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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Mr. Rahimpour,
 
As we discussed, my law firm was retained as outside counsel to LAWA regarding this matter.  My
firm engaged the forensic firm Exponent to investigate the two fire incidents.  Exponent has not
prepared a report and I do not anticipate that Exponent will prepare a report.  I anticipate that this
matter will likely involve future litigation between the parties.  I understand that based on the
above, you will likely need to close your file.
 
Thank you.
 

Keith E. Smith​​

Partner
​WOOD SMITH HENNING & BERMAN LLP

A 21804 Cactus Avenue, Suite 200, Riverside, CA 92518
D 951.779.5015 M 951.318.6684
​E kesmith@wshblaw.com W www.wshblaw.com

Personal Bio ∙ Facebook ∙ LinkedIn ∙ Twitter

 

From: Rahimpour, Ryan (NHTSA) <ryan.rahimpour@dot.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 3:58 AM
To: Keith E. Smith <KESmith@wshblaw.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: File Request - Data Files Related to ARBOC Spirit of America Trolley Bus
Fires
 
Good morning Mr. Smith,
 
It was great talking to you on the phone. Can you please send me the email that we discussed over
the phone.
 

 
 
 
                   

mailto:KESmith@wshblaw.com
mailto:ryan.rahimpour@dot.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wshblaw.com%2Fattorney%2Fkeith-e-smith%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cryan.rahimpour%40dot.gov%7Cb2e4ad8dc7204892d93208da222d23ab%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637859874509499958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L0VX3QscuoL280XSw%2FeDWV%2F8M7ZCtQPp4St1ml5TKe8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FWSHBLAW%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cryan.rahimpour%40dot.gov%7Cb2e4ad8dc7204892d93208da222d23ab%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637859874509499958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HEgiDO9EFUt%2FkBD%2Fc%2Fr%2Fij3tQjx8pthiT3xfMMnZZTI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fpub%2Fkeith-e-smith%2Fa%2F258%2F273&data=05%7C01%7Cryan.rahimpour%40dot.gov%7Cb2e4ad8dc7204892d93208da222d23ab%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637859874509499958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iXk2A5DiX%2BCzSDR8WT73Cyq4ZHIWdDhkPWBsjZpWpgQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fwshblaw&data=05%7C01%7Cryan.rahimpour%40dot.gov%7Cb2e4ad8dc7204892d93208da222d23ab%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637859874509499958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GMrinKUBRXRKsHezlvDLj3%2BDg5eCJpsZGSxSHJXqbDk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhtsa.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cryan.rahimpour%40dot.gov%7Cb2e4ad8dc7204892d93208da222d23ab%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637859874509499958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P2GWkbclzBp2zB0Gk33SvWAINh1HjNnheSqYhihNx8E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FNHTSA&data=05%7C01%7Cryan.rahimpour%40dot.gov%7Cb2e4ad8dc7204892d93208da222d23ab%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637859874509499958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cjIwDr633sdk1nd8TwWehYT%2BUnv3zKzkl%2BvHggm9u6s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2F%40nhtsagov&data=05%7C01%7Cryan.rahimpour%40dot.gov%7Cb2e4ad8dc7204892d93208da222d23ab%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637859874509499958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8WlR%2FMOG8dqeRshctPI7lhMpF7ZzbgpGLXwPKJ1skHQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fusdotnhtsa&data=05%7C01%7Cryan.rahimpour%40dot.gov%7Cb2e4ad8dc7204892d93208da222d23ab%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637859874509499958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j2yno0DM2MXawX2jPc1rUrWZHYySZgreoy3EA0vT9kg%3D&reserved=0

















WSHB

WOOD-SMITH
HENNING - BERMAN

COAST TO COAST
REPRESENTATION





Regards,
 
Ryan Rahimpour
Safety Defects Engineer
Medium and Heavy Duty Vehicles Defects Division
Office of Defects Investigation
Department of Transportation
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590
Office: 202-366-8756
Room W48-218

 
 

From: Keith E. Smith <KESmith@wshblaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 6:47 PM
To: Rahimpour, Ryan (NHTSA) <ryan.rahimpour@dot.gov>
Subject: File Request - Data Files Related to ARBOC Spirit of America Trolley Bus Fires
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.
 
Mr. Rahimpour,
 
My office has been retained to represent the interests of LAWA in the above-referenced matter.  I
wanted to follow my voicemail I left for you.
 
I wanted to let you know that there is no report from Exponent regarding the fire investigation. 
However, I am willing to discuss this matter with you and share what information that we do have
regarding the investigation.
 
You can reach me at (951) 318-6684.
 

Keith E. Smith​​

Partner
​
A 21804 Cactus Avenue, Suite 200, Riverside, CA 92518
D 951.779.5015 M 951.318.6684
​E kesmith@wshblaw.com W www.wshblaw.com

Personal Bio ∙ Facebook ∙ LinkedIn ∙ Twitter

 
WSHB CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message may contain information that is attorney-client
privileged, attorney work product or otherwise confidential. If you are not an intended recipient, use
and disclosure of this message are prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error, please notify
the sender by reply email and delete this message and any attachments.
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