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Although not required for the confidentiality determination of voluntarily provided material, 
Honda also notes that public disclosure of the specified pages would cause substantial 
competitive harm to the position of Honda in the marketplace. This confidential information, 
which results from significant investments Honda has made in research, development, 
intellectual property, and human resources over an extensive period of time, has 
independent economic value and affects the financial position, business operations, and 
strategic plans of Honda. Release of this information would give current or future competitors 
the unfair advantage of free access to Honda-specific knowledge that was acquired at great 
expense to Honda. Public disclosure thus would unjustly enrich Honda competitors, who 
could quickly adopt the Honda-proven procedures and standards in lieu of investing the time 
and resources required to independently develop their own processes and gain unearned 
insight into the impact possible future regulations may have on certain Honda vehicles. As 
noted above, this information is not customarily released to the public and Honda takes 
numerous steps to keep the information from being known or released (even within Honda.) 
Hence, in addition to being entitled to confidential treatment under 49 CFR section 512.15(d), 
the information also is entitled to protection pursuant to sections 512.15(a) & (b). 
 
As a result of the foregoing, Honda requests that NHTSA ensure this information is accorded 
confidential treatment and not released to the public for an indefinite period of time.     
 
Please advise me of your decision on this matter at your earliest convenience. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC. 

Jeff Chang 
Senior Manager 
Product Regulatory Office 
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cc: Dan Rabinovitz, NHTSA 
      Sharon Yukevich, NHTSA 
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