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Puranant to Part 573 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Defect and Noncomplisnce
Respomaibility and Reports, the following information concerning 8 noncompliance with 8 motor vehicle
safety standard and a defect in service replacaiment equipment that may be relatad to motor vebicle safaty
i& submitted on behalf of TRW Vehicle Safety Systems Inc. and certain of its affillated eompanies

{“TRW™).
SI3.5(cK1) and (2}

The auspect equipment sonsiste of certain sarvice replacement seat belt aesemblies mannfactured fise
TRW, 4505 West 26 Mile Rosd, Washington, MI 49004, telephone number (586) 781-7200, at the Del
Narte, Mexico, production plant of TRW Vehicle Safety Systems de Meaxico 8.A. de C.V. The seat belt
assemblies exhibit a no-lock condition during an FMYSS 209 84.3(jW 1) 0.7g vehicle msnsing mechanism
tast (although these assemblies slso heve B secondary web setise locking feature which tests within
specification). The suspect equipment was manufactured for driver side service replacement application
oaily for 1997 Ford Motor Comperty (“Ford™) Escort 4-door and station wagon platform. vehicles; the Ford
part mmber is FICZ54611BOYAAC, The subject parts were mamifactured in a gingle ot of 388 pieces

an December 6 and 9, 2002,

S73.Hc)(3)

TRW shipped 388 driver side service replacement seat belt assemblies to Ford, of which at this time it is
believed that 262 aszemblics have been ingtalled into vehicles and are considered “in the field." The
remainder of the assemblies been or are in the procezs of being retorned and/or destroyed.

S73.3(c)(4)

It in helieved that alt 38R seat belt apsemblics from the suspect population contain the condition deset{bed

in thig letter.
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S13.5(cH3)

The parts were misassembled bry the improper placement of a link lever within the wnit’s locking
mechanism.

S13.35(c)6) and (1)

On June 9, 2004, TRW was notified that 8 Ford employee had examined a subject service part and noticed
& potential no lock condition. Subsequent investigation required rebomn of service parta from Ford Service
Depots and analysis of the parts to determine the extent of the population and the perfivrmance of the
asgembly. On July 1, 2004, tests were parformed on certain assemblies from the subject lot and it was
detenmined that those assemblies do not comply with locking requirements of FMYSS 209 54.3(GX1).

ST3.3(cHE)

TRW inteads to work with Ford to identify, if poakible, owners of vehicles which may have the subject
replacement assembly.

313.5(c)(%)
None
ST3(e)(10)
Pending
SI3Mc)11}

A TRW recall campaign mumber has not been assmigned to this matter.
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