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IN THE STATE COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF FULTON
STATE OF GEORG A

ROY LOUI S BELLI, Individually and

as Administrator of the Estate of

JOHN NI COLAS BELLI; et al.
Plaintiffs,

ClVIL ACTION FILE

)
)
)
)
)
VS. )
) NO 01VvS018431G
)
)
)
)
)
)

DAl MLERCHRYSLER CORPORATI ON,

a Del aware Corporation; ADRI AN
CAMARI LLG, NEBI YU DEM SSI E
MULETA; and JOSEPH BRENNAN,

Def endant s.

Deposition of RONALD E. KIRK taken on
behal f of the Defendants pursuant to the
stipulations agreed to herein, before
Barbara Hilger, RPR, Certified Court Reporter,
at 2719 Buford Hi ghway, Atlanta, Georgia, on
the 27th day of Septenber, 2002, commenci ng at

the hour of 11:00 a.m

REGENCY REPORTI NG, | NC.
Certified Shorthand Reporters
Suite 140
13 Corporate Square
Atl anta, Georgia 30329
(404) 321-3333
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APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL:
On Behal f of the Plaintiffs:
GEORCE W FRYHCOFER, 111, ESQ
GREGCRY R FEAGLE, ESQ
Butl er, Woten, Scherffius, Fryhofer,
Daughtery & Sullivan
2719 Buf ord H ghway
Atl anta, Georgia 30324
(404) 321-1700
FAX  321-1713

On Behal f of Defendant Dai nml er Chrysl er Corporation:

M DI ANE OVENS, ESQ

Swift, Currie, McGhee & Hi ers
1355 Peachtree Street, N E
Suite 300

Atl anta, Georgia 30309-3238
(404) 874-8800

FAX 888- 6199

On Behal f of Defendant Nebiyu Dem ssie Mil et a:

L. SANDY FINE, ESQ

Savell & WIlians

1500 The Equitabl e Buil ding
100 Peachtree Street

Atl anta, CGeorgia 30303
(404) 521-1282

FAX  584-0026

On Behal f of Defendant Joseph Brennan:

ANN HOLMES BRACCO, ESQ

H cks, Casey & Barber

136 North Fairground Street
Suite 100

Marietta, Georgia 30060
(770) 428-1000

FAX  428-4684

Al so Present: SHARM LAWRENCE, Par al egal
Butl er, Woten, Scherffius, Fryhoffer,
Daughtery & Sullivan
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M5. ONENS: This will be the
deposition of Ronald E. Kirk taken by the
def endants for purposes of cross-
exam nation of an adverse party's expert.
The deposition is being taken pursuant to
an agreenent, and al so there was a notice
and a subpoena. All objections except as
to the formof the question and
responsi veness of the answer shall be
reserved until such tinme as the court may
desi gnate that they be nade.
What woul d you like to do about

signature, M. Kirk?

THE WTNESS: Well, unless M.
Fryhof er has sone specific request, "Il
wait to the end and deci de.

MR. FRYHOFER: Read and si gn.
And in ternms of your stipulation, it's
okay with the proviso that all objections
except formof the question or
responsi veness of the answer or any ot her
matter that could have been cured had
been raised at the tinme of the
deposition, which is what the rule

provi des.
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M5. ONENS: That's fine. And

the witness will read and sign the
deposition, and we'll stipulate that he
can do so before any notary.
Is that stipulation agreeable with
everyone?
M5. BRACCO  That's fine.
MR. FINE: Agreed.
RONALD E. Kl RK,
being first duly sworn, was exam ned and deposed as
foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. ONENS:
Q Good norning, M. Kirk.
A Good nor ni ng.
Q Did you receive a copy of a subpoena to bring
with you certain docunents to your deposition today?
A A very short list of docunents. | recal

seei ng sonet hing unusual ly short for a deposition. This

is the one, | think.
Q Yes.
A Yes, | received that.

Q And have you brought with you today your
entire file on this matter?

A | have.
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Q And has anyt hing been renoved by anyone from
your file before your deposition today?

A No.

Q And your file is before you here?

A It's all here on the table, yes.

Q Did you bring with you a CV, a current CV?

A | may have one. | didn't bring one for the
pur pose of the deposition, but | may have one. Nothing
has changed recently.

To answer your question, yes, | did.

Q Geat. W'll mark that as Exhibit 1 to your
deposition.

Did you bring with you a Rule 26 testinony
list, by any chance?

A |"'msure | have one. | don't know what the
date is, but it may be current.

| don't have a current one. |[|'ve got one
listing trials through July 2002 and depositions through
at | east part of July 2002. Yes, that's the nost
current | have. Do you want that one?

Q Yes, for right now, and then what 1'd ask is
that you furnish to M. Fryhofer or Ms. Lewi s an
up-to-date one and they can provide it to us.

MR FRYHOFER:  You nean

Law ence, Sharm Law ence.

EA12-005- Chrysler -011434
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MS. ONENS: Sorry.

MR. FRYHOFER: That's okay.
M5. ONENS: And | did say
earlier in this room| was very bad at
nanes, did | not?
BY MS. OVENS:

Q W' ve marked as Exhibit 2 a trial testinony
list, and also included is a deposition testinony |ist
which it appears goes through at |east sone part of July
of 2002; correct?

A Correct.

Q On the deposition list, there is a General
Mot ors case here, Tony R King versus Ceneral Mtors.

s that a fuel tank case?

A Yes.

Q And it pends in, Kentucky?

A It settl ed.

Q Who defended it, what | awer or firnf
A | don't know.

Q Who was the plaintiff's attorney?

A Kirk "Mayer" or "MWer," MA-I-E-R out of
Bow i ng G een.

Q M. Kirk, have you ever testified in a
Dai M er Chrysl er case which invol ved all egati ons of fuel

syst em perfornmance?

EA12-005- Chrysler -011435
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A | have given a deposition, at |east one
deposition.

Q Do you renenber the case?

A Butl er.

Q That's the only one that you can recall as we
sit here today?

A That's the only one | can recall, yes.

Q Do you want your |ist back?

A That may be hel pful, yes, just so | wouldn't
m ss sonething that's obvious, but that |ist only goes
back about four years.

Thank you. And | nmay not be very hel pful.

For exanple, this is Thonpson versus Chrysler, and |
don't -- well, yes, | think that was a --

Q That was a |ift gate case. That was the | ast

time you and | were together, | think.

A Well, then what was G|l espie versus Chrysler?

Q | have no clue. Were was that pending?

A Shel by County, Tennessee.

Q | don't do Tennessee.

A G llespie was a Jeep rollover. | renenber
NOW.

| ve | ooked through the testinony |ist which

has been marked Exhibit 2. | don't see any other

Chrysler fuel tank cases that | recognize as such, and |

EA12-005- Chrysler -011436

REGENCY REPORTI NG, | NC.

583f7a42-dcfd-11d6-940e-00045a5f40ba




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 10

don't recall any others that m ght not be listed on that
list.

Q Have you worked on in any way any other case
involving a fuel system post-collision fire in a Jeep
Cher okee or Grand Cherokee vehicl e?

A Not that | recall, but there is certainly a
possibility, since I do work other than product
liability work, that there has been a case, or an
accident at least, in which | analyzed that involved
such. | just don't renmenber that at this tine.

Q Do you recall whether -- well, are you saying
in your answer that you may have worked on
reconstruction of such a case but it would not have been
in a product liability context?

A |"msaying it's a possibility. There is also
the possibility that there was one which predated the
four-year list that | was involved in and | just don't
remenber now.

Q Ckay. What are your fees in this matter?

A $175 an hour up until now. The rate was
increased to $190 recently.

Q Ef fecti ve what date?

A Sept enber 1st.

Q And do you know how nuch tinme that you have

billed in this nmatter?

EA12-005- Chrysler -011437
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A No.

Q Did you bring with you any bills today?

A No.

Q Coul d you supply those to M. Fryhofer?

