Main Form Page 1 of 2

INFORMATION REDACTED PURSUANT TO THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552(B)(6)

MONROE TOWNSHIP POLICE
MONROE TOWNSHIP, NJ

INCIDENT # / REPORT # OFFICER RANK REVIEW STATUS
TYSON,M PTL APPROVED
As Of 10/28/2020 13:34:4t
BASIC INFORMATION
CASETITLE LOCATION APT/UNIT #
FIRE/RESIDENCE - CASE _
DATF,[ !’IME REPORTED DATE[ ! IME OCCURRED
INCIDENT TYPE FFENSE{(S
(3101)FIRE /RESIDENCE
PERSONS
ROLE NAME SEX RACE AGE DOB PHONE
restoenT ([ VALE  ASIAN/PACIFIC — K
ISLANDER [

I 'O FOE TVP, NJ (CELL)
ReSIDENT (GGG FEMALE s | (1HOME)NONE

ADDRESS: [ 1:ONROETWP, NJ ceLL
RESIDENT [ MALE  ASIAN/PACIFIC 16 (HOME)

AR« -
avpress SN "ONROE, NI oL S
[ NO OFFENDERS ]

VEHICLES
ROLE TYPE YEAR MAKE MODEL COIOR REG# STAT
BURNED 2019 CHEVY BOLT BLUE I NJ
STOLEN § REC CODE DATE REC REC 8 REC By
ROLE TYPE YEAR MAKE MODEL CQLOR REG # STATE
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Jenna.Marvel
FOIA 1
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BURNED 2013 HONDA  PILOT  BLUE - NJ

TOLEN REC CODE DATE REC REC S REC BY

[ NO PROPERTY ]

OFFICER REPORT {J ] [l TYSON.M (130)
DATE/TIME OF REPORT TYPE OF REPORT REVIEW STATUS

— INCIDENT APPROVED

NARRATIVE

On the above date and time, Sgt. Burns, Ofc. Stolte, Ofc. Maritz and I were dispatched to _ fora
residential fire.

Dispatch advised me that the resident advised that a vehicle fire started from am electric car charger in the garage
and the house is on fire. While en route, Ofc. Stolte advised Dispatch to have the residents exit the house.

[ arrived on scene with Ofc. Stolte and Ofc. Maritz and the garage was engulfed with fire. Ofc. Stolte, Ofc. Maritz and
[ then confirmed that everyone was out of the house. The resident identified as then stated that he
believes the fire started from the electric chargerto his vehicle (a blue 2019 Chevy Bolt bearing NJ Registration

then stated that the vehicle was plugged into the charger overnight.

“stnted that him, his wife identified as and his son identified as” were sleeping
inside the house and woke up to the fire alarm. en stated that they went downstairs to the garage and saw
a fire and visible explosions coming from the Chevy Bolt. then stated that he then tried to distinguish the

fire but was unable to so they then exited the house also advised me that there was another vehicle ( a blue
2013 Honda Pilot bearing NJ Registration #

Monroe Fire Department then arrived on scene and began putting out the fire. Ofc. Stolte then advised the residents
of‘ and to exit their residences for safety reasons.

Sgt. Burns then arrived on scene and we then secured the scene. Sgt. Burns then notified the Duty Officer, Lt.
Solomons to advise her of the incident. Lt. Solomons then advised Sgt. Burns to have the on call Detectives respond
to the scene to conduct an investigation,

Det. Sgt. Saloom, Det. Dzema & Det. Degraw were then called in and arrived on scene and conducted their
investigation. Det. Sgt. Saloom then advised me that it appears that the fire started from the garage.

Monroe Fire Department successfully put out the fire. I then observed that the garage was severely damaged and
both aforementioned vehicles were burned and totaled. Sgt. Buras and I then checked the inside of the residence and
we observed that the inside of the house obtained fire and smoke damage. Sgt. Burns and I then caution taped the
perimeter of the residence.

Cleared scene. Nothing further.

