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Petition to the

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Now comes Derek A. Colvin, an interested person (hereinafier, Petitioner), and Petitions the
National Highway Traftic Safety Administration (hereinafter, NHTSA) to commence a
proceeding to decide whether to issue an Order directed to Porsche Cars North America, Inc., a
subsidiary of Stuttgart, Germany-based Porsche AG (hereinafter, Porsche) concerning the
notification and remedy of a failure of a motor vehicle or item of replacement equipment to
comply with an applicable motor vehicle safety standard or a defect in such vehicle or
equipment that relates to motor vehicle safety.

Facts Necessitating Order of National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Petitioner is the owner of a 2013 Porsche 911 Carrera S Cabriolet with approximately 45,700
miles, which is equipped with a standard 7-speed manual transmission. This model year ts part
of the 991.1 variants of the Porsche 911, which began production in the middle of 2012 and
continued through 2016. Petitioners motor vehicle was manufactured in November of 2012 and
first sold in 2013.

The 991.1 variants of the Porsche 911 are the first passenger cars in the world to use a 7-speed

manual transmission. The 7-speed transmission used is manufactured and designed by ZF
Friedrichshafen AG for Porsche.

While innovative in many respects, Petitioner alleges that the 7-speed manual transmissions
used in the early 991 variants of the Porsche 911 contain a manufacture or design defect which
renders the vehicle unable to illuminate backup lamps as required by the Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards when an actuator located inside of the transmission prematurely fails. (See 49
CFR § 571.108).

In order for the backup lamps to function properly in such vehicles equipped with the 7-speed
manual transmission, an actuator must move inside of the manual transmission and make
contact with a backup switch that is threaded into the transmission from the outside. The
actuation occurs as the gearbox engages and disengages reverse gear.

Petitioner alleges that this internal actuator is prone to failure because of a defect in the design
or manufacturing of the transmission, the actuator itself, or the backup switch.

The failure of this actuator — experienced by Petitioner - causes the actuator to completely
detach inside of the transmission.

When the actuator detaches, the backup lamps cannot illuminate when the vehicle gearbox is
shifted into reverse gear. Without backup lamps, a vehicle is not in compliance with Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.
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Petitioner is reminded of the phrase res ipsa loguitur and believes that the failure of this
particular part speaks for itself.

Petitioner is unaware of any similar failure occurring in any modern vehicle and presumes that
no manual transmission is intentionally designed and manufactured to have the internal actuator
that engages the backup switch simply fall off during the vehicles usable life — certainly not in 7
years and under 50,000 miles.

A vehicle is in reverse gear for a very small fraction of its operation and the actuator serves a
very important and very simple function. Unlike most transmission components, the actuator
at issue remains stationary for an overwhelming majority of the vehicles operation.

In addition to the inherent safety risk created by inoperable backup lamps, the detached actuator
itself also has the potential to create a safety risk as the actuator may come into contact with
other components in the gearbox during detachment.

For illustration purposes, the following is a diagram believed by Petitioner to accurately
represent the internal gearshift mechanism for the manual transmission present in the 2013
Porsche 911. The backup switch is identified with the blue cone and what is believed to be the
actuator is identified with the red cone:

In identifying the failure of this internal actuator, Petitioner’s vehicle was diagnosed by a
Porsche trained technician with over 40 years’ experience and also by a technician at a Porsche
dealership. No warning lights have displayed on Petitioner’s dashboard at any point.

Porsche, through one of its dealership, advised Petitioner that the proper repair for the failure of
this actuator is to replace the entire transmission at a cost of over $15,000. Porsche was
advised of the facts and circumstances of the failure experienced by Petitioner and declined to
cover this repair through any goodwill.
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Brief Description of the Substance of the Order Which Should be Issued

The Petitioner respectfully requests that NHTSA grant this Petition and at the appropriate time,
Order Porsche to notify all owners of a 2013 Porsche 911 equipped a manual transmission that
there is a defect that may result in an inability to illuminate backup lamps and may cause a
failure to safely operate the motor vehicle.

Further, Petitioner requests that the Order include any other model year Porsche 911 that share
the same manual transmission.

Additionally, Petitioner requests that NHTSA Order Porsche to remedy the defect by repairing
the defective actuator inside of the transmission with safe equipment, or by replacing the
transmission with a new transmission containing safe equipment.

In the alternative, the Petitioner requests that NHTSA issue an Order to include all vehicles that
are confirmed to experience the failure identified supra and to offer any appropriate repair or
alternative exchange of the motor vehicle or compensation for the motor vehiele to such motor
vehicle owners as permitted by law.,

Name and Address of Petitioner:

Derek A. Colvin

[ thank you for your attention and consideration.
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