A | al ready have supplied themto M. Fryhofer.
MR, FRYHOFER. We'Ill get you

the bills.

M5. ONENS: Ckay. Thank you.

Q You have been identified in this case as an
expert who is going to testify regardi ng acci dent
reconstruction and vehicle dynamcs. |[|s that your
under st andi ng of the scope of your work in this case?

A Yes. | would think that vehicle dynam cs
woul d be part of accident reconstruction. It sounds a
little redundant, but yes, it sounds |like the scope of
my wor K.

Q Have you conpleted all the work necessary to
formyour opinions in this nmatter?

A Yes, | have. C(Cbviously, there has not been
any depositions of any w tnesses except the driver of
the van, so | | ook forward to review ng what other
peopl e m ght say about the way the accident occurred and
to consider that, although | have some know edge of that
al ready because of sone witness statenment summaries |'ve
gotten fromthis law firmas well as the police file.
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But to answer your question, obviously I'l
consi der any additional information that cones forth
whether it's sonme witness statenents and sonme crash test
results or whatever, but |'ve done the work that | need
to do to have reached the conclusions | have reached up
until this tine.

Q | f you do receive additional opinion which
ei ther changes one of your opinions or you believe
provi des additional support for your opinions, | would
appreciate if you would let M. Fryhofer know so that he

can |l et us know and we can deci de whether we need to

cone and ask you questions again. |Is that agreeable to
you?

A Ckay.

Q Have you prepared any witten report of your
findi ngs?

A No, ma' am

Q Have you provided to any other expert in this

case any witten notes or witten account of your

opi ni ons?
A No.
Q Have you net wth any other experts in this
case?
Yes.

Who have you nmet with?
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A Well, | was here at a neeting in which Fred
Arndt, AAR-NDT, was involved. | can't recall any
ot her experts being here.

Q And when was that neeting?

A The spring of this year.

Q And what did you discuss with M. Arndt at the
neeti ng?

A Well, | didn't discuss nmuch at all with him
There were sone attorneys here that were di scussing
matters wwth him There was one matter being di scussed
| wasn't involved in. | was just here. But | told him

at least at that tine what the reconstruction invol ved

and basically what happened in the accident. | don't
think there were any surprises. I'msure | told himl
was still working on the matter.

Q D d he express any opinion about the fuel

system performance at that neeting?

A That was di scussed but | don't recall any
detail s.

Q D d you take any notes?

A No.

Q Do you have any ot her nenorialization of what
occurred at the neeting, notes or dictation?

A No.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?
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Page 14
A No.

Q Whet her you prepared it or whether it was
provi ded to you.

A Correct, | do not.

Q Have you nmet with any other experts in the

matter besides M. Arndt?

A No.
Q Have you spoken with any other experts in the
matter?

A No, except Ken Brady in nmy office mght be
considered -- well, would be an expert, but nobody
out si de research engi neers, no.

Q And what was the nane?

A Ken Brady, B-R-A-D Y.

Q And has he worked with you on this file?

A He has.

Q What sort of work has M. Brady done?

A Primarily the exam nation, neasurenent, and

phot ogr aphy of exenpl ar vehicles, |ooking up

manuf acturers' specifications, and he did sonme conputer
runs which are in the analysis file; also nmade draw ngs
of the exenplar, the three collision involved, and --
wel I, those vehicles, and conbi ned draw ngs of the
exenpl ar and subject vehicles, which all of that is of

course in the file.
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Q Is he the only one fromyour firmthat has
assi sted you on this case?

A Probably Chuck M dyette, MI-D Y-E-T-T-E,
assi sted Ken, which also assisted ne. Chuck would have
assisted Ken in procuring the vehicles and hel ping to
nmeasure the vehicles. That's probably the extent of
what he's done.

Q And by securing the vehicles, you are neaning
t he exenpl ar vehicl es?

A Yes, ma'am And when | say securing, | nean
| ocating them and getting sone owners' perm ssion to
either go there and exam ne them or have them delivered
to our lab in Raleigh to exam ne them

Q Have you net wth or tal ked with anyone that
was doi ng a conputer ani mati on?

A That rings a bell. Perhaps that person was
here the same date that Fred Arndt was here. His nane
may be Don Stephens, S-T-E-P-HE-NS, | think. He was
probably here al so.

Q Have you reviewed or had the chance to review

M. Stephens' work product, his aninmation?

A | don't even know that there is one, but no, |
have not .
Q Regardi ng your work in this case, am| correct

that you do not intend to offer any opinion regarding
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i njury causation?
A You are correct.
O occupant ki nematics?
Correct.

O bi onechani ¢s?

> O >

Correct.

Q O opinions regardi ng the design or
performance of the doors or door |atches?

A Correct.

Q O the fuel system design or perfornmnce?

A Correct. | don't intend to offer opinions in
any of those fields.

Q Thank you. Have you visited the scene of this
occurrence?

A Yes.

Q Can you provide me wth your field notes and
any phot ographs or vi deotape or other neasurenents or
docunentation of your visit to the scene?

A Yes. | don't have much. | was at the
accident site wth the police when they were doing their
survey of the accident scene. | took a few notes, but
since they were surveying it and | was assisting them
sonewhat in pointing out what to survey, although they
were doing their owmn work, I'mrelying upon their

nmeasurenents, both the ones surveyed that day and
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nmeasurenents whi ch they had taken earlier. The only
field notes | have regarding that day, which was 15 July
2001, Sunday norning, is this one page of field notes.
And | think | do have -- yes, | do have three rolls of
phot ogr aphs taken that day.

Q Al right. Just because your handwiting may
be on the Ievel with mne, would you read those notes
for us, please?

A Yes. They are dated Sunday, 15 July 2001.
Exam ned site while |-85 southbound partially shut down
by HERO units of Georgia DOT. | assisted Oficer
Hensal, HE-N-S-A-L, in |locating physical evidence he
had previously, that is, on the day of the accident,
marked with paint. W probably found all except nost of
t hose paint markings at rest positions, which nost
likely were washed away by fire departnent and had been
pl aced on contam nated surface of pavenent, period.

t ook photos docunenting physical evidence. Total
station survey by J.D. Beckham B-E-CK-HA-M of Fulton
County Police Departnent. | sighted right and |eft
pre-inpact tire marks by the T Bird and directed
pl acenent of reflector pole. R ght mark nmuch nore
distinct than left. See photographs.

That's all the scene. |[I'll read the rest of

this page, though. Next, to T Bird at Futo's in
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Atlanta. That's a wecker service, at least that's part
of their business. It, neaning the T Bird, was | oaded
to bring to flat, paved area for neasurenent, et cetera,
by RE. K, whichis ne. Then it was decided to bring it
to Birm ngham Weil Wecker, for examw th Jeep tonorrow
by police. And |I've got a note here says see

phot ographs. | nust have taken sone photographs that
day at Futo's.

Q Is that the only date on which you exam ned
t he scene?

A Yes.

Q I'"d like to mark the field notes -- you have
themall together? This is all of your field notes
regardi ng any vehicle or scene inspection?

A No. That's the field notes regarding the work
done on the 15th and 16th of July.

Q Let me mark that as conposite Exhibit 3.

Now, you al so have given ne three rolls of
film These are your photographs of the scene visit on
July the 15th?

A They are marked as such. Let ne nake sure.
Well, the third roll that is labeled Cillustrates the
T Bird at its storage |location before it was | oaded on a
wrecker to bring to Wil Wecker. It views the |oading

process and it views the vehicle after it was put upon a
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fl at bed wecker, roll-back wecker. That's all of rol
C.

Q Do t hese phot ographs have any nunbers on them
that we could use to distinguish themwhen we are
speaki ng of thenf

A We coul d distinguish them by using the rol
| etter designation A and the negative nunber on the
back. For exanple, that says nunber one rather faintly.
But | have not added nunbers to them | don't have any
nunbers in the field notes to correspond to these
phot ogr aphs.

