W.

Waghingion, DG 20590 ' i T

BTG Y b U7
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Daar Mr. Wainateln;

Re.: Submissian of Part 573 report for 2001, 2002 and cerizin 2003 mode] yesr
Mazda Tribute vehicles

Pursuant to Part 573 of Title 48 of the Code of Federal Regulations, "Defect
and Nancampliance Reports,” Mazda North American Operationa (MNAQ), on hehalf
of Mazda Motar Corporation of Hiroshima, Japan (Mazda), submita tha following
Information cencamtng a safety-related recall action that it is inltiating. :

573
Mazda Moty Corporation with Dasignated Agent

David 5. Rohertgon

Manager,

Environhmantal and Safety Erglnearing
Mazda North American Opsrations
1500 Enterprisa Drive, Allen Park
Michigan 48101-2053

Some 2001, 2002 and cartain 2003 model yoar Mazda Tribute vehicles built
between April 17, 2000 and September 11, 2002 with the Vehicle idertification
Numbsr (VIN) range bafwean 4F2™"1KM00137 and 4F2=3xXM 11481 -

Sac. 573.8 (e)3),
Approxirmataly 106,000 vehicles in the United States and Faderal Territorias.

o6 573,86 (e){4);

Unknowr.

1500 Emammr Orve AR Park il 481013031 Fargimiig 170,384, 72473
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During decelsrations at vehice speeds below 40 mph the 3.0L V6 anglng may
stall dus to excessively rich fual-air mixiures being sent to the engine.  Vehicles
remal? controllabla and can masily be maneuverad ta the side of the roadway. In
almost every casa the engine can be restartad Immadiatsdy.

Thers has basn one perzenal injury claim alleging that an cccupant was injured
asa ragult af this iszue,

In the secend quartar of 2001 Mazda identifled an Ingreasing number of reports
 and wamanty claims allaging engina etalling that Invalved 2001 meodel year Tribuie
vahicles bullt with the 3.0L V8 Duratec engine, ard askad Ford to investigate thie
iosue, becauss Ford has engmeering responsibiity of Mazda Tributa.  In August 2001
Ford arganizad a issk foree to investigate the root causaa for thaas allegad Incidents.
In Decembar 2001 the agancy opanad a Preliminary Evahuation (PE} Investigation
{(PEQ1-043) of 3.0L engine sialling in 2001 and 2002 mede! year Mazda Tribute
‘wehides.  In January and September of 2002 Ford revised the poweriraln calloration
Tor new vahlcla prodiiction to prevant engine stalling during ¢losed throttie vehicle
decelarations below 40 mph. In Decamber 2002 all of thesa calibration changas
wira made avaiabis 1o the dealerships whan tha latest TSBE (01-014/02R) was iszued,
On February 24, 2003 the agency upgradad W's irvestigation and seat Mazxda an
Engineering Analysis (EA) infomation mqusst letter (EA0Z-02T), On December 12,
3 the agency requested updates for owner and fisld reports and warranty ciaims.
On March 30, 2004 Mazda was Informed that Ford decided to conduct a racall
campalgn for this issue on 2001, 2002 and cortain 2003 modsi yaar Ford Escape.
After reviewing the information, Mazda has decided to conduct a recall campaign on
12;!01 , ZﬂIEz and cartatn 2003 modsal year Mazda Tribute and Inttiated preparations far
s reca

Sec. 573.6 (&7
Not Applicabla

Sec 5735 ()AL

Owners of racord will be notiffied of the defect by first clasg mail in Apsil 2004
and be instructed to bring their vehicle 1o Mazda dealer. Repair will ba rmed at no
" cost to the vehicle pwner.

A copy of the reimbursement plan fo be sent to ownars and dealers as an
attachment to #he cwner notification letter will be provided under separate cover when
they bacome avallable. With respact to reimbursamant, customers will be
raimbursed basad en the submission of @ recelpt Incicating the amount pakd by the
. customer to renvedy this defect ' .

Sec. 573.8 (e & (10):

A copy of the notification leiter to be sant io owners and desiers will be
provided under separate cover when they become availabla.
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Seoc, 573.6[(e1{11):
' Mazda has assigned racall number 1904D to this action.

Sincergly yours,

Mazda Narth American Operaftions

P i o

id G
Manager,
Environmantal 8 Safaty Engineering