REPORT OFFICERS

Reporting Officer: TYSON,M 130
Reviewing Officer: SGT. BURNS 78
Approving Officer: LT. SOLOMONS 73
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MONROE TOWNSHIP POLICE
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MONROE TOWNSHIP, NJ
INCIDENT # / REPORT # OFFICER RANK REVIEW STATUS
_ DET. DZEMA DET APPROVED
e [
As Of 10/28/2020 13:34:41
BASIC INFORMATION
CASE TITLE LOCATION APT/UNIT #
FIRE/RESIDENCE - CASE _
DATE/TIME REPORTED DATE/TIME OCCURRED
(3101)FIRE /RESIDENCE
PERSONS
ROLE NAME SEX RACE AGE DOB PHONE
kesiveyt [ ALE  ASLN/PACIFIC ciovte S
ASIEOE 1 I
Appress: [ :oNROETWP, NI (CELL)
RESIDENT [ renvaie 44 [ (HOME)NONE
aporsss [N ONROE TP, Ny e S
resIDENTEE MALE  ASIAN/PACIFIC 16 12/19/2003 (HOME)
ISLANDER

[ NO OFFENDERS ]

VEHICLES

ROLE
BURNED

STOLEN §

REC CODE

I YPE

YEAR
2019

DATE REC

avoress S ONjos N

o -

COLOR REG # STATE

]!1AKI". MODEL
CHEVY BOLT BLUE - NJ
RF,!' ﬁ‘ REC BY
MAKE MODEL

COLOR REG # STATE
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BURNED 2013 HONDA PILOT BLUE - NJ

STOLEN § REC CODE DATE REC REC S REC BY

[ NO PROPERTY ]

OFFICER REPORT [} / DET. DZEMA (117)

DATE/TIME OF REPORT TYPE OF REPORT REVIEW STATUS
10/21/2020 10:01:40 SUPPLEMENT APPROVED
NARRATIVE

On10/21/2020, 1 was advised by Dsgt. Saloom to respond to - fora working structure fire.

At approximately 0537 hrs., I arrived at the aforementioned location. Already present on scene were DSgt.
Saloom, Sgt. Burns, and Ofc. Tyson along with firefighters from the Monroe Township and Spotswood Fire
Departments and members of Monroe Township First Aid. Also on scene was Fire Inspector Ernie Zih.

Ithen met witl om who informed me that police and fire were contacted at approximately 0312 hrs by
the resi , reporting that visible flames were seen coming from their electric car (2019 Chevrolet
Bolt N which was parked inside the garage; also that the entire residence was filled with smoke, Upon the
arrival of patrol on scene, they found it to be a working structure fire. Monroe Township Fire Department along with
assistance from the Spotswood Fire Department arrived on scene and extinguished the flames.

Weather Conditions:

Areas of Dense Fog approximately 60 degrees Fahrenheit with a wind coming from the Southeast at 3 mph. This
information was received from the National Weather Service for the Belmar/Farmingdale area, New Jersey for
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at approximately 0312 hrs.

Interviews:

I then spoke with the residents.k.. q (husband)m (wife), an
(son). I was advised that the smoke alarm inside the residence began sounding which had awoken the re A
They began checking each room of the house in order to locate the fire detection device that was sounding.
continued by saying that after not being able to locate the device, she decided to check the garage. Upon opening the
mudroom door which leads directly to the garage, she observed flames coming from the Chevrolet Bolt. She ran back
inside and retgj fire extinguisher, but had difficulties removing the pin in order to make it operational.
According to she then attempted to extinguish the flames coming from the vehicle with no avail. She

continued by saying that at tm smoke became so overwhelming that she could barely see. While

attempting to extinguish the stated that she heard many “popping sounds” coming from the area. She
then retreated back into the residence to alert her family, but was unsure whether or not she had closed the interior
garage door/mudroom door.

advised that whil was attempting to extinguish the flames, he went down to the basement in
order to shut off of the breakers.in the electric panel. He was unsure, however, which breakers he shut off. A
short time later, was able to ge umh out of the residence through the front door to safety.

Description of the Scene:

The structure involved.g., Monroe Twp, NJ, is a two story wood-frame, single family dwelling. The
front door to the residence 1s located on exterior side "A". (Side "B" followed by "C" and "D" continue clockwise
around the residence) The exterior of the residence is covered by aluminum siding and has an asphalt shingle

pitched roof with solar panels on sides "B" and "C" and a full size basement. There is also a wooden porch located on
exterior side "B" and "C".