Q Ckay. Wat I'mgoing to dois | amgoing to
mark your three rolls of photographs fromJuly the 15th
and 16th --

A Let ne say this. Al these are July the 15th,
t hese three rolls.

Q Ckay -- as conposite Exhibit 4. So |I'mjust
going to put this on the outside.

M5. ONENS: And | bet you can
tell nme what Bates nunbers they are for

t hese ot her folks.

M5. LAWRENCE: |If those are the

scene phot ographs taken on July 15th,

they are Bates nunbers Belli 1128 through

1200.
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M5. OAENS: Thank you.

BY MS. OVENS:

Q Al'l right. Now, you indicated that in
addition to your own work you were present during the
police work that day and you rely on the neasurenents
and field survey that they did; correct?

A Yes, ma'am

Q Do you have that with you today?

A | thought | had brought a disk -- well, | may
have a disk in ny suitcase. It may have fallen out. |
t hought | had a disk with the neasurenents. | do have a
print, though, although it's quite small, containing al
the data fromthat disk plus a drawi ng which Ken Brady
made based upon that disk. | think there was a
correction made, though. | think the police disk shows,
for exanple, the Jeep oriented incorrectly at rest. Let
me get for you what | do have.

This is rather hard to read but that
supposedly is all the data taken fromthat disk, and |
have draw ngs based upon that. | think maybe |'ve got
one that you'll find nuch easier to read.

Q That's good, because | can't read it.

A This may not contain every point, may not show
the rest positions drawn in. Well, yes, it does. But
if youll notice, this drawing has the -- |'m pointing
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now to the location of the Jeep. |It's pointing toward
the north. | guess we call that northeast. The front

of it, is that where ny pen is?

Q Yes.
A Actually it's pointed nore towards the
sout heast .

Q So it should be rotated --

A -- about 90 degrees clockw se. | say that
because this is another draw ng based upon the police
data identifying the lettered points that you'll find in
t heir neasurenent sheets, but Ken has corrected the
pl acenent of the Jeep.

Q Al right. So this drawing, the larger one is
M. Brady's work?

A s M. Brady's work using the police
measurenents and naking at | east that one correction.

Q What |'d like to do is mark the police draw ng
that you have shown us as Exhibit 5. And if you have

this on disk and can provide a disk to M. Fryhofer so

we can have it, that would be very helpful. And then
we'll mark M. Brady's work based on the police data as
Exhi bit 6.

A And for your information these are just

identical prints to nunber six.

Q Ckay. You have several copies of the sane
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t hi ng?

A Number 6 | do, yes.

Q | noticed when | | ooked through your
phot ographs briefly that you had docunented sone of the
marks that are reflected on the drawing, so what |'d
like to do is just sort of go through and see if we can
match up the photographs and these letters and nunbers
on the drawing to see what's what. The first one |I'm
finding in your photographs is that you have a mark
circled at point B?

A Yes.

Q And how woul d you describe that mark?

A As an arcing gouge, pavement gouge about --
and this is just a round nunber -- about a foot |ong
overall length and maybe an inch to 2 inches overall
wi dt h.

Q And it was found in what | ane?
A Shoul d we nunber these | anes so we can keep up
with it that way?
Sur e.
Do you prefer HOV to the right or --
Left to right, yes.
HOV woul d be nunber 1?

Sur e.

> O » O >

Al right. On Exhibit 6 then | will mark at
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the right edge our nunbering schene for these |anes.
HOV is 1. Then working fromleft to right, 2, 3, 4, 5.
And this nust be a paved shoul der because at the top
these two narrow lines represent a concrete barrier, as
the bottomlines represent a nedian barrier.

Q And there is a solid line to the right of what
you' ve marked as | ane nunmber 5 which woul d seeningly be
the fog line?

A Yes. And the red line here apparently is the
solid yellow line or at |least the Iine designating the
left side of the HOV | ane.

Q Ckay. So which vehicle do you believe nmade
the mark reflected in the photograph with the circled
letter B?

A Wll, let ne tell you this: The first inpact
point is way up here.

Q Ri ght .

A B was probably made, if it's part of this
acci dent, was probably made by one of the other vehicles
other than the three collision-involved vehicles, having
run over the wheel that cane off the van.

Q Ckay. What is mark A? Just the beginning

poi nt ?
A | don't renenber, but I'msure it's
phot ographed. | think it's in the next roll of
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phot ographs near the end. And using the police

officer's notes I'll tell you that A marks the | ocation
of a grease cap fromthe Ford van's right front whee
hub. That's what the police concluded A was.

Q W' Il mark those police notes as Exhibit 7.

Do you believe that the Amark is fromthis
acci dent ?

A It's certainly consistent with the right front
wheel of the van coming off. | have no way to
personally identify the particular grease cap as com ng
fromthe van.

Q Did you see the grease cap? Was it still
t here when you were there?

A No, but the police photographs illustrate it.

Q The next mark is C, which you took a picture
of as well, and that is indicated as a wheel bearing?

A Yes. Again, | think that's sonmething that is
illustrated by the police photographs. Not all these
points are illustrated by the police photographs,
specifically | abel ed. They probably aren't | abel ed at

all, but I know what they are based upon what they

illustrate.

Q Okay. The next mark noving -- | guess is that
north?

A That's south towards Atl anta.
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Q The next mark is D. What is that indicated to

be?

A Fender part of Saturn, reading fromExhibit 7.
| don't think there is a photograph showng that. |'m
sorry. | took a photograph showing D, but | don't think

t he police have a photograph show ng that part
specifically.

Q It must be in this roll because |I don't find
it in here. This is the Jeep at the wecker yard,
right, the third roll?

A It's the Ford at the w ecker yard.

Q |'"'msorry. There is a photograph of D and
just a circled area. There is not a gouge; there is not
anything other than an indication that's where that
particul ar piece of car was found?

A Yes. And apparently that's true for D, E, F,
G H I, and J.

Q Ckay. Wiat is E?

A Exhibit 7 lists it as another fender part of
t he Sat urn.

Q So D through J are all indicated as fender
parts of the Saturn?

A On Exhibit 7, yes.

Q And then the next mark is K a gouge mark from

wheel again, according to the police notes designated as

EA12-005- Chrysler -011452

REGENCY REPORTI NG, | NC.

583f7a42-dcfd-11d6-940e-00045a5f40ba




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 26
Exhibit 7. That's the wheel fromthe van?

A | think that's what they are indicating. As I
recall, that certainly could be where a vehicle ran over
t hat wheel. Wen the police observed themon the day of

t he accident, they were probably nmuch fresher. Well,
their photographs show that mark to be nuch fresher than
when | examined it on July 15, 2001.

Q Then going down the list, the next one is L
and it's indicated as a brake |ine?

A Yes. That's also shown in the police
phot ographs. And what they did was to find very faint
pai nt markings, and | guess they knew about where they
wer e before based upon the neasurenents that they had
and the photographs. So they sinply repainted those
mar ki ngs for purposes of survey and purposes of
phot ogr aphs.

Q kay. And then ML and M2 are the begi nni ng
and end of a gouge mark that appears to go parallel to
t he | ane?

A Yes.

Q Which lane is that in?

A Lane nunber 3.

Q Do you have an opinion as to which vehicle
made that mark?

A It probably was not any of the three
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col lision-involved vehicles. And by three

col l'i sion-involved vehicles, | nean the Ford
Thunderbird, Jeep Cherokee, and Toyota Canry, the three
vehi cl es whi ch subsequently burned. ML and M2 nay have
been nmade by a vehicle running over part of the van that
cane off the right front wheel position. |'mnot sure
of that, but it's not likely involved with the other
three vehicles, that is, the three collision-involved
vehi cl es.

Q The next mark is N, which is a scrape nark
found in | ane nunber 3?

A Yes.

Q | believe this is a photograph of N?

A It is.

