
25. The manufacturing defect(s) described above were a producing cause of the damages 

alleged herein. 

CAUSE OF ACTION - NEGLIGENCE 

26. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph set forth above as if fully se.t forth herein. 

27. Defendants were neg)jgent and failed to act as a reasonable, prudent manufacturers 

when they committed the following acts and/or omissions: 

(a) manufactured the subject switch, switch springs, clutch safety interlock 
assembly, and vehicle without adequate design guidelines, manufacturing 
requirements, component part specifications, or qua)jty contro l procedures 
related to the function of the clutch safety interlock; 

(b) failed to adequately monitor manufacturing processes; 

(c) failed to conduct adequate qua)jty control verification in the United States 
and abroad; 

(d) failed to implement safer alternative designs whkh would have prevented 
the subject hazard and failed to warn of the risks created by a failed switch; 

(e) failed to adequately investigate other reported claims or incidents involving 
clutch safety interlock failures; 

(t) failed to adequately notify the public concerning the existence of a defect in 
the subject clutch safety interlock; 

(g) negligently fa iled to perform adequate failure mode and effects analysis and 
similar engineering activities to prevent such failures; and, 

(h) neg)jgently designed the components. 

28. Defendants' negligent acts and/or omissions were a proximate cause of the damages 

alleged herein. 
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CAUSE OF ACTION - GROSS NEGLIGENCE AND EXEMPLARY DAMAGES 

29. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph set forth above as if fully set forth herein. 

30. Defendants' conduct complained of above was grossly negligent. Defendants' conduct, 

when viewed objectively, from the standpoint of the actor at the time of its occurrence involved an 

extreme degree ofrisk, considering the probability and magnitude of the potential harm to others; and 

Defendants both directly and by and tluough their employees and Vice-Principals, had actual, 

subjective awareness of the risk involved, but nevertheless proceeded to engage in the complained 

of conduct with conscious indifference to the rights, safety, and welfare of others. 

31. As a result of Defendants' conduct, Plaintiffs seek the maximum exemplary damages 

permitted by law as to each Defendant. 

32. 

33. 

SURVIVAL CLAIM - ESTA TE OF 

Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph above as if fully set forth herein. 

Plaintiffs are heirs of the Estate o 

administration of the Estate bas taken place and none is necessary. As such, 

legal representative of the Estate o~. 

and no 

is the 

34. deceased, had a legal cause of action for personal injury before she 

died. 

35. 

bad lived. 

, deceased, would have been entitled to bring an action for injury if she 

36. Defendants' wrongful conduct and defectively designed and manufactured product(s) 

alleged herein cause in.juries. 
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37. Prior to her death suffered conscious pain, suffering, and mental 

anguish. 

38. incurred medical expenses associated with her injury and funeral and 

burial expenses associated with her death. 

39. Estate adopts and claims entitlement to exemplary damages as set 

forth previously herein. 

40. Defendant's wrongful acts and/or omissions, including the defectively designed and 

manufactured product(s), complained ofherein were a proximate and/or producing cause o­

- injuries. 

WRONGFUL DEATH CLAIMS 

41. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph set forth above as if fully set forth herein. 

42. Plaintiffs, are Texas statutory wrongful death 

beneficiaries of deceased. 

43. Defendants are corporations or limited liability companies. 

44. Defendants' wrongful acts and/or omissions, including the defectively designed and 

manufactured product, caused the death o 

45. 

she lived. 

deceased, would have been entitled to bring an action for injury had 

46. Plaintiffs have each suffered an actual injury. 

4 7. Plaintiffs have suffered pecuniary Joss in the past and will suffer pecuniary loss in the 

future. Plaintiffs have suffered loss oflove, companionship, society, and affection in the past and wiU 

suffer this loss in the future. 

PLAINTIFFS' ORIGINAL COMPLAINT PAGE8 



48. Plaintiffs have suffered mental anguish and loss of companionship and society in the 

past and will suffer such damages in the future . 

49. Plaintiffs adopt and claim entitlement to exemplary damages as set forth previously 

herein. 

50. Defendant's wrongful conduct complained of herein was a proXllllate and/or producing 

cause of Plaintiffs' damages. 

PLAINTIFFS' BYSTANDER CLAIMS 

51. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph above as if fully set forth herein. 

