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VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 

October 31, 2018 

Otto Matheke, Senior Counsel 
Office of the Chief Counsel (NCC-100) 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
West Building, W41-326 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Request for Confidential Treatment of Information Submitted in Response to  
DP18-003 (Non-Crash Fires (MY) 2011-2014 Kia Optima and Sorento 

Dear Mr. Matheke: 

On behalf of Kia Motors America, Inc. and Kia Motors Corporation (Collectively “Kia”), 
Kia Motors America, Inc. (“KMA”) hereby requests that certain documents submitted in its 
supplemental response to DP18-003 be treated as confidential.  Two (2) confidential copies are 
being submitted as Kia is seeking confidential treatment of the documents in their entirety.  In 
accordance with 49 C.F.R. 512.3(c), confidential business information includes trade secrets or 
commercial or financial information that is privileged or confidential as described in the 
Freedom of Information Act.  See 5 U.S.C. 522(b)(4).  Commercial information is considered 
confidential if it has not been publicly disclosed and if its release is likely to cause substantial 
harm to Kia’s competitive position.  49 C.F.R. 512.3. 

The documents for which Kia is seeking confidentiality were prepared by Kia and 
contain design, specifications and evaluations that it claims is confidential business 
information.  Specifically, Kia submitted the following: 

• The summary chart and evaluation/investigation documents submitted in response to 
Request No. 8 of Kia’s response to DP18-003, dated October 31, 2018 (Tab 12) and 

• The summary chart listing the modifications made in response to Request No. 9 of 
Kia’s response to DP18-003, dated October 31, 2018 (Tab 13). 

These documents were prepared by Kia and contain both trade secrets and/ or confidential 
information that, if made public, would cause substantial harm to Kia’s competitive position in 
the market, which, if disseminated, would allow Kia’s competitors the benefit of knowing its 
design, specifications and evaluations.    
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