Q Do you have any opi ni on about which vehicle
made that mark and whether it was related to the
acci dent ?

A | don't know which vehicle made it. | don't
know that it's related to the accident, but it nmay be
one of those markings as the vehicles ran over parts of
the van that were on the road.

Q Ckay. Then we have sone di stance where there
is apparently no marking. You have a scale, a 50-foot
scal e?

A Yes.
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Q Is that one inch equals 50 foot?

A | think it's one inch equals 20 feet.

Q kay. So what's the distance between N and
the start of the next mark, which is | think designated
as R? O isthat O? That's Q isn't it?

A Your question again, please?

Q What's the distance between N and the
begi nning of the two marks shown in the | ane nunber 2 as
being marks parallel to the lane of travel? And | think
they are designated R and Q

A Actually, I think the marks are designated Q
and P, although P does not show on this diagram |'m
sorry. Probably may be O Q nay be a gouge. Qis area
of inpact identified by police. | think this is O and
P, Obeing the left mark and P being the right mark.
These | concl uded and the police concluded are
pre-inpact skid marks nmade by the T Bird. And your
gquestion was fromthe begi nning of those tire marks,

that is, the north end of those tire marks to the end?

A The approxi mate north-south dinension is
approximately 130 feet.

Q And what's the length of the skid marks?

A Well, the Iength of the skid marks pl ot out

here to be 66 feet overall length. And if you take
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Exhibit 7, you'll find that the original neasurenents
assune made when this evidence was fresh was 67 feet for
the left mark and 64 and a half feet for the right mark
cal cul ated by subtracting the beginning fromthe end.

Q Al'l right. There is handwitten material on
page 2 of Exhibit 7. |Is that material you have added or
is that police-added notations?

A That's Ken Brady's handwiting.

Q Ckay. W do have phot ographs that are marked
as OL and P1, and then one that shows both of those.
Were the skid marks still visible when you were there?

A Yes, partially.

Q And is it your opinion that those were braking
mar ks of the Thunder bird?

Yes, ma'am

Q Continuing down the list, the next one is Q
which is notated on Exhibit 7 as the area of i npact.

A Yes. | think specifically that was identified
-- well, there would be a photograph of it. Qand R are
probably the sane photograph, yes.

Q Yes.

A That's a gouge approxi mately perpendicular to
the way the lane runs, and it was made by the underside
of the Ford Thunder bi rd.

Q Whi ch of those? You said that is. Is it Qor
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R or both?

A Probably both. Certainly Q was and probably R
al so.

Q And those are shown as being in about the
m ddl e of the HOV | ane?

A About, yes.

Q The next we have is S, which is described as a
gasket fromthe wi ndow of the Jeep

A Yes. And | know that's shown in sone of the
pol i ce phot ogr aphs.

Q It was not still there when you were there?

A It was not.

Q Thi s photograph of mark S is a curved mark.

s that to depict how the gasket was at rest, as far as
you know?

A | don't know. That's a reconstructed police
mark. It certainly is there to indicate the approxi mate
position of the gasket.

Q And then the final rest of vehicles is the
next note. There is no letter. D d you take a
phot ograph of what you believe to have been the rest
area of the vehicles?

A Yes. Well, this T, for exanple, represents
coincidentally the Thunderbird, | think, and then the

burned area here is where the vehicles cane to rest.
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There is the Thunderbird nearer the canera; the Canry
farther fromthe canera. And again, the police
phot ogr aphs provi de overall views of those rest
positions.

Q And the T is in the HOV | ane which we've
mar ked as 17?

A Yes.

Q And the burned area straddles the | ane marKking
t he edge of the HOV | ane and dividing that fromthe
shoul der, the paved shoul der?

A Yes. The burned area is both on the paved
shoul der and in the HOV | ane.

Q And that burned area you believe represents
whi ch vehicle's point of rest?

A Bot h.

Q The Toyota and the Thunder bi rd?

A Yes. It may coincidentally happen to be
nmostly the Thunderbird's rest position, but both of them
cane to rest in the same area. And the police did
measure to each of the four tires for both vehicles, as
wel | as the Jeep.

Q What was the di stance between where the Toyota
and the Thunderbird cane to rest and where the Jeep cane
to rest?

A Measuring on Exhibit 6, the near point of the
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Jeep to the near point of the Camry appears to be about
12 feet, 11 or 12 feet. And the near point of the Jeep,
again looking at Exhibit 6, to the near point of the
Thunder bi rd nmeasured out to be about 23 feet.

Q Let ne show you this photograph, and I'Il rely
on you to be able to read the designation off the back

of it, if you would for us, please.

A It's negative 11A
Q Fromroll B, apparently?
A Ckay.

Q But it may be -- no. It's roll B. [Is that
the point of rest of the Jeep?

A It is.

Q And then there is on the police notes we've
mar ked as Exhibit 7 an indication that the police
docunented positions of all four tires for the Canry and
all four tires for the Jeep. Didthey do it for the T
Bird as well?

A Yes.

Q On the previous page?

A Yes, ma'am

Q So under the designation T is the Thunderbird
docunentation, Uis the Canry, and V is the Jeep;
correct?

A Correct.
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Q And then we cone back to AC, which is the tire

of f the van?

A Yes. Apparently the tire was separated from
the rimand the tire; at least in the police
phot ographs, is shown | eani ng agai nst the west face of
the nmedian barrier. Wether it was placed there by
sonebody or whether that's where it actually canme to
rest, I don't know. It again is shown in the police
phot ogr aphs.

Q Phot ograph AB i s designated as underbody part
of vehicle. Do you know whi ch vehicl e?

A You said photograph AB. It's |ocation.

Q |"'msorry. Location AB.

A | don't know which part it is, no. | don't
know that it shows in the photograph, but it mght.

Q The next page appears to be | ane depictions?

A Appears to be. In Exhibit 7 apparently it's

the police drawi ng of sone | anes and maybe sone physi cal

evi dence.

Q It's indicated on the bottom of the page as
5-1-47

A Yes.

Q Do you have a better copy of that?
A | may, although we didn't use it. You'll see
that -- well, 1'll answer your first question first
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before | answer a question you didn't ask.

Q Sonmetines it works out better if you just
answer the question | haven't asked.

A "' mrem nded of that sonetines.

No. |If | have anything better, it's

marginally better, | think.

Q So whatever the police did to copy that
information, it didn't turn out so well?

A Apparently so, yes.

Q Now, there is a heading of debris field on
page 5-2-4; correct?

A Yes.

Q Were these neasurenents nmade at the sane tine
of your July 15th visit or were these earlier

docunent ati on of the scene?

A | think this is earlier, at the tine of the
accident, actually. I'mnot sure but | think that's
true.

Q Do you rely on any of these neasurenents or

markings in formng your opinion in this matter?

A No, ma'am Wiat | relied upon is a survey by
the police and the tabular data that the police have
provided, that is, the typed data. | think it's quite a
bit of overlap between the handwitten and the typed.

Q What is the distance between the end of the
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skid marks of the Thunderbird and its point of rest?

A Let nme take out another draw ng, because |
think I mght be better able to answer that question
using it. This is a drawing | took out of ny analysis
subfile. It's twice the scale. One inch equals 10
feet. And because not all the tire marks were visible
-- let me say this first: Exhibit 8 is the sane as
Exhibit 6 but shows a nore, a snmaller, a shorter length
of highway. It shows the area that | have primary
interest in. That's where the collision occurred and
where the vehicles cane to rest. But | used the police
tabul ar data to establish the end of the tire marks by
the Ford, 155 feet 6 inches. That's taken fromthe
typed dat a.

Q VWhat is that 155 feet 6 inches fronf

A Measured fromtheir reference Iine down here,
which is on the diagram And so | would neasure from --
per haps the best way to describe it is the distance
between the CG at the end of the tire marks and the CG
where the Ford cane to rest. And I'Il tell you that's
right at 90 feet.

Q And what s the distance between the CG of the
Jeep at the area of inpact to its final point of rest?

