
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

1 Tesla Rd. 
Austin, TX 78725 

 
July 22, 2025 

Peter Simshauser 

Chief Counsel 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

1200 New Jersey Ave, S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Attention: Sarah Kohlhofer 

 

Re: Request for Confidential Treatment – July 22, 2025 Presentation Regarding Direct Photon Count 

 

Dear Mr. Simshauser,  

On behalf of Tesla, Inc. (“Tesla” or the “Company”), and pursuant to the provisions of 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4) 

(“FOIA Exemption 4”) and 49 C.F.R. § 512, this letter requests the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (“NHTSA” or the “Agency”) for confidential treatment of all of the information in the attached 

submission that is marked with the phrase “Confidential Business Information” in a page header or tab or 

“CBI” in a file name (referred to hereinafter as the “Submission”).  

  

The marked information contained in the Submission is proprietary, confidential, and otherwise not publicly 

available, and has been labeled accordingly. Tesla customarily treats this type of information as private, or 

at least closely held, and it does not customarily disclose the information outside of the company or make 

it public in any way, except that portions of it may have been made available as necessary for the purpose 

of obtaining advice and assistance from counsel and other confidential advisors, or as discussed below. 

Some of the information contained in the Submission may have been released to outside consultants under 

binding nondisclosure agreements or similar mechanisms, or shared confidentially with other government 

agencies. Such disclosures do not compromise the confidential nature of the information because of the 

obligations of confidentiality imposed upon such advisors. Accordingly, Tesla seeks confidential treatment 

for the Submission. 

 

Competitive Harm. The Submission is entitled to confidential treatment because release of it would cause 

substantial competitive harm to Tesla. The Submission reveals details of Tesla’s vehicle camera hardware 

and software capabilities and how this technology operates and processes data, including data points 

captured in low visibility situations using direct photon counting. The Submission also reveals information 

about Tesla’s internal hardware and software development, testing, and validation processes. 

 

Tesla considers all of the information in the Submission that is marked with the phrase “Confidential 

Business Information” in a page header or tab or “CBI” in a file name to be wholly confidential and 

Natosha McKnight
FOIA LONG BLACK






