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U.S. Department

Investigation: DP 19-002
Prompted by: Defect Petition Letter

of Transportation Date Opened: 08/16/2019
National Highway | Investigator:  lulian Gugiu Reviewer:  Scott Yon
Traffic scfefy Approver: Stephen Ridella
Administration Subject: Front Occupant Classification System Mat
MANUFACTURER & PRODUCT INFORMATION
Manufacturer: Nissan North America, Inc.
Products: Model Year 2011 Nissan Leaf
Population: 10,000 (Estimated)

Problem Description: NHTSA received a defect petition to evaluate failure of the front passenger occupant
classification system mat due to a potential defect inside the seat bottom that may lead
to the improper deployment of the passenger air bag during a crash.

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI Manufacturer Total
Complaints: 1 TBD TBD
Crashes/Fires: 0 TBD TBD
Injury Incidents: 0 TBD TBD
Number of Injuries: 0 TBD TBD
Fatality Incidents: 0 TBD TBD
Number of Fatalities: 0 TBD TBD

ACTION / SUMMARY INFORMATION

Action: A Defect Petition has been opened.

Summary:

NHTSA received a letter from the Petitioner on 07/23/2019, requesting that the Office of Defects Investigation
determine whether or not the occupant classification system (OCS) sensor (or mat) in model year (MY) 2011 Nissan
Leaf is defective, and thereby affects the proper deployment of the passenger front air bag.

The OCS is intended to determine whether or not a small statured person, or a child seat is occupying the front
passenger seat. If so, the OCS disables the front passenger air bag to reduce injury risk to the occupant. When the
OCS mat fails, a warning light appears on the instrument panel indicating that the OCS system is not operating
correctly.

According to the Petitioner, the repair for a failed OCS mat consists of replacement of the front passenger seat. The
Petitioner provided estimated repair costs and a list of potentially relevant Vehicle Owner Questionnaire (VOQ) reports
the Petitioner identified in the NHTSA complaint database. The Petitioner also cited an existing NHTSA Safety Recall
for a similar defect issue on later MY Leaf vehicles.

This Defect Petition has been opened to evaluate the alleged defect and determine whether to grant or deny the
petition request.

The Petitioner's VOQ and the petition letter can be found at NHTSA.gov under NHTSA ID 11234415.
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