A Approxi mately 102 feet.

Q And the Canry is from-- | guess let's take it
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fromthe CG of the Jeep to its point of rest.

A All right. 1 don't have the CG marked on any
of these rest positions, so this is within a foot or
two. Fromthe position of the Jeep shown on Exhibit 8
and the CG of the Jeep at that point to the CG of the
Canry at rest is approximtely 86, 87, 87 feet to the
near est foot.

Q Ckay. Do you have any ot her docunentati on,
whether it's yours or anybody el se's, about the scene of
t he acci dent?

A Lots of police photographs.

Q You have those as part of your file?

A Yes, the police photographs taken, yes.
think there are 46 of them The other docunentation
woul d be in the news videotapes. |It's not particularly
useful froma reconstruction standpoint, but there are
lots of aerial views and sone ground-|evel views taken
the day of the accident with the vehicles at rest, and
sone views | think of the accident scene after the
vehi cl es had been noved. Mbdstly aerial views, sone
ground-| evel views. A lot of themshowthe fire in
progress, or | guess | should say fires because there
were three vehicl es burning.

Q Coul d you pull out your police photographs for

me so | can make a qui ck scan through then?
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A Yes. | have all these | abeled as police
phot ographs. | think that they are. There were 46
phot ographs taken, and this agrees with sonme police note
sonmewhere in the police file, not on one of these
exhibits already marked, in which it does say there were
46 phot ographs taken and descri bes each of the
phot ographs. Those are the prints. | also have in the
sanme subfile col or photocopies of those sane
phot ogr aphs.

Q What i s your understanding of what the
lighting conditions were at the tine that this acci dent
occurred?

A | think it was dark at the tinme of the
acci dent.

Q What el se do you have fromthe police?

A | have two subfiles, one entitled Police, one
entitled Police Analysis. And | have sone additional
phot ogr aphs whi ch are probably police photographs, at
| east some of them are.

A I"'mgoing to mark the file that you've | abel ed
as Police as Exhibit 9. And this contains accident
reports as well as what appear to be officer narratives
about their work at the scene?

A That's ny recollection. There are certainly

sonme wWitness statenents there too, a nunber of w tness
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statements. | nmean, | mght call it all -- alot of it
I's supplenentary reports, supplenentary observati ons,
suppl ementary forns pertaining to this accident.

Q All right. Have you spoken directly to anyone
who was a witness to the accident?

A No.

Q Have you seen any statenment from any of those
W t nesses other than what is contained in the police
file?

A Only | guess | mght refer to these as
sunmari es of those statenments. This is fromthis |aw
firm

Q Ckay. We'll get to those in a mnute then.
Have you spoken directly to any of the fire departnent
or other emergency workers who responded to the scene of
this accident?

A No.

Q | know you were with the police on the 15th of
July as they did their supplenental work at the scene.
Dd you talk to any of them about what they had seen or
what they thought about the accident?

A | don't recall talking to them about that. |
spoke to them about what they were doing and may have
had sone police docunents such as these neasurenents on

Exhibit 7. | don't recall that specifically, but I
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talked to OFfice Hensal and also | think --

Q Is it Beckhant?

A Sergeant. Well, I-NV, it nust be
| nvestigator James Beckham | also have a card here
fromJohn E. Caveness, CGA-V-E-NE-S-S, |nvestigator,
Maj or Case Division, Atlanta Judicial D strict, Ofice
of the Fulton County District Attorney. | don't
remenber himbeing there, but |1've got his card so naybe
he was.

Q Do you rely on anything that you were told by
t hose three people in support or as a basis of any
opinions that you have in this matter?

A No, not specifically what they told ne. [|I'm
relying upon the docunents the police, including
Beckham produced.

Q You've marked with red flags several of the
wi tness statenents in this police file that we' ve marked
as Exhibit 9. The first mark is of Joe Baulieu, his
Wi t ness st atenent?

A Yes, and I'l|l tell you they are not marked
with any particular significance. | just was reading
t hrough that the other day, and there were so nmany of
them| started marking the various w tness statenents.
There are sone | didn't mark that may be just as
significant. There are sone | did mark which aren't
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particularly significant. On every wtness statenent |
probably, at least if they said sonething which is
potentially significant, | probably marked in the margin
a vertical pencil line just to draw ny attention to that
so | wouldn't have to review the entire docunent.

Q And you've also handed ne a file that is

listed as -- | think that says Police Anal ysis?
A You are correct.
Q | wouldn't swear to it.
A Il wll. That's what it says.
Q ' mgoing to mark that as Exhibit 10. And did

Exhibits 7 and 5 cone fromthis subfile of Police
Anal ysi s?

A It could have conme fromeither subfile, but
that's where | probably would put them \Wen | say
either subfile, either of the two police subfiles, but
probably they belong in the anal ysis subfile.

Q One of the docunents in the file we've nmarked
as Exhibit 10 appears to be an additional copy of the
pol i ce neasurenents, the first page of which is narked
as 6-1-3?

A Yes.

Q And there is handwiting in pencil underneath
the police neasurenents which are typed; correct?

A Yes, ma'am
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Q Is that M. Brady's handwiting agai n?
A It is.
Q There is a -- actually, there appear to be

three draw ngs of the accident scene specifically it
woul d appear depicting the point of inpact and the
points of rest; correct?

A Yes. Apparently Ken has added for whatever
reason -- first of all, these are apparently three
i dentical police drawings, and then on the top one Ken
has apparently added a facsimle or, that is, a plastic
tenplate of the Ford at some point prior to the end of
those tire marks.

Q There is also a handwitten notation here.
What does that say?

A That's obviously ny handwiting. It says
gasket .

Q And then is it also your handwiting which
| abel s the three vehicles at their points of rest?

A No. That's probably Ken's witing. | can
read it.

Q Ckay. Vehicle nunber 2 is identified as the
Jeep; correct?

Yes.
Q Does that show the correct point of rest or

angl e of rest?
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A Approximately. | don't think this is to

scale, but, yes, it shows it approxi mately.

Q Then there is Oficer Fessell's draw ng?

A | think it's Hensal.

Q Hensal , sorry, which lists various points.
These points are all designated by nunbers; correct?

A Yes.

Q Do you have any di sagreenent w th anything
that's in this draw ng?

A First of all, it's not to scale, so there wll
be sone di fferences because of that. | don't know -- |
cannot verify that nunber 1 is the |ocation in which the
van lost its right front tire. | can't verify that
nunber 2 is where the van cane to rest, although the
phot ographs indicate that is approximately correct. And
then nunber 3 is a very general statenent. |It's the
area where the Subaru, Saturn, and Canry struck the tire
lying in the roadway. He probably neans wheel, which
define as being the rimplus the tire. That's just a
general area which | can't verify.

Sanme thing about the |ocations at which the
Subaru and Saturn canme to a stop, 4 and 5. Nunber 6 is
the rest position of the Canry. That |ooks generally --
|"'msorry. Nunber 6 states Canry cones to stop in HOV

lane. Well, inthat it shows it between the area of
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i npact between the Ford and the Jeep and the rest
position of all three vehicles, | have no di sagreenent
with that, but it's not precise, I'mcertain, in terns
of its location. Nunmber 7 is the area of the Jeep-
Thunderbird inpact. That appears to be represented okay
for a drawng not to scale. Sane thing about the three
rest positions. Those appear to be okay with respect to
t he phot ographs whi ch show t he vehicles and the nore
accurate survey draw ng.

Q Do you rely on that in any way in support of
any of your opinions in this matter?

A Only to generally describe what happened.
don't rely upon the specific |ocations because | have
better data.

Q The next docunent in this particular file is
Ful ton County Police Departnent Accident Reconstruction
Unit, South Special Services set of materials; correct?

A Yes.

Q There is handwiting on it on the first page.
s that yours or M. Brady's?

A M ne.

