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Figure No. 2 shows a view ofthe vehicle's odometer. The current odometer reading is 72,443 miles.

FIGURE #2
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Figure No. 3 shows a view of the right front bumper area. Collision damage was noted in the right
front bumper area. The collision damage was not extensive, although it was significant. The insured
claimed that the throttle did not return 10 idle position and she could not control the vehicle upon
atiempting 1o stop. The slopping distances will be increased if the throttle does not return to its
normal idle position. The brakes will eventually overcome the torque of the engine, although
stopping distances will be significantly increased.

FIGURE #3
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Figure No. 4 shows a view of the lefl side bumper assembly,

i

FIGURE #4

Figure No. 5 shows a left side view of the subject vehicle.
was noted.

FIGURE #5 |
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exhibiting collision damage.

Distortion of the bumper and fender area
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Figures No. 9, 10 and 11 show closer views of the collision-
subject vehicle.

FIGURE 49
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affected areas on the lefl side of the
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FIGURE #] 1 §
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At this time an evaluation of the interior of the vehicle was performed. During the evaluation, it was
noted that there were two floor mats in the forward driver’s compartment. The floor mals were well
below accelerator level. The accelerator did not make contact with the floor mats. No witness
markings were noted on the accelerator pedal or floor mats from inadvertent contact during vehicle
operation. The floor mats, both singularly and together, were placed on the accelerator pedal o
determine if accelerator application conld take place through the weight of the floor mats. It was

'determined that the accelerator return springs were more than sufficient (o avercome the weight of

one and/or both flaor mat assemblies. The floor mats were eliminated as a possible cause of partial
throttle application,
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Highway Traffic Safety Administration campaign number is 04V574000. It states “On certain sport
utility vehicles built with a 3.0-liter V-6 engine, the accelerator cable may prevent the ihrottle from
returning o its full idle position. An unexpected increase in engine idle speed may increase stopping
distances and may result in a vehicle crash. Dealers wil] replace the accelerator cable. The recall is
expeeted 10 begin on January 17, 2005.” The Ford recall number for this campaign is 04525,

As it was cxamined at this time, the cable showed no evidence of failure, Once again, this cable wats
a replacement cable and the recall wag performed on this vehicle Prior 1o our inspection, even though
allegations were made by the insured to Liberty Ford that the accelerator would not return to its idle
position, which resulted in 4 crash, By Liberty Ford removing the cable and replacing i prior to the
performance of any evaluations, certain evidentiary issues have been spoiled.

FIGURE #13
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Figures No. 14 and 15 show the routing of the new accelerator cable through the bulkhead and into

the engine compartment of the vehicle. We found ro evidence of Bilures in the routing of the new
cable. The throttie worked correctly.

FIGURE #14
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Figure No. 16 shows the part number present on the replacement cable,

FIGURE #1¢
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Fipure No. 17 shows the original cable that was still stored in Liberty Ford's parts department,
Warranty components as well ag recall components must be turned back in o parts and to Ford

Motor Company upon request. The cable seen in thig photograph was the cable that was removed
from the subject vehicle prior to our inspection.

FIGURE #17
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Figure No. 18 shows 3 view of the parts tag on the cable, This parts identification tag indicates that
this is the new accelerator cable package. The o)d accelerator cable was placed into the packa
storage purposes af the Ford dealershj

FIGURE #1%

Figure No. 1% shows o view of the accelerator cable as it was Initially examiined, No testing or
evaluation could be performed on the cable at this time due to the fact that the cable was not
relinquished 19 us and it had already been removed ffom the vehicle.

FIGURE #19
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Figure Na. 20 shows the Tepair order pumber Wwritten on the parts bag, The repair order number for
the cable replacement for the subject vehicle wag 1494352,

FIGURE #26
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Figure No. 21 shows a view of the instrument cluster during testing and cvaluation performed at
Mayfield-Brainerd Collision.  Please note that the tachometer reads approximately

Functional testing of the idle speed control motor was performed and it was found that it would
function correctly. No “CHE <" lights were on in fthe subject vehicle at the time of the
evaluation and no stored computer codes were present. Functiona] testing of the throttle cable
revealed that it was capable of operation. Once again, this was (he replacement recall throttle cable
present on the vehicla,
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Figure No. 22 shows a view of the tachometer once the

pms were raised to approximately 2200
pms. This was done on several ocea

casions 1o determine i the throttle would stick or bind in any
bind and returned fully to the idle position on each occasion at

position. The throtije did not stick or
this time,

FIGURE #2;
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aining evidence in this case, and based op
ics, it is our professional
y the insured would give indication that the throttle was not abje
fo retum to idle upog exiting or enlering the highway on each of the two separate occasions. This is

I opinion that the events described b
:I the description given in the recajl by Ford Motor Company, It should be noted that the recall had not

been issued prior 1o the event, therefore the driver of the vehicle would have had no knowledge that
a recall even existed op the subject vehicie ar

that point in time. The recall was not slated to be
issued untif January 17, 2005,

pinion that due (o the fact that Liberty

Ford knowingly understood that an jssue
parate collision events due to the fact ¢}

hal the vehicle accelerator may not have
extended stopping disiances and collision, and replaced the

ion and/or testing performed on the vehicle. Thig
. The examinarion ang
gnificantly at Libarty Ford when we were asked to leave
ed was in hand for testing and ingpection,

It is my opinion that the events described by th

e insured mimic those described by the recall notice
and that testing of the accelerator cable way

significantly hindered by the actions of Liberty Ford.
\ Due to the fact that the cable was not refin

quished to us for testing or examination, an opinion on its
defecl cannot be reached at thig point in time, although this cable is the subject of 4 defect
mvestigation and & recall by Ford Motor Division. and National Highway Tra

the Safery
Administration mimicking the events that occurred.

N

ff we can be of any further assistance in this matter. please feel free 10 contag

Respectfully Submitted, (/
1 5 /
J 2 .
L s
ﬂ/épz /J[;jfﬁ--’;:-* /
Mark Sargeny ©
Forensic Mechanic
Licensed Investigator

Ohio License No. 6868
ASE Recertified Master Technician

Lus af any time,
L
v
@/ G
Dale Hodoug

Forensic Mechanie

Licensed Investigator

Ohio License No. 6868

ASE Recertified Master Technician

MS/sk
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