52. Plaintiffs were all at the scene of the subject incident. Plaintiffs are each closely related 

to . Plaintiffs suffered contemporaneous shock associated with wit~essing-

- injuries and subsequent death. Plaintiffs suffered mental anguish in the past and will suffer 

mental anguish in the future associated with the subject incident. 

53. Plaintiffs adopt and claims entitlement to exemplary damages associated with their 

bystander claims. 

54. Defendant's wrongful conduct complained of herein was a proximate and/or producing 

cause of Plaintiffs' direct bystander damages and exemplary damages. 

INTEREST AND COURT COSTS 

55. Plaintiffs pray for the maXllllum allowable pre-judgment and post-judgment interest 

on any damages they may be awarded and pray to recover all court costs associated with this action. 

PRAYER 

56. Plaintiffs pray that a jury be empaneled to decide the fact issues presented by their 

claims and that they receive a final judgment for all the the damages alleged herein. 
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PLAINTIFFS' ORIGINAL COMPLAINT 

Respectfully submitted, 

Isl Jeffrey T. Embry 
Jeffrey T. Embry 
Bar Number: 24002052 
Attorney-in-Charge 
George Cowden IV 
Bar Number 24071492 
Hossley Embry, LLP 
320 S. Broadway Ave., Ste. 100 
Tyler, Texas 75702 
Telephone No. 903-526-1772 
Telecopier No. 903-526-1773 
jeff@hossleyembry.com 
George@hossleyembry.com 

B. Ward Maedgen 
Law Offices ofB. Ward Maedgen, P.C. 
Bar Number: 007942 l l 
SOOS Greenville Ave., Ste. 200 
Dallas, Texas 75206 
Telephone No. 214-651-4288 
ward@texcrime.com 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

TYLER DIVISION 

, Individually and on § 
OF § 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

STONERIDGE, INC., an Ohio 
Corporation; FTE AUTOMOTIVE USA, 
INC., a Michigan Corporation; FTE 
AUTOMOTIVE GmbH, a German 
Corporation; and CHRYSLER GROUP, 
LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability 
Company; and ARROW 
MANUFACTURING CO., a Connecticut 
Company. 

Def endants. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

CIVIL ACTION NO. 

PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED ORIGINAL COMPLAINT 

Plaintiffs file the following Original Complaint and would show the Comi as follows: 

PARTIES 

1. is a resident of Westminster, Texas within the Eastern 

District of Texas. Mi·- is father. 

2. Plaintif- is a resident of Westminster, Texas within the Eastern District 

of Texas. Ms .• is mother. 

3. Plaintiff Asuncion- is a resident of Trenton, Texas within the Eastern District 

of Texas. Ms .• is grandmother. 
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4. Plaintiff  is a resident of Mexico. Ms.  is 

 aunt. 

5. Plaintiff, , is the heir-at-law to deceased) and there

has not been an administration of her estate and none is necessary.  is the proper

representative of the Estate of 

6. Stoneridge, Inc. is an Ohio corporation. This Defendant has appeared and can be

served through its counsel of record.

7. FTE Automotive USA, Inc. is a Michigan corporation. This Defendant has appeared

and can be served through its counsel of record.

8. FTE Automotive GmbH, is a German Corporation. This Defendant has appeared and

can be served through its counsel of record.

9. Chrysler Group, LLC is a Delaware corporation. This Defendant has appeared and

can be served through its counsel of record.

10. Arrow Manufacturing Co., is a Connecticut company and can be served via an

Officer or Director at its home office located at 16 Jeanette St., Bristol, CT 06010.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

11. This Court has diversity jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a) because the

controversy is between citizens of different states and the amount in controversy is greater than the

minimum jurisdictional limits of this Court.

12. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(a)(1) & (2)

because all Defendants are subject to personal jurisdiction in this district and are therefore

“residents” of this district. All Defendants manufacture or market goods that are targeted for sale
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and distribution within the State of Texas and maintain minimum contacts with Texas by

purposefully availing themselves of the benefit of doing business in the State of Texas. Moreover,

the majority of Plaintiffs reside within this District. Finally, the subject accident occurred within this

district.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

13. In 2006, Plaintiff e purchased a 2006 Dodge Ram 3500 Quad ST/SLT

pick up truck, VIN 3D7ML48CX6G  (subject vehicle).

