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U.S. Department

Investigation: PE 15-004

£ fafi Date Opened: 02/03/2015 Date Closed: 05/27/2015
Ot fransporiation Investigator: Ric Willard Reviewer: Bruce York-B
National Highway | Approver: Stephen Ridella
Traffic scfefy Subject: Seat Belt Buckle Inoperative
Administration
MANUFACTURER & PRODUCT INFORMATION

Manufacturer: STALLION BUS INDUSTRIES, LLC

Products: MY 2014 Stallion 900 Tour Bus

Population: 480

Problem Description:  Seat belt buckles fail to operate resulting in the risk of lengthy egress in the event of an
emergency.

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI Manufacturer Total
Complaints: 4 0 0
Crashes/Fires: 0 0 0
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0

ACTION / SUMMARY INFORMATION

Action: Recall 15E-016. This PE is closed.

Summary:

The Office of Defects Investigation (ODI) was in contact with a fleet that experienced multiple incidents of driver and
passenger seatbelt buckle assemblies failing to unlatch. The seatbelts, manufactured by Taizhou TIANDA Rope and
Belt Co, are original equipment on certain Stallion 900 motorcoaches.

Preliminary evaluation suggested that two significantly different buckle assembly designs exist for a single part
number 67RB1-04021. At the time of this investigation, failures appear to be limited to the earlier design.

Shortly after opening this investigation, Taizhou Tianda Rope & Belt Co. Ltd decided to recall the earlier design
buckles with safety recall 15E-016. An information request letter was not delivered before the recall was announced.
Based on this action by the manufacturer, this investigation is closed.

The ODI reports cited above can be reviewed at www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/owners/SearchNHTSAID under the following
identification (ODI) numbers: 10631019, 10632409, 10633199 and 10633213.
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