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Isuzu Technical Center of America, Inc. 734-455-7595 
46401 Commerce Center Drive 
Plymouth, MI 48170-2473 We’re looking to the future by recycling today. 

August 29, 2018 DET-18-112 
 
 
 
Mr. Jonathan C. Morrison Chief Counsel 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: Request for Confidential Treatment for Information Submitted Under DP-18-001 
 
Dear Mr. Morrison, 
 
On behalf of Isuzu Motors Limited (“Isuzu Motors”), Isuzu Technical Center of America, 
Inc., (collectively “Isuzu”), submits this request for Confidential Treatment for certain 
information submitted in response to the Information Request in DP-18-001. After careful 
review, Isuzu has concluded that portions of the submission are competitively sensitive and 
should be withheld from public disclosure under 49 C.F.R. Part 512 and Exemptions 4 and 
6 of the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(4) and (6). 
 
Specifically Isuzu seeks confidential treatment for the following: (1) Enclosures 2, 3 and 4, 
which reflect Isuzu’s detailed analysis of particular allegations and which reveals Isuzu’s 
internal processes with regard to a critical business function, (2) Enclosure No. 8, which 
contains testing, analysis and evaluations conducted with regard to this investigation, (3) 
Enclosure No. 9, which shows detailed production and parts change information, (4) 
Enclosure No. 10, which shows information regarding the source and sales of Isuzu’s parts.  
 
The information for which Isuzu claims confidential treatment is entitled to protection under 
the test announced in National Parks & Conservation Ass’n v. Morton, 498 F.2d 765 (D.C. 
Cir. 1974), because disclosure of the information would likely cause competitive harm to 
Isuzu. These materials reveal significant information about how Isuzu developed its design 
and the factors that Isuzu takes into account in engineering for the light cargo van and 
larger truck markets. Disclosure of Isuzu’s internal analyses would allow competitors to 
gain insight into those decisions, and how those decisions were met in the marketplace. 
Competitors would be able to gain valuable competitive insight into Isuzu’s techniques and 
its evaluative process and to avoid the need to reverse engineer or to conduct their own 
analyses. As such this information is entitled to protection under Exemption 4. 
 
Additionally, Enclosure Nos. 3 and 4, contain personal identifying information specifying 
Isuzu’s owner base and their contact information. Revealing such information would violate 
the protections afforded by FOIA Exemption 6 and place the privacy of these persons at 
risk. 
 
In some instances, entire documents consist of confidential material. In other instances, the 
confidential material is so intertwined with the rest of the document that redaction would be 
impracticable. As a result, Isuzu has withheld the relevant documents from the public set 
rather than attempting to redact them. 
 