14. The subject vehicle was equipped with a clutch safety interlock device. The clutch

safety interlock device included two springs. The entire clutch safety interlock device was designed

to prevent ignition and engine start up unless the clutch pedal was depressed. This safety device, if

functioning properly, would prevent a child or other untended user from starting the vehicle without

simultaneously depressing the clutch—an act requiring the strength, knowledge, and dexterity of an

adult.

15. Chrysler Group, LLC and its predecessors-in-interest manufactured and sold the

subject vehicle. The vehicle was originally purchased within the Eastern District of Texas. The

vehicle design activities, including the decision to incorporate a clutch safety interlock device and

decisions concerning any related design performance criteria took place in Auburn Hills, Michigan.

In addition, the decision to establish material specification, supplier quality control criteria, and

which suppliers to utilize were made in Auburn Hills, Michigan.

16. Chrysler Group, LLC and its predecessors-in-interest decided to purchase the clutch

safety interlock device from FTE Automotive GmbH. FTE Automotive GmbH’s design activities

for the subject device, including the establishment of design performance criteria and materials
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specifications, took place in Germany. The device was marketed to Chrysler and warrantied for sale

by FTA Automotive USA, Inc. The clutch safety interlock device was manufactured in Mexico.

17. The clutch safety interlock device incorporates a mechanical, spring loaded switch

which uses springs manufactured by Arrow Manufacturing Co. The switch, along with the entire

clutch safety interlock device, is a maintenance free and sealed device that is designed to operate

properly for the lifetime of the vehicle without any scheduled maintenance and in all foreseeable

environments of use. The device was supplied to the FTE Automotive parties by Stoneridge, Inc.

and its incorporated springs were manufactured by Arrow Manufacturing Co..

18. Stoneridge, Inc. selected the springs for us in the subject device and was responsible

for insuring the material quality of the springs and there ability to meet the design needs of the

subject clutch safety interlock device. Stoneridge, Inc. made all the decisions concerning the design

and manufacture of the subject device at its facility in Ohio.

19. On August 25, 2013  young son, , age 4, and

daughter, , age 16 mos., were in the vicinity of the subject vehicle as the family

prepared to leave the house. Moments before the family loaded into the vehicle,  entered

the vehicle, inserted and turned the ignition key.  The engine started even though the clutch was not

depressed. Unknown to Plaintiffs, the clutch interlock safety device had failed sometime prior to

August 25, 2013 and the springs which would act to open the circuit and prevent ignition without

the clutch depressed were broken. As a result, the clutch safety interlock device malfunctioned

enabling ignition without the clutch depressed. When young  playfully turned the key in the

vehicle the pickup started and moved forward.  was struck by the moving vehicle

and was killed. 
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CAUSE OF ACTION - DESIGN DEFECT AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS

20. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph set forth above as if fully set forth herein.

21. The subject clutch safety interlock device, its springs, and the vehicle itself were

unreasonably dangerous and defectively designed because the clutch safety interlock device was

prone to fail during ordinary and foreseeable use. The springs inside the device were defectively

designed because they were incapable of withstanding the forces involved in ordinary use without

breaking. The subject vehicle was also defectively designed because it was not equipped with any

method to alert and warn a user that the clutch safety interlock assembly was not functioning.

22. The utility associated with the clutch safety interlock device and its incorporated

springs,  as installed in the subject vehicle, was entirely defeated in light of the clutch safety

interlock device’s failure and broken springs. The utility was outweighed by the risks of unintended

vehicle start-up and movement resulting personal injury or death resulting from the product(s)

failure. There were economically and technologically feasible safer alternative designs at the time

the subject clutch safety interlock device, its incorporated switch, spring, and the vehicle itself left

Defendants’ control which were available by application of existing or reasonably achievable

scientific knowledge. These alternative designs would have prevented or significantly reduced the

risk of the Plaintiffs’ personal injuries and Leihlany Verde’s death without substantially impairing

these products’ utility.

23. The design defect(s) in the subject clutch safety interlock device, its incorporated

switch, springs, and the vehicle itself were a producing cause of the damages alleged herein.
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CAUSE OF ACTION - MANUFACTURING DEFECT AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS

24. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph set forth above as if fully set forth herein.