Q And there is a circle on the page which is
headed as item nunber 1, 1988 Ford T Bird. 1s that your
circle?

A It is.
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Q Wiy did you circle that?

A Two reasons: First of all, the width of crush
he has is only about 3 feet. | don't know the basis of
that. There is obviously, at least to ne, nore width of
crush than that. Perhaps this is only the width he was
considering in his analysis for sone reason. It also
circles the 12, which is the PDOF angle. You'll find
that he varies that 12 to zero to 20 on this page and
the two foll ow ng pages, although the width is constant.
But | circled them because that's the variation in those
t hree pages and al so because the width of crush is
sonething | don't understand.

Q The next is a handwitten sheet. |Is this the
work of O ficer Hensal or soneone else, as far as you
know, if you know?

A It's Fulton County, so | think it would not be
Hensal . It's probably Beckhanmis. |'m guessing. He may
have had sonebody hel pi ng him

Q Al'l right. The next page is again headed in
handwiting 1988 Ford T Bird, and you' ve circled an item
there, again the crush w dth?

A Yes.

Q Do you find that that neasurenent or
calculation is inconsistent wth your own i nspection of

t he vehicl e?
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A Well, if he's describing the sane crush wi dth

that |'mdescribing, that is, the actual crush wi dth of

the vehicle, | think it should be nore than that, but
"' mnot sure of the nmethod of his analysis. | haven't
di scussed his analysis with him | would describe and

define the crush wdth as being alnost the total wdth
of the vehicle.

Q And that's your understanding of -- when you
say crush width, you nmean the area fromleft to right on
the vehicle, so-called maybe track width type
nmeasur enent, as opposed to fromfront to back?

A Yes, as opposed to crush depth, since we are
tal ki ng about a collision involving the frontal
conponents being pushed generally to the rear.

Q The next page woul d appear to nme to be again
related to the T Bird, and does it appear this is
nmeasur enent of crush?

A That's part of it. | was at Weil, WE-I-L
W ecker in Birm ngham when this was done. They actually
set up a total survey systemto survey the noncrush
sone of the noncrush conponents, but primarily it was to
define the frontal crush.

Q Do you have the data output fromthe total
station survey other than as depicted on this diagranf

A No, ma' am
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Q Did you do your own total station survey?
A Not total station, but | nmeasured the crush
and produced diagranms which will illustrate that.

Q Ckay. Then the next series of docunents
relate to the Jeep Cherokee; correct?

A Yes.

Q And you circled the PDOF of 12 degrees on that

file?

A Yes.

Q On that docunent, rather.

A Yes.

Q Agai n, do you question it?

A Well, he uses 12, zero, and 20.

Q Agai n?

A Yes. |I'mnot sure -- | don't know the basis
of that. | think the PDOF is approximately 180 degr ees,

that is, from6 o' clock

Q Say that agai n?

A From6 o' clock forward, fromthe rear. This
is the Jeep, is it not?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q And then there are calculations included in
this part of the file, and one of those appears to be an
attenpt to determ ne speed. |Is this your handwiting on
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t he page that's designated 1988 Ford T Bird |tem Nunber

1 Linear Monentunf

A Yes.

Q What does that say?

A It says assunes Jeep zero mles per hour at
tinme of inpact, separation velocity 41.49 m|es per
hour .

Q Do you disagree with that assunption and
concl usi on?

A | think that the Jeep probably was not stopped
at inpact, based upon what the w tnesses say, and |
think that the separation speed is probably a little | ow
he's got there. But again, |I'mnot sure what his
purpose was. | just made the observation. That's sone
data | pulled fromthose sheets.

Q Under the results section that's in the mddle
of this page, there is an indication that one of the

results is the speed of vehicle 1 in mles per hour?

A Yes.

Q And they've got 81.51 mles per hour; correct?
A Yes.

Q Is it your understanding that that's intended

to be a calculation at the incident's pre-inpact?
A | don't remenber. It's been a while since |

| ooked over this. It's probably -- since it's nonentum
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it's probably the inpact speed.

Q Ckay.
A | think that's what he's done. Just a m nute
pl ease.

That appears to be his linear nomentum

cal culation of the inpact speed of the Ford.

Q Is Iinear nonentum the sane anal ysis as
conservation of nonmentunf

A Yes.

Q D d you use that type of analysis in your
exam nation of this?

A Yes, to sone extent, yes. |[|'ve got that in ny
anal ysi s fol der.

Q Do you rely on any of this data, that is, the
Ful ton County Police Departnent packet of information
contained in Exhibit 10, to support any opi nions that
you hold in this matter?

A Are you speaking of this excerpt fromthat
packet ?

Q That particul ar excerpt that appears to be the

Ful ton County work, yes.

A The Fulton County accident reconstruction
wor k?

Q Yes.

A No.
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Q And we' ve di scussed sonme of the questions or
di sagreenents that you have with it. |Is there anything
el se that you disagree with or question in that file
t hat we've not tal ked about ?

A | don't renenber. | didn't rely upon it.
|'"ve got a note here on the next-to-the-last page headed
Pre-inpact Skid Marks Left by Ford T Bird. Apparently
for the post-inpact travel he's doing sonething which
don't fully understand but | think is probably not
correct, but | didn't rely upon it anyway. |'m not
relying upon any of his work. [I'mnot relying upon any
of the analysis by the police.

Q Just the factual docunentation that they have
prepared with regard to what was found at the scene?

A Yes, just the data.

Q Not their data regarding their vehicle
i nspections?

A That's correct. |'mnot relying upon any of
their crush measurenents.

Q Ckay. | think the way that we started that
di scussi on was what you had fromthe police. 1Is there
anything el se you have fromthe police other than those
two files and the photographs and the di agram we' ve
mar ked as Exhibit 57?

A | think that's all. 1'msure we'll discover
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it if there's anything else. | think that's all. Well,

| do have a disk apparently back at the office, but it
should be fully illustrated although difficult to read
by Exhibit 5.

And where are the police photographs?

Q | believe they are at that end of the table.
A | don't need themnow. | just wanted to put
themback in this file. 1'lIl show you these. These are

just the duplicates, photocopi es.

Q What's the yellow page in front of it?

A It's just a check. | went back and | ooked at
t he negative nunbers on each of these photographs,
trying to make sure that there wasn't anything which had
been left out when they were sent to us. Apparently
there was not. They were consecutive negative nunbers,
two separate rolls.

The ot her possible police informati on would be

t he photographs. | don't know -- and nmaybe it's
indicated in some cover letter. | don't know who took
all these photographs but |I'msure many of them were
taken by the police, and they are in a subfile |abeled
Photos O hers. Al of those may have been taken by the
police. [|I'mnot certain.

Q Do you rely upon these photographs in support
of any opinion that you hold in the matter?
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A No. | don't need those specifically. They

are redundant. | don't think they'd answer any question
t hat some ot her photograph, including ny own, wouldn't

al so answer. | rely upon themto the extent to show

t here have been no significant changes, at | east
significant wwth respect to the reconstruction, fromthe
time they were taken to the tine | have exam ned the
vehi cl es.

Q Is there any additional information that you
have about the scene that we haven't now di scussed?

A Well, there is the witness statenents which
tal k about sone of the things going on at the accident
scene.

Q Can we pull those out, please?

A Al so, there is the deposition included in this
sanme witness file of M. Brennan, the driver of the van.
Q Is M. Brennan's the only deposition that

you' ve reviewed in this case?

A |'ve reviewed very quickly the deposition of
Dr. Kiesel, K-I-E-S-E-L, but |I did that very quickly,
didn't reviewit in detail

Q l"'mgoing to mark as Exhibit 11 the file that
you have | abeled as Wtnesses. And within file 11 I'm
going to use subheadings, so to speak. 11A is the

summary of witness statenents that was provided to you
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by the law firnf

A By this law firm yes.

Q Did you rely on any of this information from
this docunent, rather than fromthe w tness statenents
t hensel ves, in support of any of your opinions?

