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12, The subject vehicle has been subject to four recalls. None of those recalls involved
the vehicle's restraint system. Plaintiff alleges that she received a Recall Notice conceming the
subject vehicle's restraint system — Recall No. 01S21. This recall applies to certain 2001 Ford
Crown Victoria, Windstar, Ranger, F-Series, Excursion, Expedition, Mercury Grand Marquis.
Lincoln Towncar, Navigator and Mazda B-Series vchicles. This recall does not apply to 2004
Ford Escape vehicles, including the subject vehicle. Ford has no record of ever sending a Recall
Notice 01521 to plaintiff Tara Enyeart concerning the subject vehicle's restraint system. Further.
it is my understanding that plaintiff has failed to produce the alleged recall letter concerning the
subject vehicle's restraint system.

13. Ford Recall 04S25 applies to 2004 Model Year Left Hand Drive Ford Escape
vehicles equipped with 3.0L engines and concerns a potential issue with the accelerator cable
migrating, Not every such vehicle contains accelerator cables which have already begun to
migrate.

14. Ford Recall 04S25 was issued because the inner liner of certain accelerator cables
may migrate out of the cable conduit, preventing the enginc from returning to a full idle, which
can, in some cases, cause the vehicle to fail to comply with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
135’s stopping distance requirements. The migration of the inner liners of accelerator cables is
gradual. This gradual migration can result in gradual increases in engine idle speeds and braking
distances. However, accelerator cable migration does not cause significant spontaneous vehicle
acceleration.

15. Ford Recall 04S25 instructs mechanics to replace the accelerator cables for all 2004
Ford Escape vehicles equipped with 3.0L engines. Dealers were ordered to replace the accelerator
cables of all such vehicles, regardless of cable liner migration or non-migration. Therefore, a
dealer’s replacement of the cables of a specific vehicle does not indicate that the vehicle’s cables
had actually migrated.

16.  On March 25, 2005, plaintiff took the subject vehicle to defendant Huntington
Beach Ford who completed the recall. Plaintiff will not be able to prove or provide evidence that

defendant Huntington Beach Ford did not do the recall or did not complete the recall correctly

174283.1/34-977
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unless the vehicle is inspected.
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Executed February 25, 2008, at Dearborn, Michigan. / h
()
/ /
dk_ / 4 4

MARK TAYLOR, De(a}éram
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PERSONAL HISTORY

NAME: Mark K. Taylor
BIRTH DATE: February 3, 1958

SERVICE DATE:  March 28, 1988

EDUCATION
University Missouri/Kansas City Lake Superior State University
Kansas City, MO, 82-88 Sault Ste. Marie, MI. 80-82
B.S. Mechanical Engingering, 5/86 Mechanical Engineering Technology
Northern Michigan University ] Sault Area Skili Center
Marquette, M, 2/77-8/77 Sault Ste. Marie, M. 78-80
1040 Hr. Agro Transmission Course 360 Hr. Welding Course
Theory and rapsir of all makes of UG, TIG, Arc and Gas
Automatic Transmissions Welding Technigues

Sault Area Skill Center

Sault Ste Marie, M. 74-76

720 Hr. General Automotive Course
General Automotive Repair

EXPERIENCE OTHER THAN FORD

1978-1981 Service Manager/Mechanic Chrirysier Deaier, Sault Sis. Mare, Mi.
All facets of auto repair. Customer relations, supervision of mechanics and wash
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1881-1982 Mechanic Jacquas Construction Co. Sauit Ste. Marie, M1,
Responsible for maintenance on fleet of vehicles, including heavy equipmeant.

1986-1988 Test/Development Engineer J.I. Case Co. {Case/lnternational Harvester) Hinsdale, IL.
Developed and operated tests on agricultural arnd construction equipment.

FORD EXPERIENCE

1988-1988 Product Davelopment Engineer Ford Tractor
Agricuttural and Construction Tracior Development

1989-1932 Product Design Engineer Truck Operations
Light Truck Chassis Component Design

1992-1995 Product Devslopment Engineer Truck Operations
Light Truck Design Analysis Department

1995- Design Analysis Engineer Advanced Vehicle Technology
Design Ansglysis Department
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15. It is my understanding that the optional 200 bp DOHC V6 was borxowed from the
existing high output engine option for the full-sized Ford Taurus sedan which came
standard with a 155 hp V6 and that for the 2005 model, Ford Motor Company redesigned
the engine mounts to better secure and retain the 200 hp V6 in Ford Escape SUV’s.