25. The intended design of the subject clutch safety interlock assembly, switch, springs,

and vehicle called for an intact and functioning clutch safety interlock device. The subject clutch

safety interlock device, its switch, incorporated springs, and the vehicle itself were defectively

manufactured because they deviated from the intended design and performance specifications in a

manner that rendered the product(s) unreasonably dangerous. These manufacturing defects existed

at the time these products left their respective manufacturers and in the final assembled vehicle at

the time it was sold.

26. The manufacturing defect(s) described above were a producing cause of the damages

alleged herein.

CAUSE OF ACTION - NEGLIGENCE AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS

27. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph set forth above as if fully set forth herein.

28. Defendants were negligent and failed to act as a reasonable, prudent

manufacturers  when they committed the following acts and/or omissions:

(a) manufactured the subject switch, switch springs, clutch safety interlock
assembly, and vehicle without adequate design guidelines, manufacturing
requirements, component part specifications, or quality control procedures
related to the function of the clutch safety interlock;

(b) failed to adequately monitor manufacturing processes;

(c) failed to conduct adequate quality control verification in the United States
and abroad;

(d) failed to implement safer alternative designs which would have prevented
the subject hazard and failed to warn of the risks created by a failed
switch;
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(e) failed to adequately investigate other reported claims or incidents
involving clutch safety interlock failures;

(f) failed to adequately notify the public concerning the existence of a defect
in the subject clutch safety interlock;

(g) negligently failed to perform adequate failure mode and effects analysis
and similar engineering activities to prevent such failures; and, 

(h) negligently designed the components.

29. Defendants’ negligent acts and/or omissions were a proximate cause of the damages

alleged herein.

CAUSE OF ACTION - GROSS NEGLIGENCE AND EXEMPLARY DAMAGES

30. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph set forth above as if fully set forth herein.

31. Defendants’ conduct complained of above was grossly negligent. Defendants’

conduct, when viewed objectively, from the standpoint of the actor at the time of its occurrence

involved an extreme degree of risk, considering the probability and magnitude of the potential harm

to others; and Defendants both directly and by and through their employees and Vice-Principals, had

actual, subjective awareness of the risk involved, but nevertheless proceeded to engage in the

complained of conduct with conscious indifference to the rights, safety, and welfare of others.

32. As a result of the above-referenced conduct, Plaintiffs seek the maximum exemplary

damages permitted by law as to each of the following Defendants: Stoneridge, Inc, FTE Automotive

USA, Inc., FTE Automotive GmbH, and Arrow Manufacturing Co. Plaintiffs are not seeking

exemplary damages from Chrysler Group, LLC.
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SURVIVAL DAMAGE CLAIM - ESTATE OF LEIHLANY VERDE

33. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph above as if fully set forth herein.

34. Plaintiffs  and  are heirs of the Estate of  and no

administration of the Estate has taken place and none is necessary. As such,  is the

legal representative of the Estate of .

35. , deceased, had a legal cause of action for personal injury before she

died.

36. , deceased, would have been entitled to bring an action for injury if

she had lived.

37. Defendants’ wrongful conduct and defectively designed and manufactured product(s)

alleged herein caused  injuries.

38. Prior to her death,  suffered conscious pain, suffering, and mental

anguish. 

39.  incurred medical expenses associated with her injury and funeral and

burial expenses associated with her death.

40.  Estate adopts and claims entitlement to exemplary damages as set

forth previously herein.

41. Defendant’s wrongful acts and/or omissions, including the defectively designed and

manufactured product(s), complained of herein were a proximate and/or producing cause of

 injuries.
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WRONGFUL DEATH DAMAGE CLAIMS

42. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph set forth above as if fully set forth herein.

43. Plaintiffs,  are Texas statutory wrongful death

beneficiaries of , deceased.

44. Defendants are corporations or limited liability companies.

45. Defendants’ wrongful acts and/or omissions, including the defectively designed and

manufactured product, caused the death of .

46. , deceased, would have been entitled to bring an action for injury had

she lived.

47. Plaintiffs have each suffered an actual injury.

48. Plaintiffs have suffered pecuniary loss in the past and will suffer pecuniary loss in

the future. Plaintiffs have suffered loss of love, companionship, society, and affection in the past and

will suffer this loss in the future. 