The structure contained a three (3) car garage on exterior side "B". For reporting purposes garage door #1 will be
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the Northernmost door and garage door #3 will be the Southernmost door (From exterior side A clockwise to
exterior side B.) Contained behind garage door 1 parked facing East was 2013 Honda Pilo nothing
was contained behind #2, contained behind door #3 was the 2019 Chevrolet Bold

The interior walls and ceilings of the structure were covered in sheet rock and the floors covered by hardwood.
Contained on the first floor of the structure were the following rooms: bedroom complete with bathroom,
laundry/mudroom, dining room, kitchen, living room, office. The second floor consisted of the following rooms:
master bedroom with bath and closet and sitting area, two more bedrooms and another bathroom. The basement
remained unfinished and contained most of the utilities: three (3) HVAC, two (2) hot water heaters, electric panels,
sub-panel for car charger, Verizon cable, solar control panel and solar ac disconnect.

Located on the exterior of the residence on the "B" side of the residence was the electric meter which had been
removed by JC jor to our arrival. Located on the exterior “D" side of the residence was the PSE&G gas meter,
serial number and rendin- Located in the basement were two (2) electric panels and one (1) sub
electric panel.

During the incident, the three (3) garage doors located on exterior side "B" were all closed. Upon arrival of Monroe
Fire, it appeared as if the garage door farthest South, garage door 3, appeared partially open or that the bottom panel
had blown out.

Panel #1

-"On": Main, breaker #4(outlet/lights),

-"Off": breakers 17-26

-“Tripped": breakers 1) outlet lights, 2) furnace, 13) basement lights, 5/6) outlets, 7) lights, 8) outlets, 9/10) outlets,
11) smoke & CO detectors, 12) outlets, 13/14) lights, 15) furnace 2, 16) furnace 3

Panel #2

- "On": Main, breaker 1) dishwasher, 2) GFI kitchen island, 4) dining outlets 8/9) A/C compressor #2, 10/11) A/C
compressor #3

- "Off™: 12) outlets, 14) garbage disposal, 15) bathroom gfi/outlets, 16) gfi basement, 17/18) sub panel, 19/20) wall
ovens, 21) emergency panel

- "Tripped": 3) gfi/kitchen outlet 5) attic, 6) emergency panel, 7) laundry outlet 13) lights

“*Let it be noted breaker # 17/18 on Panel #2 appear to feed the sub panel that controls the charging unit for the
Chevrolet Bolt. Breaker # 17/18 was shut "Off", seemingly cutting power to the sub panel with all breakers still
"O[l";.

Investigation of the Scene:

At the conclusion of the fire extinguishment operations, DSgt. Saloom and myself photographed the exterior of the
residence and the garage including both vehicles, the Honda Pilot and Chevrolet Bolt. Let it be noted that we were
unable to locate VIN tags on each vehicle due to severe damage that had occurred. Fire Investigator Ernie Zih had
completed his Origin and Cause Investigation prior to my arrival.

The first floor bedroom/bath, laundry/mud room, dining room and second floor bedroom located on the "B" side of
structure sustained the most fire damage. According to Investigator Zih, the fire began at the charging port of the
Chevrolet Bolt which was located on the left front fender. The charging cord which lead from this port was connected
to an outlet on the "C" side of the garage. The remnants of the charging cord were located on the floor leading from
the wall outlet to the charging port of the vehicle. The fire which burned extremely hot then continued upward
towards the second floor bedroom and out towards the "C" side of the garage. After continuing across the garage and
breaching the doors, the Honda Pilot also became engulfed. Once the fire had continued past garage side "C", it blew
out the rear window behind the garage where it extended up to the rear of the residence. According to Monroe
Township Fire, the chandelier in the foyer of side "A" showed electrical burn/singe marks on the ceiling around it.

According to the resident, the Chevrolet Bolt was not experiencing any sort of mechanical issues and had also not
had any recalls present. The charging cord, when not in use, remained coiled on garage wall “C", it was never run
over by the vehicle. The charging panel was installed over a year ago by a licensed electrician (resident unsure of the

company) and never experienced any problems as well. The vehicle was plugged into the charging port since
approximately 1500 hrs. on 10/20.

DSgt. Saloom then made notification to Nick Chiorello of the Middlesex County Arson Unit regarding the incident,
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Conclusion:

Upon reviewing all aspects of the investigation, to include the interviews, scene investigation, review of
photographs of the scene and reports associated with investigation, it is the consensus of all involved that the fire be
considered undetermined pending further investigation. Note: The vehicle charging system could not be ruled out as
the cause.