16. It is my understanding that the Ford Escape was jointly developed with Mazda and was
first sold in 2001 as a2 compact SUV. Built on Ford CD2 platform, the unibody design
was a derivative of the Mazda GF platform, which was used by the Mazda 626 compact
sedan. Both the Ford Escape and Mazda 626 sedan shared the same 127 hp 2.0L 4
cylinder standard engine.

17. I have reviewed regulations of Chapter V Natiopal Highway Traffic Safety
Admwijnistration (NHTSA), Part 571 Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS)
vehicle safety and performance requirements set forth by the Department of
Transportation which applies to all automobile maoufacturers.

18. I have reviewed the requirements of FMVSS Standard 124 - Accelerator Control
Systems, FMVSS Standard 102 - Transmission Shift Lever Sequence, Starter Interlock
and Transmission Braking Effect, FMVSS 105 - Hydraulic and Electric Brake Systems,
FMVSS 209 — Seat Belt Assemblies as part of my investigation.

19. Per Traffic Collision Report No. 05-9935, Officer Dale Shields of the Huntington Beach
Police stated that he checked the gas pedal and observed it to be stuck to the floor board.
Officer Shields made no refexence to any bending or binding deformation to the gas
pedal, only that it was stuck to the floor.

20, Per accident scene photographs, there is one photograph which depicts the gas pedal in a
vertical tilt, indicating a fulty depressed gas pedal.

21. Compared to the exemplar Ford Escape SUV’s, in which the gas pedals appear to be at
~45 degree angle to the floor, the near vertical position of the subject 2004 Ford Escape
would indicate an uprestricted upper attachment of the throttle cable (no return spring
force to pull the pedal down) or an unattached throttle cable.

22. There are various reasons that the accelerator pedal could be depressed: Driver foot
' contact to the throttle cable attachment point, unattached throttle cable, deformation of
the pedal assembly, improper installation of the throttle cable and defective throttle cable.

23. Driver foot contact to the throttle cable attachment point would require the driver to slide
her foot vertically upwards over 10 inches to contact the cable attachment point.
Additionally, there are three obstacles which her foot would have to cleat: an inch square
steel balance block welded below the attachment point and two 3 inch diameter vacuum
servo actuators, used for Heating Ventilation Air Conditioning (HVAC) mode door
actuation, located directly above the gas pedal. It would require extreme foot
manipulation for the driver to contact the gas pedal-to-throttle cable attachment point.

24. NHTSA Recall Campaign No. 04V574000 (Ford Recall 04525) Vehicle Speed
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Control/Cables issued 12/6/04 states: On certain sport utility vehicles built with 3.0L V6
engines, the accelerator cable may prevent the throttle from returning to the idle position.
An unexpected increase in engine idle speed may increase stopping distance and may
result in a vehicle crash, Dealers will replace the accelerator cable. The recall is expected
to begin on January 17, 2005, This throttle cable recall affects 470,245 vehicles.

25. An accelerator cable which may prevent the throttle from returning to idle position is
non-compliant with the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) and would
create a hazardous driving condition to the occupants and surrounding pedestrians.

26. ALLDATA provides detailed diagnostic and repair procedures for the dealership
technician. Review of the technical instructions for the recall campaign 04V574000
indicates that there are two positioning brackets required to locate and secure the throttle
cable. One is a pre-crimped steel bracket which secures, but allows sliding movement of
the original throttle cable. In order to xremove the original defective cable, the technician
is instructed to “open bracket with screwdriver”. After installing the replacement cable,
the technician is instructed to “Secure the accelerator cable to bracket #1 by inserting it
and rotating the cable housing 45 degrees to lock it in place. Position the accelerator cable
in bracket #2 and, using a suitable too, bend down the tab to retain the cable while
ensuring the cable moves freely in the bracket.”

27. The recall procedures fail to properly locate the throttle cable with specific measurements
and fail to provide specific tools for the technician to accomplish the rebending of the
steel brackets around the throttle cable. These procedures are inadequate at best and
create a potential for crushing or damaging the throttle cable housing,

28. Crush or damage to the throttle cable housing by the steel bracket would restrict sliding
movement of the cable housing and would compromise the structure of the inner liner of
the throttle cable assembly.