49. Plaintiffs have suffered mental anguish and loss of companionship and society in the

past and will suffer such damages in the future. 

50. Plaintiffs adopt and claim entitlement to exemplary damages as set forth previously

herein.

51. Defendant’s wrongful conduct complained of herein was a proximate and/or

producing cause of Plaintiffs’ damages.
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PLAINTIFFS’ BYSTANDER DAMAGE CLAIMS

52. Plaintiffs adopt each paragraph above as if fully set forth herein.

53. Plaintiffs were all at the scene of the subject incident. Plaintiffs are each closely

related to . Plaintiffs suffered contemporaneous shock associated with witnessing

 injuries and subsequent death. Plaintiffs suffered mental anguish in the past and

will suffer mental anguish in the future associated with the subject incident.

54. Plaintiffs adopt and claims entitlement to exemplary damages associated with their

bystander claims.

55. Defendant’s wrongful conduct complained of herein was a proximate and/or

producing cause of Plaintiffs’ direct bystander damages and exemplary damages. 

INTEREST AND COURT COSTS

56. Plaintiffs pray for the maximum allowable pre-judgment and post-judgment interest

on any damages they may be awarded and pray to recover all court costs associated with this action.

PRAYER

57. Plaintiffs pray that a jury be empaneled to decide the fact issues presented by their

claims and that they receive a final judgment for all the the damages alleged herein.
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Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Jeffrey T. Embry
Jeffrey T. Embry
Bar Number: 24002052
Attorney-in-Charge
George Cowden IV
Bar Number 24071492
Hossley Embry, LLP
320 S. Broadway Ave., Ste. 100
Tyler, Texas 75702
Telephone No.  903-526-1772
Telecopier No.  903-526-1773
jeff@hossleyembry.com
George@hossleyembry.com 

B. Ward Maedgen
Law Offices of B. Ward Maedgen, P.C.
Bar Number: 00794211
5005 Greenville Ave., Ste. 200
Dallas, Texas 75206
Telephone No. 214-651-4288
ward@texcrime.com

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of this pleading was served on 

all counsel of record on this 27th day of June 2014 via the Court’s Electronic Filing System.

/s/ Jeffrey T. Embry
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Incident Report 
COLLIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

Sheriff Terry G. Box 
4300 COMMUNITY AVE 

MCKINNEY TX 0 

(972) 54 7-5100 

13077248 Page 1 of 5 

Incident Number: 13077248 Agency ID: CCSO Date Time Reported: 08/25/2013 13:06 
Date Time Occurred: 08/25/2013 13:05 - 08/25/2013 13:05 
Location of Offense: 307 WESTMORELAND CIR WESTMINSTER, TX 0 

Offense: 
Offense Code: INF) INFORMATION REPORT 

Statute: INF INFORMATION REPORT 
IBR Offense Code: (INF) INFORMATION 
UCR Offense Code: (INF) INFORMATION ONLY 
NCIC Offense Code: (INF) INFORMATION REPORT 
State Offense Code: (INF) INFORMATION REPORT 
Case Officer: MEEHAN, CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL Status: (JX) Juvenile exception 
Status Date Time: 10/31/2013 13:25 Loe Type: (20) Residence/Home 
Alcohol Involved: No Drug Involved: No 

Parties: 

Victim Type: (I) INDIVIDUAL 

, WESMINSTER, TX -
me: H Sex: F Height: Weight: Hair: 

, WESTMINSTER, TX -
me: H Sex: M Height: ~eight: Hair: 

Phone: 

How Involved: (W) Witness 
Name: 

, WESTMINSTE, TX 

Eyes: 

Eyes: 

me: H Sex: M Height: 506 Weight: 175 Hair: BLK Eyes: BRC 

How Involved: 

Phone: 

How Involved : (W) Witness 
Name: 

Property: 
Loss Type (E) EVIDENCE 

Property Type: PHOTO 
Brand: DIGITAL 
Serial NO / OAN: / 
Color: 

, WESTMINSTER, TX 0 
Sex: F Height: Weight: Hair: Eyes: 

,ANNA,TX-
Ethnie: N ~M Height: Weight: Hair: Eyes: 

Date Time Reported: 08/25/2013 14:32 
Model: 
Value: $0.00 
Quantity : 11 
NIC#: 

Remarks: hotos taken at the scene 

Vehicles : 
Loss Type: (N) None 
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Date Time Reported: 08/25/2013 13:06 Vehicle Value: $0.00 
Color: WHT/ Year: Make: Model: 
LIS: TX UC: - LIT: UY: 201 3 VIN: Style: 
NIC#: 

Remarks: 

Drugs: No Drugs Items Entered For Incident 

Narratives: 
REMARKS 
Date: 08/25/2013 14:39 Officer: OWEN, COBY 

Small child injured at the location. 

