
 
 
 
 
 

901 Page Ave 

Fremont, CA 94538 

 

July 1, 2022 

Ann Carlson 

Chief Counsel 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

1200 New Jersey Ave, S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Attention: Thomas Healy 

 

Re: Request for Confidential Treatment – Tesla’s Response to Information Request regarding EA21-002  

 

Dear Ms. Carlson,  

 

Pursuant to the provisions of 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4) (“FOIA Exemption 4”) and 49 C.F.R. § 512, Tesla, Inc. 

(“Tesla” or the “Company”) requests the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (“NHTSA” or the 

“Agency”) for confidential treatment of all of the information in the document regarding the subject matter 

that has been submitted via a Secure Large File Transfer Solution link provide by the Agency (the 

“Submission”). 

 

The information contained in the Submission is proprietary, confidential, and otherwise not publicly 

available, and has been labeled accordingly. Tesla customarily treats this type of information as private, 

or at least closely held, and it does not customarily disclose the information outside of the company or 

make it public in any way, except that portions of it may have been made available as necessary for the 

purpose of obtaining advice and assistance from counsel and other confidential advisors, or as discussed 

below. Some of the information contained in the Submission may have been released to outside 

consultants under binding nondisclosure agreements or similar mechanisms, or shared confidentially with 

other government agencies. Such disclosures do not compromise the confidential nature of the 

information because of the obligations of confidentiality imposed upon such advisors. Accordingly, Tesla 

seeks confidential treatment for all the information contained in the Submission, as marked with the 

phrase “Confidential Business Information” on each page and/or “CBI” in the file name. 

 

Competitive Harm. The information is entitled to confidential treatment because release would cause 

substantial competitive harm to Tesla. The Submission reveals certain vehicle production details and the 

performance validation testing results for certain vehicle safety components.  

 

Tesla considers all of the information in the Submission to be wholly confidential and proprietary, and we 

take extensive measures to guard and protect it, even internally. Public disclosure would enable 
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