
 

 

   

 

 

Tesla, Inc. 

1333 H St., NW, Ste. 11W, Washington, D.C. 20005 

January 29, 2021 

 

Ann Carlson 

Chief Counsel 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

ATTN: Tom Healy 

 

Re: Request for Confidential Treatment – Response to PE20-020 

 

Dear Ms. Carlson, 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4) and 49 C.F.R. § 512, Tesla, Inc. (“Tesla” or the 

“Company”), requests the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (“NHTSA” or the “Agency”) for 

confidential treatment of all of the information in the attached response, including all accompanying 

documents, the collection of which are being provided in response to the information request for PE20-

020 (the “Submission”).  

 

The information contained in the Submission is proprietary and confidential, and has been labeled as 

such. Tesla has taken measures to ensure the foregoing identified information has not been disclosed, 

released publicly, or otherwise become available to any person outside of the Company, except as 

portions of it may have been made available as necessary for the purpose of obtaining advice and 

assistance from counsel and other confidential advisors, or as discussed below. Some of the information 

contained in the Submission may have been released to outside consultants under binding nondisclosure 

agreements or similar mechanisms, or shared confidentially with other government agencies. Such 

disclosures do not compromise the confidential nature of the information because of the obligations of 

confidentiality imposed upon such advisors. Accordingly, Tesla seeks confidential treatment for all of the 

information contained in the Submission, as marked with the phrase “Confidential Business Information” 

on each page and/or “CBI” in the file name. 

 

Competitive Harm. The information is entitled to confidential treatment because release would cause 

substantial competitive harm to Tesla. The Submission reveals the process by which Tesla identifies and 

examines field incidents, learns from vehicles through data collection, how Tesla conducts customer 

service, and how Tesla’s software and vehicle technology work. Additionally, the Submission contains 

detailed proprietary information about Tesla’s media control unit. 
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