INITIAL NARRATIVE 
Date: 08/25/2013 16:14 Officer: OWEN, COBY 

Accidental Death 

On Sunday 08-25-2013 I Deputy C. Owen was dispatched to a Fatality at. 
in Westminster. Reading the call remarks in the call it stated 

that a small child had been ran over by a vehicle at the location. Westminster Fire 
Department arrived at the location before I arrived. Lieutenant Darren Driskell 
with Westminster Fire Department arrived on scene first. Driskell stated that the 
victims father was still on the phone with 911 walking around 
the concrete slab folding the victim in his arms. Driskell stated that he took the 
victim from the father to check for any signs of life. Driskell stated that the 
victim had passed away. I arrived on scene and observed the white dodge truck 
that ran over the victim parked not running facing north against the neighbors 
fence. The victim was laying in the driveway between the truck and the house 
covered in a blanket, and the victims parents were standing near the drive way 
close to the victims holding each other. Deputy Fontana arrived to help with the 
scene. I had Driskell and another fireman assist in marking off the scene. On call 
CID (Kennedy)was notified and came to the location, along with Stubbs from 
crime scene, and Meehan from the CAC. I called CPS and spoke to Karah ID# 
1390 and she generated a call for the incident and gave me referral number 
63923128. Chris Noll from the ME office responded to the location and took 
possession of the body, transporting the victim back to his office. Photos were 
taken and downloaded to CCSO digital. 

There were not any signs of foul play at this time. It appears that the family was 
walking in and out of the house using the north door where the Dodge truck was 
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backed up on the concrete loading items to take to another location. While the 
mother and father were in the house, the victim wondered out side near the truck 
The brother- got in the truck which is a standard shift diesel and turned the 
key starting the truck causing it to drive forward running over the victim's upper 
body, and came to rest against the neighbors fence .. 

SUPPLEMENTAL 
Date: 08/26/2013 15:41 Officer: KENNEDY, KANE 

On 08/25/2013 I was on duty working Lake Patrol. At approximatley 1307 hours I heard Deputy 
Owen dispatched to a call in reference to a 16 month old child being run over. Dispatch advised 
that the childs head had been run over and it was believed the child was deceased. I started 
toward the location from wylie and was called by Deputy Owen while he was enroute to the 
scene. I advised Deputy Owen to get to the scene, confirm the child deceased, confirm it did not 
happen on a roadway, and to contact the on call CAC investigator. While I was enroute Sgt. 
Meehan contacted me and advised he was the on call CAC investigator. I advised him that I was 
responding to the scene and would secure it till his arrival. 

I arrived on scene at approximatley 1405 hours and made contact with Deputy Owens, Deputy 
Fontana, and Sgt. Roman. The scene was secured by crime scene tape and I was advised that 
the family members of the victim were all inside the residence. Westmoreland Circle runs north 
south and the residence was located on the west side of the roadway. The driveway to the 
residence was on the north side of the residence. I observed a white dually truck facing north that 
appeared to have struck and stopped on the neighbors fence to the north of the incident location. 
A short distance south of the back of the truck was a gray blanket that I was advised contained 
the deceased child. I was advised that when the Fire Department arrived the father of the 
deceased child was walking around with the childs body and Fire Department had him put the 
child down and then the body was covered. Next to the covered body appeared to be brain 
matter. There were numerous trails of drops of blood on the concrete driveway and walkway 
where it appeared the father was carrying the child around after the incident. 