A Monroe Township firefighter (Justin Pieron) sustained an injury to his right ankle during the performance of his
duties. He was treated on scene by Monroe Township First Aid and released.

On 10/22/2020, Det. DeGraw and I responded back to the residence in order to meet with the Fire Inspector Zih
and Monroe Townshi struction Official, Lou Buonocore, in order to further investigate the incident. While still
at the residencﬂ‘rovided me a copy of the invoice for the installation of the electric car charger and sub
panel which was then included with this report. At this time, they deemed the residence an "unsafe structure".

REPORT OFFICERS

Reporting Officer: DET. DZEMA 17
Reviewing Officer:

Approving Officer: LT. BANOS 82
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217 Bloomsbury Road
Asbury, NJ 08802
(908) 547-0534
info@pleshelectric.com

INVOICE

BILL TO INVOICE #

_ DUE DATE 10/25/2018
onroe, NJ

DATE 10/20/2018

PROJECT
Car Charger

ACTIVITY

Install Sub-panel in basesment

Relocate circuits to install car charger clrcuit
Install wiring to car charger In garage

Install breaker for garage car charger

Start up gas fireplaces

Total labor and malerials.

BALANCE DUE

QTYy

-lm-l-t—-k—h—‘

$1,930.00
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Township of Montoe Bureau of Fite Prevention

District #1
467 Sporswood-Englishtown Rd
Monroe Township, NJ 08831
(732) 251-0900 ext.3

732.794-2242 cell
Fire Investigation Report
Investigated By: Emest Zih, Fire Official, Monroe Twp. / Investigator
Brian Wright, Fire Official, Jamesburg Twp. / Investigator

Incident date: _

Time: ]

Location: _
Monroe Twp., N-

Incident: Major structure fire including two garaged vehicles:

* 2019 Chevy Bolt
¢ 2013 Honda Pilot

Weather: 60 degrees, Fog, 3 mph SE wind

Occupied by: _

Owner: Same
Occupancy of building: Residential two-story house with attached garage.
Materials of construction: Ordinary wood frame construction,

Damage: Extensive damage to structures including bedroom over garage, laundry
room, kitchen, and dining area. Heavy smoke and heat damaged remaining areas of
home.
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Fire Travel; Fire traveled from garage / vehicle to upstairs stairway leading to
laundry room, vertically to upstairs bedroom.

Bum-through points: Fire Fighters reported heavy fire in garage and upper level of
structure upon arrival,

Origin / Heat indications: Chevy Bolt was completely destroyed, origin around area
of front driver’s side door. Remains of charging cord found in debris found in that
area. Vehicle was backed into garage and cord was plugged into outlet on left side
wall facing garage. Cord went from outlet, around front of car, to car receptacle,
Only the metal strands remained at both ends of the cord.

Occupant Statement:

- _ reported that the garaged Chevy Bolt was plugged into the
garage receptacle at approximately 3 PM on October 20, the previous afternoon.
Around 3 AM, th reported hearing the smoke detectors, and-
found smoke in the front area of the garage. Th- grabbed a fire

extinguisher while the son called 9-1-1, but the smoke was too heavy to enter the
garage.

F reported that the smoke / fire was in the front of the garage area but
could not be specific. A garden hose was stretched but could not reach the front of
the garage.

The Chevy Bolt was being charged at the time of the fire. The area around the
vehicle could not be ruled out as a point of origin.

Conclusion:

The fire was ruled undetermined pending further investigation. Note: the vehicle
and charging system could not be ruled out as the cause.

Ernest Zi

Fire Official Monroe Fire District
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1 DEPARTMENT