29, The Ford throttle cable recall procedures fail to provide a safety verification test to check
engine throttle response on an operational running engine. The instructions only state
“Check for fice movement of the accelerator pedal and that there is no binding.”

30. Ford Motor Company only allows the dealership to charge 0.4 hours to perform this
critical throttle cable safety related repair.

31. Mark Taylor opines that the Ford Recall 01521 does not apply to the subject 2004 Ford
Escape apd that no occupant restraint system service was performed.

32, Per Powér Ford invoice FOCS238610, dated 3/25/05, Ford Recall 01821 was performed
on the subject 2004 Ford Escape.

33. Search of Ford Recall 01521 does not correlate to any recall campaign in the NHTSA
database. However, this recall was retrievable from Alldata techmician’s reference
" database.

34. Ford Recall 01S21 pertains to outboard seat belt buckles which do not fully latch.
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Affected vehicle are limited to certain 2001 Crown Victoria sedans, Excursion SUV’s,
Expedition SUV’s, F-150 pickups, F-250 through F-550 heavy duty pickups, Grand
Marquis sedans, Navigator SUV’s, Ranger pickups, Lincoln Town Car sedans and
Windstar minivans.

35, Ford Recall 01S21 states the following safety concern: In some of the affected vehicles, it
js possible that the driver’s and/or front passenger’s outboard seat belt buckle may not
fully latch. In the event of an accident, the restraint system may not provide the designed
level of occupant protection.

36. Ford Motor Company has issued a detailed service procedure to test and identify the
" defect seat belt buckles on affected vehicles using a special Ford test tool. Should the tool
release without depressing the release trigger, the buckle is deemed defective and should
be replaced.

37. Review of the procedure and of the wide range of Ford vehicle models and seat belts
would indicate that the special buckle test tool would fit a 2004 Ford Escape and could be
used to check for proper retention and release of the seat belt latch. '

38. It is unknown why Power Ford performed Ford Recall 01521 on the subject 2004 Ford
Escape. Per Power Ford dealership's records, Mark Taylor was in error regarding his
opinion that Ford Recall 01521 was never performed on the subject 2004 Ford Escape.

39. Referring to plaintiff claiming that the accclerator cable, brakes, airbags and seatbelts
were defective, causing her to lose control of her vehicle, Ford stated that “Interestingly,
plaintiff has absolutely no factual support for these claims.”

40. In response to the above statement, the accident scene photographs show an offset frontal
impact into a pole which contacted the left front bumper and hood area, on the outboard
side of the engine compartment. The hood was buckled, however there was minor
damage to the left fender. The engine compartment did not exhibit impact intrusion or
crush. With no indication of body or chassis intrusion into the engine compartment, it is
highly unlikely that the throttle cable would be displaced or contacted.

41. To account for the observations and statements by Officer Shiclds, without any
significant collision damage to the engine compartment, it is more likely that a
mechanical condition of the throttle cable assembly, routing or securement would cause
the gas pedal to be stuck to the floor. Since the gas pedal is designed to pull the throttle
cable, not push, a detached cable would remain in its at-rest position about its pivot point.
A problem with the retention of the cable’s routing or position could cause unexpected
displacement of the cable from critical mounting points.

CONCLUSIONS:

The basis for Ford’s Motion is based upon the grounds that no triable issue of material fact exists

supporting the existence of a design or manufacturing defect in the subject vehicle. The
preceding points and responses prove otherwise and in fact, prove that the most likely cause of
the vehicle sudden acceleration was the existence of a defective engine throttle cable or defective
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installation of the throttle cable at the time of the accident.

Based upon review aud analysis of the referenced material and based on my OEM automotive
industry experience, this expert opines that the on 3/25/05, Power Ford dealership performed
NHTSA safety recall campaign 04V574000 Vehicle Speed Control/Cables on the subject 2004
Ford Escape. The unintended acceleration event and the gas pedal observation by Officer Shields
(being stuck to the floor board) combined with the critical deficiencies in providing proper
location and bracket over throttle cable retention indicates a deficient recall campaign that
allowed a defective repair which resulted in unintended acceleration of the subject 2004 Ford
Escape.

This engineering declaration is based upon evidence and information available at the time of
preparation. Any new information or evidence, which becomes available, may necessitate a
revision or amendment to the declaration.

Respectfully submittéd,
MEA Forensic Engineers & Scientists Inc

Steven M. Yamashita
Product Bngineer
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