Sgt. Meehan arrived and went into the residence to talk to the family and I stayed outside with 
the scene. Chris Noll with the Collin County Medical Examiners Office arrived and was briefed on 
the information I was aware of. He started taking photographs of the scene and a few 
photographs of the childs body lifting up the blanket. The child appeared to have massive head 
trauma. The body was recovered and he advised that he was going to wait for Sgt. Stubbs to 
arrive and take the rest of the photographs and measurements. Sgt. Meehan finished with his 
initial interview inside and advised he had the scene. I then returned to Lake Patrol. Nothing 
further at this time. 

INVESTIGATIVE FOLLOWUP 
Date: 08/26/2013 10:14 Officer: MEEHAN, CHRISTOPHER 
On 08-25-13 at approximately 1 :19 pm, Sgt. Meehan was notified of a deceased child at. 

in Westminster. Sgt. Meehan was the on call child abuse investigator. 

Sgt. Meehan made contact with Deputy Fontana, who advised units were on the scene and that 
he was en route. He stated it appeared that a 4 year old child had got behind the wheel of a 
vehicle and started it, and it ran over his 16 month old sister killing her. 



Incident Report 
COLLIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 13077248 Page 4 of 5 

Sgt. Meehan arrived at the scene and observed a white 2006 Dodge truck Texas LP/BPW-6832 in 
the driveway that appeared to have ran into a fence on the north side of the driveway. In the 
driveway behind the truck was a blanket with the victim under it. The scene was roped off with 
crime scene tape. 

Sgt. Meehan spoke to Sgt. Roman, Deputy Fontana and Deputy Owen at the scene. Sgt. 
Meehan was advised that the identified parties are as follows: 

(Father) 
other) 
(Victim) 

(Brother) 

Preliminary investigation revealed that Mr. - had backed his listed truck up in the driveway to 
load it with items to take to his in-laws. The family was loaded items into the truck, and the kids 
were going in and out of the house helping. Mr. - stated that they normally hang their keys 
up on hooks on the wall just inside the door be the driveway. Evidently, he had placed his keys 
on the counter after backing the truck up. 

Mr. went back inside to get his wallet, and his wife was in the kitchen packing a diaper bag. 
Mr. stated he walked inside and heard the truck start. He immediately turned and walked 
back toward the door and saw the truck moving through the window. He stated he ran towards 
the truck and was going to try and get in and stop it before it hit the neighbors fence. He stated 
as he was running towards it, he noticed his daughter lying on the driveway. He then immediately 
stopped to help her, and picked her up. He stated he saw the massive injury to her head and 
knew she was dead. They called 9-1-1 and he walked around the driveway in circles holding her. 

It appeared that - had picked up the keys and knowing they were about to leave, went 
and got in the truck. The truck is a standard shift diesel, and Mr. - advised that if the truck is 
in gear when it is started, it will accelerate forward. 1111 put the keys in and started it, and the 
truck began moving forward and ran over the victim's head. 

The version of Mr. - account seemed to match the scene as well as the information~d 
by the Fire Dept. who arrived on the scene first. Another relative also ran outside with Mr­
and she went to the truck and turned it off and got. out and took him inside. 

Sgt. Meehan notified Child Protective Services and CPS Case Worker Amanda Parker and 
Special Investigator Brett Martin arrived at the scene, as well as Collin County Sheriffs Office 
Crime Scene Sgt. Stubbs. 

Sgt. Meehan met with Mr-and his brother, along with their pastor who was on 
the scene. There was a large number of family members who had arrived and were also in the 
house. Mr. - stated that he has a large family in the area, and many came when they found 
out. 

Chris Knoll , field examiner with the Collin County Medical Examiners Office arrived at the scene. 
He and Sgt. Stubbs processed the scene and he took possession of the victim. Sgt. Meehan 
notified Lt. Bradley with the details as the media was on scene, and a press release was provided 
by Lt. Norton. 

Sgt. Meehan obtained a written statement from Mr-and cleared the scene. 
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Post-Run/Call Report 
CFS Number call Type Date/Time Recvd 

08/25/2013 13:06:24 13077248 FATAL: FATALITY 

Call Taker: can Source: P: PHONE 
Reporting Party: 

RP Home Phone: 