VEHICLE/PROPERTY DESCRIPTJON REPORT (SHORT FORM)
Tom 3 CASE W0

4 PROA. CASENO,
Monroe Township Police Department
WWL T
18, [1 v
Do -
14 LOCATION OF 1038 (8] F 5 R t2ucic, Nja_
13 FINDERPISSLISOAD NAME (LAST, FIRST, DOLE) | 14 i ﬁ 15. DATEN C IC CANCELED
17 TEAETYPE MO,
24 COLOR 2 AECISTRATION NO ETATE 2. VI HOTHER IDONTTYING NO.
N/A N/A N/A
27 LOCATION OF SPOUNDSTORAGE 29. CONDITION OF VEHICLE
MTPD Evidence N/A
PROPERTY DESCRIFTON COOE TABLE (ENTEA NUMBER N CODE COLLIIN BELOW) 3 PROPERTY STATUS
1 AIRCRAST 14 GAMBUING EQUIPNENT 25 RADIOITVIVCR 51 OTHER COCAINE |. STOLEN
2 ALCOMOL 15. KEAVY CONSTINOUST EQuep 27 RECORDINGS-AUDIONVISUAL 52, HASHISH 2.L08T
3 AUTOMOBILE 16. HOUSEHOLD GOODS 20 RECREATIONAL VEH.CLES 53, HEROIN 1. FOUND
4 BICYCLE 17 JEWELRYIPRECIOUS METALS 29 STRUCT-SINGLE OCCUPANCY 54 MARIJUANA 4. SEZED
5 AUS 18 UVESTOCK 30 STRUCT-OTMER DWELLING 55 MORPHINE 5. RECOVERED
8 CLOTHINGFURS 18. MERCHANDISE 1 STRUCT-COMMBUSINESS 58. DPIUM €. BURNED
7 COMPUTER HARD /SOFT 20. MONEY 32 STRUCT-INDUST/MANUFACT 57 DOTHER NARCOTICS 7 DAMAGEQ/DESTROYED
8 CONSUMABLE GOODS 21 NEGOTWABLE INSTRUMENT 33 STRUCT-PUBLIC/COMMUNITY 58.L8D 8. BAFEKEEPING
9 CREDITMERIT CARDS 22 NON-NEGOTIABLE INST 34 STRUCT-STORAGE £9 PCP __ogwygfgg_:g%ﬁ_
11 DRUGS! NARCOTIC EQUIP,  23. OFFICE EQUIFMENT 35 STRUCT-OTHER 60. OTHER HALLUCINOGENS Ti
12. FARM EQU:PMENT 24, OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE 38 TOOLS 61 AMPHETAMINES/METH 1. RETURNED
1). FIREARMS 25. PURSEMANDBAG/WALLET 7 TRUCK 62. OTHER STIMULANTS 2. HELD AS EVIDENCE
38, VEHICLE PARTS/AGC 6. BARGITURATES 3. OTHER HELD
UNT OF GM-GRAM LO.POUND FO-FLUID OUNCE  NP.NUMBER| 38 WATER CRAFT 64, OTHER DEPRESSANTS 4. OWHER UNKNOWN
MEAS  KG KILOGRAM MUL-MILLILITER GL-CALLON OF PLANTS| 77 OTHER 65. OTHER DRUGS 5. DESTROYED
0Z-OUNCE LTLITER DU.DOSAGE UNIT EA-EACH 68. UNKNOWN DRUG 6, AUCTIONED
0 EL) V) <) M 1S » k4 X,
ITEM PROP PROP ESTURATED | UNIT OF DESCRIPTION/ OAN SERIAL NUMBER ESTIMATED VALUE | DISPOSITION
NQ CODE JSTATUS { QUANTITY A OF ITEM |
| 27 5 1 ea. |CD containing photos of scenc:l_'_._- N/A N/A 2
TOTAL VALUE 35 CURRENCY 10 JEWELRY 41 FURS 42 CLOTHWG 4 AUTO 44 MISCELLANEOUS
STOLEN PROPEATY N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
4S5 PRINT RANKIOFF HAME 46 BADGE NO 47 REPORT DATE 48 PAGE NO. | 40 REVIEWED @Y
Det. Stephen Dzem 117 10/21/2020 | 1 of 1
CHAIN OF CUSTODY
50 H] 52 5. S4
ITEM DATE SIONATURE BADGE NUMBER RECEIVED BY PUAPOSE FOR CHANGE OF CUSTODY/
RO
AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE
10/21/2020 Det. Stephen Dzema #117 - 27
0P r €xw- 19
RELEASED BY qu‘)
1 10/21/2020 Del. Stephen Dzema #117.53
AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE
RELEASEQDY SIGNATURE
AUTHORIZED FCR RELEASE PRINT NAUE
v av SIGNATURE
0Cy 200 "R
WHITE -TORECORD RCOM YELLOW- TO DETECTIVE BUREAU PINK - TO PROSECUTCRS OFFICE GOLDENROD
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