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U.S. Department of Transportation 

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Mr. Brian Latouf, Director 

FEBO 7 2019 

Field Product Investigations and Evaluations 
General Motors Vehicle Engineering Center 
30001 Van Dyke 
Mail Code: 480-210-2V 
Warren, Michigan 48090 

Dear Mr. Latouf: 

IINHTSA 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE. 

Washington, DC 20590 

NEF-lOlcl 
PE18-012 

This letter is to inform you that the Office of Defects Investigation (ODI) of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has opened a Preliminary Evaluation 
(PE 18-012) to investigate allegations of Brake Vacuum Assist Pump failures in certain model 
year (MY) 2014-2016 Chevrolet, GMC and Cadillac light trucks and SUVs manufactured by 
General Motors LLC (GM 

This office has received 487 reports of brake vacuum assist pump failures in above listed subject 
vehicles. Drivers allege that the brake pedal becomes hard to depress and a commensurate 
increase in vehicle stopping distance with no warning. A copy of each of the reports is enclosed 
for your information. 

Unless otherwise stated in the text, the following definitions apply to these information requests: 

• Subject vehicles: All MY2014-2016 Silverado/Sierra, Escalade ESV, Escalade EXT,
Suburban, Tahoe, and Yukon XL, 1500 series model trucks manufactured with a belt
driven brake vacuum assist pump for sale or lease in the United States, including, but not
limited to, the District of Columbia, and current U.S. territories and possessions.

• Subject component: Belt- driven brake vacuum assist pumps used in the subject
vehicles. 

• Alleged defect: Any malfunction of the subject component that extends vehicle stopping
distance or diminishes braking feel or effectiveness by the vehicle operator.

• GM: General Motors LLC, all of its past and present officers and employees, whether
assigned to its principal offices or any of its field or other locations, including all of its
divisions, subsidiaries (whether or not incorporated) and affiliated enterprises and all of
their headquarters, regional, zone and other offices and their employees, and all agents,
contractors, consultants, attorneys and law firms and other persons engaged directly or
indirectly ( e.g., employee of a consultant) by or under the control of GM (including all
business units and persons previously referred to), who are, in or after 1995, were

















If you have any technical questions concerning this matter, please call Chris Lash of my staff at 
(202) 366-2370.

Sincerely, 

Gregory Magno, Chief 
Vehicle Defects Division A 
Office of Defects Investigation 
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Enclosure 1: Copies of the subject reports referenced in the introduction of this letter identified 
by ODI reference numbers. 

Enclosure 2: Disk containing data bases. 