A No. | don't have statenents except in the
police file.

Q Correct.

A |''msure that docunent contains sone of the
same information as well as different information.

There is another -- there is a duplication of that
docunent in that sanme subfile in which |I've highlighted
sone of the statements which are potentially significant
W th respect to reconstruction.

Q There is a second copy of the docunment that's
got red markings on it. Are those the highlights you
are tal ki ng about ?

A Yes, and it's |l abeled Extra/ REK at the top
right.

Q I"'mgoing to mark that second copy is 11B

The next docunment in this appears to be a hand
draw ng of the scene?

A Yes, by M. Brady, in which he |ocates sone of
t hese wi tness positions.

Q So the indication -- for exanple, there is one
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| abel ed Baul i eu?

A B-A-U-L-1-E-U, yes. Apparently he was near
the Canry at the tinme of the inpacts.

Q Your understanding is what M. Brady has done
is | abel ed where the wi tnesses were?

A In a general sense, yes.

Q ' mgoing to mark that as 11C.

The next information is the deposition of M.

Brennan, and there is a handwitten page on the top of
that. |Is that your notes of the deposition?

A Those are M. Brady's notes, except |'ve got
an additional note at the left margin.

Q So the only mark that's yours is the left
mar gi n not e?

A Yes, ma'am

Q Can you read your left margin note, please?

A Yes. Page 64, not asked specifically if he
heard any brakes, slash, squeal.

Q Ckay. | amgoing to mark only the first page

as 11D. Have you personally read the deposition of M.

Br ennan?

A Yes. | read the next copy of it in the file.
You'll see ny typical vertical pencil markings in the
mar gi ns.

Q Again, all you do is go through and put a

EA12-005- Chrysler -011480

REGENCY REPORTI NG, | NC.

583f7a42-dcfd-11d6-940e-00045a5f40ba




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 54

vertical |ine beside what you think you m ght need to
review | ater?

A Yes, when that's nmy nethod. Frequently | take
handwitten notes. Frequently | dictate notes. But
that's the nethod | used in that particular review

Q (kay. So what |I'mgoing to do is mark that as
11E so that we can know what you marked.

Do you have any ot her information about
Wi tnesses or witness informtion?

A | have newspaper articles, a couple of
newspaper articles that m ght contain sone information.
| certainly would not rely upon that, but | do have a
subfile | abel ed Newspaper. | believe we've now
di scussed all such docunents.

Q Have you revi ewed any docunents produced by
Chrysler, DaimerChrysler in this case?

A No.

Q Have you reviewed any articles or technical
publications in connection with your work in this case?

A Only if they are here. For exanple, there are
notor vehicle manufacturers' specifications. | think
that woul d be all.

Q Can you pull those out?

A Certainly. | have two subfiles, one | abel ed

Vehi cl es Specs, the other |abeled nore specifically MWNA
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Specs.

Q I"'mgoing to mark the file that's | abel ed
Vehi cl es Specs as Exhibit 12, conposite Exhibit 12, and
the file that's | abel ed MWMA Specs as conposite Exhibit
13.

This informati on appears to be in M. Brady's
handw i ti ng agai n?

A Except for that weight information at the
right and that at the right.

Q All right. And this contains information
about the wheel base and the gross vehicle weight and so
forth?

A That type of information, yes.

Q And it appears to have been pulled froma
docunent or a service, ESI Data Sol utions?

A | think that's probably just for the vehicle
identification nunber breakdown. Also, from Mtchel
Repair Information. And then there are specifications
fromwhich this yell ow page which covers this
i nformati on was pul |l ed, Canadi an Vehi cl e Specifications,
and the light-duty truck specifications in the
Aut onotive News. And then from Neptune there is the
Jeep Cherokee, there is a crash test listed for an ' 84
Jeep Cherokee which provides stiffness coefficients, as

wel |l as Expert Auto Stats which provides nore
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di mensi onal and wei ght dat a.

Q Have you reviewed that crash test report?

A Not specifically, no.

Q Dd M. Brady?

A | don't know. We probably have it on disk at
the office, but I didn't ask himto. | don't know why
he woul d have.

Q And the next docunent is a packet that is
| abel ed as 1988 Ford Thunderbird. Again, M. Brady's
writing appears to be on the left and you' ve added a
note on the right?

A Yes.

Q Your note regardi ng the Cherokee about weight,
what does that say?

A It says 3359 pounds, which is taken from M.
Brady's cal cul ati on above, plus et cetera. | know that
this famly was going out of town, and even M. Brady
i ndi cates that there should be added baggage and per haps
other cargo. So what | did was to take the 3359 pounds
and, in recognition that they had | uggage and per haps
other itens in the vehicle, | rounded it upward to 3500
pounds, which | think is nore accurate than 3359.

Q Does the 3379 include weight of the occupants?

A 3359 does, yes.

Q Sorry. It does?
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A Yes, the estimted weights.

Q What were the estimated wei ghts for the
occupant s?

A These are probably 50th percentile nmal e and
femal e adults, 169 pounds and 138 pounds, and then Ken
apparently used 20 pounds for the infant.

Q And now returning again to the Thunderbird
information, it's the sane sort of sunmary infornation
prepared by M. Brady on the handwitten sheet with the
backup source docunents included; correct?

A Yes, ma'am

Q And there is a crash test apparently
hi ghl i ght ed here?

A That's just a line of specifications,
actually. The crash test is probably in there
sonmewhere, yes.

Q What crash test is noted there?

A Well, there is the resultant stiffness
coefficients primarily, 200 for these, coefficient of 54
for the B.

Q There is a yellow sticky note on there. Is
that M. Brady's handwiting or yours?

A Hs.

Q What does that say?

A It says sane wheel base but different overal

EA12-005- Chrysler -011484

REGENCY REPORTI NG, | NC.

583f7a42-dcfd-11d6-940e-00045a5f40ba




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 58
| ength conpared to 1987.

Q And what does your handwitten note say?

A It says MVMA specs page 25, curb weight is
3408 pounds. And what | did was nore specifically | ook
up this vehicle in the MMA specs than what Ken had
done. |'ve got a note here that says plus options.
There are some options which raise that weight slightly.
But not know ng specifically what the options were here,
| didn't add anything to that. | used that curb wei ght
3408 pounds, assuned the 50th percentile male for the
two occupants of 169 pounds each, gave ne a total weight
of 3746 pounds which | rounded to 3750 pounds.

Q And that is slightly higher than what M.
Brady had cal culated, which if I'mreading correctly was
355372

A Yes.

Q There is a Consuner Quide docunment here
regarding a Jeep Cherokee. |Is there any information in
this that you used in any of your cal cul ati ons?

A | didn't use it specifically. Ken may have
derived sonme data fromit. It may have been just
anot her source to check, because frequently if you take
one source of data, for exanple, weight, you may find
later that it was a m stake and sonebody may have nmde

an error. So we try to check the data with at |east one
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or two or three other sources.
Q There appears to be one of these pages -- |

believe it mght be the fifth page in this packet --

t hat has sone handwitten notations on it. I's that
your s?
A No.

Q M. Brady's?
A Yes.
Q And it sinply says too | ow?
A Yes. And the last page is blank, in case
there is sone | ater confusion about that.
Q Ckay. Then finally there is a packet relating
to the Canry. Again, M. Brady's summary of
i nformati on, the backup, is attached; correct?
A Yes, ma'am

Q And what weight did you come up with for the

A 3101 pounds.
Q And you have not any notes on that page or in
t hat packet; correct?
A Correct.
M5. ONENS: Al right. Wy
don't we break for |unch.

(Lunch Recess)
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BY M5. OVENS:

Q Just a couple foll ow up questions on things we
covered this nmorning, M. Kirk. | want to nake sure
understand. Was July 15th the only visit you' ve made to
t he scene?

A Yes, ma'am

Q And did you do any sort of drive-through of
t he scene?