Remark Date/Time Y.Ht 
08/25/2013 13:06:52 by 

Remark: 16 MONTH OLD BABY RAN OVER .•• 

by 

Premise 

08/25/2013 13:07:38 
Remark: IN WESTMINSTER for all unlt(s) on this call (120A 

08/25/2013 13:08:43 by 
Remark: 4 YRO GOT IN THE TRUCK AND IT ROLLED FORWARD OVER THE BABY ... IT RAN OVER THE 

BABY'S HEAD 

08/25/2013 13:09:34 by 
Remark: BABY IS DEAD .•• RP SAID THAT BRAINS ARE OUT OF HER HEAD ••• RP IS HOLDING HER 

08/25/2013 13:10:21 by 
Remark: SIG 27 CONFIRMED PER WMF1 

08/25/2013 13:10:44 by 
Remark: RP'S WIFE AND 4 YRO ARE THERE AND THEY ARE ALL STA YING THERE. .. THEY WERE GETTING 

READY TO LEAVE 

08/25/2013 13:22:51 by 
Remark: MEEHAN NOTIFIED AND ENROUTE SHORTLY 

08/25/2013 13:33:38 by 
Remark: NO SPANISH SPEAKING CHAPLAIN IN COLUN COUNTY 

08/25/2013 13:34:58 
UC: US: TX UY: 2013 UT: 
CLR.: WHT VYR:: VMK: VMO: VST: 
VIN: 

08/25/2013 13:42:19 by 
Remark: ME, CHRIS NOLL NOTIFIED VIA ON CALL CELL PHONE 

08/25/2013 14:09:18 by 
Remark: MEDICAL EXAMINER ENROUTE ETA 20 MIN 

08/25/2013 14:09:36 by 
Remark: REQ CRIME SCENE·· CONTACTING 250 •• VM LEFT·· 250 CALLED BACK AND STATED SHE 

WOULD CALL 231 FOR MORE INFO 

08/25/2013 14:23:39 by 
Remark: FAMIL YS PASTOR IS ON SCENE 

08/25/2013 15:53:13 by 
Remark: Unit 250 @ CCSO 

Integrated computer Systems 

Computer Aided Dispatehlng SVSlem 

Print Date: 11/20/2013 14:15:39 Page 1 of 2 



J.l.!ljg 

llnit.!!2 Qffi~cNgme 
120A C. OWEN 

M193 
WMFl 
M191 

140A C. FONTANA 

8203 T.FOSTER 
109A A. ROMAN 
231 C.MEEHAN 
150 K.KENNEDY 

8203 T.FOSTER 

250 D.STUBBS 

120B J. PEEBLES 
J. PEEBLES 

Ag!i!ncy Information 
Agency ID Agcy CFS Ng 
AMR 13077248 

ANPD 13077248 

ccso 13077248 
WMFD 13077248 

Parameters used: 
CFSNo: 13077248 

Integrated Computer Systems 

Computer Aided Dispatching System 

Print Date: 11/20/2013 14:15:40 

Di!!Di'!t!::h Enrgyt@ ~ ~ Qyg!:t@[§ R~g1 Time Time5mint 
13:07:09 13:07:53 13:28:39 15:48:57 00:21 02:20 

13:07:09 13:12:53 
13:07:09 13:09:32 13:09:38 15:31:47 00:02 02:22 
13:12:53 13:12:59 13:21:37 13:52:10 00:08 00:30 

13:12:57 13:14:04 13:28:35 15:28:44 00:15 02:00 

13:15:50 13:18:21 13:21:34 13:34:24 00:05 00:12 

13:21:11 13:21:11 13:56:36 15:31:25 00:35 01:34 

13:26:39 13:41:29 14:21:19 16:12:42 00:54 01:51 
13:43:16 13:43:16 14:05:52 15:00:20 00:22 00:54 
13:53:17 13:53:17 13:53:18 14:09:06 00:00 00:15 

14:15:35 14:34:12 14:56:24 16:26:24 00:40 01:30 

14:49:26 14:49:26 15:19:40 15:27:58 00:30 00:08 

00:00 00:09 

Wilm Regg[l;Rgd Qyey!i! Pmeliime ti'!II Illa .Grid .Qi!t!:Jg; Prioritv 
M1 No 08/25/2013 13:06:52 FATAL 1101 120 1 
12 No 08/25/2013 13:15:50 FATAL 1101 120 1 
R1 Yes 08/25/2013 13:06:51 FATAL 1101 120 1 
Fl No 08/25/2013 13:06:52 FATAL 1101 WMFl 1 

Page 2 of 2 
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