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Virginia, conducts business in West Virginia and aéﬁ'ves substantial economic profits from West
, Virginia. Chrysler may be served through its registered agent for service of process, CT
Corporation System, 5400 D Big Tyler Road, Charlestqn, West Virginia, 25313.

3. Defendant Boone Motor Sales, Inc; doing business as Stephens Auto Center
(“Stephens Auto™), is a West Virgihja corporétion with its principal place of business in
Danville, Boone County, West Virginia. Defendant Stephens Auto was in the business of
marketing, distributing and selling into the stream of commerce motor vehicles, including their
component parts, manufactured and designed by defendant Chrysler. Defendant Stephens Auto
performed inspection, maintenance and repair services on the subject Jeep Grand Cherokee and
its component parts that is the subject of this action.

4, This Court has personal jurisdiétioh over the defendants.

5. The jurisdiction of this Court is proper because the amount in controversy

exceeds $15,000, exclusive of fees and costs; no federal question is involved and diversity is not

complete.

6. The accident giving rise to this lawsuit occurred in Kanawha County, West
Virginia.

7. Venue is proper in Kénawha County, West Virginia pursuant to W. Va. Code

§56-1-1, in that the events giving rise to this cause of action occurred in Kanawha County, West
Virginia and defendant Stephens Auto is a West Virginia corporation with its principal place of

business in West Virginia.
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dangerous and not reasonably safe for its intended use. Additionally, the Cherokee was not
crashworthy in a foreseeable submersion event and lacked the technologically feasible and
available safety features.

37. The Cherokee was dangerously defective and unsafe for normal and foreseeable
use by and in the presence of the public because of its unsafe design, defective manufacture and
lack of adequate escape technology in a foreseeable submersion event.

38.  Chrysler failed to exercise reasonable care in the manufacture and design of the
Cherokee and its electrically controlled side window system. |

39.  Chrysler knowingly failed to adequately inspecf and/or test the Cherokee
before and during the design, production and sale of the vehicle to the public and/or knowingly
placed the dangerously designed vehicle in the stream of commerce.

40.  Chrysler recklessly and/or knowingly sold the Cherokee without technologically
available safety features, despite being fully aware of the important safety benefits provided by
such systems.

41. | Chrysler recklessly and/or knowingly faileci to warn of the potential dangers
posed to users, consumers and the public by the use of the Cherokee.

42.  Asadirect and proximate result of Chrysler’s conduct, Damron sustained injuries
and died. Plaintiff has additionally suffered substantial damages recoverable under West
Virginia’s Wrongful Death Act, West Virginia Code, §§’s 55-7-5 and 55-7-6, and for his
persbnal injuries and pain and suffering prior to death, as permitted by West Virginia Code,

§§55-7-8 and 55-7-8a.












thus warrant the imposition of punitive damages in this case, in an amount to be set by the jury,

to deter such conduct in the future, to punish Chrysler and to make a public example of Chrysler.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for relief as to all Counts as follows:
1. That a trial by jury be had on all issues;

2. That Plaintiff have and recover a judgment for compensatory damages against all

defendants, jointly and severally;

3. That Plaintiff have and recover a judgment for punitive damages against
defendant Chrysler;

4. That Plaintiff recover costs, including but not limited to court costs, of this cause
and interest as allowed by law;

That Plaintiff have and receive any other and further relief to which they may show

themselves justly entitled.

SUSAN JOHNSON, Individually and
as Personal Representative of the Estate of .
JOHN ROBERT DAMRON, Deceased,
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Timothy C. Bailey (WVSB #5839)
J. Ryan Stewart (WVSB # 10796)
BUCCI BAILEY & JAVINS, LC
213 Hale St.

P.O. Box 3712

Charleston, WV 25337-3712
Telephone: (304) 345-0346

Fax: (304) 345-0375
Timbailey@bbijlc.com

Patrick M. Ardis (Pro Hac Vice Admission Pending)
Geoffrey Gaia (Pro Hac Vice Admission Pending)
WOLFF ARDIS, P.C.

5810 Shelby Oaks Drive

Memphis, TN 38134

Telephone: (901) 763-3336

Fax: (901) 763-3376

- pardis@wolffardis.com

Counsel for Plaintiff
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