A |'ve driven through there a nunber of tines
but not for any | earning about this case.

Q Not to any purpose except to go from wherever
you were to wherever you needed to be?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And when were you retained in this
matter?

A On or about April 18, 2001, because that's the

date the file was opened. First tel ephone was 18 Apri

2001.
Q And who was it fronf
A JimButl er.
Q | s that your correspondence file?
A It is.
Q Could I take a | ook?
A Certainly.
Q Thank you.
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We are going to mark the correspondence file
as Exhibit 14, conposite Exhibit 14. There is a few
handwitten notes in here. Let nme ask you first that
appears to be the note of the initial conversation with
M. Butler; correct?

A Yes.

Q Can you read it for me, please?

A It says an attorney, Colunbus, Georgia,
t el ephone nunber, tel ephone with JimButler Wdnesday
April 18, 2001. 1991 Jeep Cherokee. Fire, hyphen,
parents and child killed. Belli, hyphen,
DaimlerChrysler. Weil, Birmngham Al abama is the
| ocation of the vehicle. Next line just says parents.
Next line location of accident Atlanta, CGeorgia. And
finally it says will send file materials.

Q Then there is a second page of handwitten
notes, and can you tell ne what that says, please?

A Tel ephone with Nick Gles, GI-L-E-S, 7:00
a.m at Zone 2 Precinct near J.W Marriott and site.
| Mmedi ately after examne T Bird. Atlanta Police relies
upon others for reconstruction equipnent. | have
phot ographs. And then there are listed pager and cel
t el ephone nunbers.

Q W is M. Gles?

A He is an investigator with this lawfirm |
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think his title is investigator.

Q And those notes appear to be related to your
visit on July 15th to the scene with the police
depart nent ?

A They must be.

Q And there is one other page of handwitten
notes. Can you tell us what that says, please?

A Well, our file nunber is at the top, 11010.
Sonetinmes you'll see that as B11010.

Q Does that nmean anything in particular? Does
it tell you what year you got it or --

A No. It just tells us it's approximately the
11,010th file we've had.

Q Ckay.

A O ficer Hensal, Atlanta Police Departnent,
investigating police officer fromday one. Tel ephone
nunbers are listed. Oficer Lincoln equals
reconstruction. Fulton County Police. Look at T Bird
in Atlanta on 15 -- that may say and; it may say or --
16 | ook at Jeep. Omer has third vehicle repaired,
guestion mark. Mist be referring to the Canry. |'m not
sure. Shoot total station. Telephone wth Sharm July
16, 2001. They will handle. WII let me know. | don't
know what that neans.

Q What is the top part in reference to? |Is
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t here a phone conversation with soneone?

A No. | think sonebody is just giving ne his
t el ephone, that is, Oficer Hensal's tel ephone nunbers.

Q The next thing I want to ask you about is
whet her you rely on any ot her expert's photographs or do
you have copies -- strike that.

Do you have copies of any photographs by any

of the other experts in this case?

A | don't, and | don't think I've even seen
t hem

Q M. Arndt didn't bring any photographs that
you | ooked at to the neeting that you had?

A | don't renenber. | don't think so. He
probably had photographs but | didn't see them

Q Have you done any testing in this case?

A No, nothing | would | abel as testing.

Q That's a little bit anbiguous. What do you
mean by that?

A Well, you mght say running a conputer run is
a test. They are frequently referred to as tests by
others. |'ve not done any vehicle performance test or
vehi cl e dynam cs test or tested any materials, nothing |
woul d have described as a test.

Q Have you revi ewed any dynam c or perfornmance

testing on any of these vehicles in connection with your
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work on this matter?

A Only to the extent of |ooking at a couple of
crash test reports of Ford's and deciding they weren't
usabl e, sonme docunents we have on di sk back at the
office. | |ooked at sone results of crash tests in
order to pull the stiffness coefficients. | think that
woul d be all.

Q Have you exam ned each of the vehicles, the
three vehicles that were primarily involved in this
acci dent ?

A | have.

Q When did you do that? | know you went to Wil
on July the 16th?

A Yes. And on that date | exam ned both the T
Bird, that is -- first of all, on the 15th | know
exam ned the Ford because there are photographs | took.

Q And just very quickly, your photographs that
are depicted as roll C are your photographs of the
Thunder bi rd exam nation on the 15th of July?

A Yes. And on the 16th of July at Wil Wecker
in Birmngham| exam ned in detail both the Thunderbird
and the Jeep.

Q Have you seen either the Thunderbird or the
Jeep since July the 16th?

A You know, | was at Weil. | don't think the
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last tine | was there but maybe the tine before | saw
the Jeep just sitting there. | recognized it but I
didn't examine it. Mybe the Thunderbird also. | just
don't renmenber for sure.

Q So it's fair to say all of the work you have
done in ternms of measuring and phot ographically
docunenting the Jeep and the Thunderbird, that work was
done on July 16th of 2001?

A That is correct, except for the exception of
what | did with the Thunderbird on the 15th.

Q And what about the Canry? Wen did you | ook
at that?

A That was this year, 26 April.

Do you have notes respecting that visit?

| do.

O » O

W are going to mark those as Exhibit 15.

Page 3 of Exhibit 3 is docunentation regarding
your exam nation of the Thunderbird on |I believe July

t he 15t h?

A | was confused by the nunber. Yes, it is
Exhibit 3. That is the first page of ny Thunderbird
exam nation, yes.

Q Near the bottomthere is a couple of |ines
that | think are trying to docunent the wheel base?

A Yes.
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Q There is an indication on the first line of 88
plus 16, and is that a quarter or --

A Three. Excuse ne. One and a quarter, yes.

Q Equal s 104?

A And one-quarter equals the | eft wheel base.

Q At the front or the rear? I'msorry. Left
wheel base would be fromthe front to the rear?

A Centerlines of wheel position, yes.

Q And what is this note in the parenthetical ?

A Left steer angle approximately zero degrees.
|"msorry. Left front steer angle approximtely zero
degr ees.

Q And the second line says 82 plus 15?

A 15 and a half equals 97 and a half inches
equal s right wheel base, and then parenthetically right
front steer angle approximtely 10 degrees right.

Q And then there is a note about the drive shaft
at the very end of that. Tell ne what that says,
pl ease.

A Drive shaft is rubbing at two | ocations. See
phot ographs. Parenthetically |I state tail pipe plus
catal ytic converter.

Q Are the two | ocations where it was rubbing?

A Yes.

Q Was the drive shaft intact or was it
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fractured?

A | ntact .
Q Was the four-wheel drive shaft still in the
vehi cl e?

A Not on the T Bird.

Q "' msorry. Never m nd.

The next page is crush neasurenents. Can you
tell me what was the crush neasurenents that you found
on the -- | guess it would be the front of the T Bird?

A Well, a lot of points were neasured.

Q Those are noted on the foll ow ng pages?

A Yes. They are neasured with respect to the X
and Y coordi nate system which | show on the overal
schematic of the vehicle wth the four tapes pl aced
around it.

Q What was the maxi num of crush you found at any
one particular point on the front of the Thunderbird?

A | couldn't tell you fromthis. 1'd have to
| ook at one of the draw ngs which show t he exenpl ar
overlaid on the crushed T Bird. Wat we do, what | did
was to neasure in the field the | ocations of various
poi nts on the damaged vehicle. And then havi ng neasured
i dentical points on the exenplar vehicle and overl ayi ng
the two draw ngs, which are based upon those

nmeasurenents, one can determ ne di spl acenents of
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i ndi vi dual conponents. But all those points are
pl ot t ed.

Q In part of your file that | presune is
contained in the analysis section?

A Yes. And there are sone nore general diagrans
not in the analysis section.

Q Ckay. Also contained within Exhibit 3 are
notes that are headed Exam of Jeep at Weil. And | was
particularly interested on this page as to the note at
the bottom Could you read that for ne?

A Yes. Nck Gles infornms nme that real axle
fell fromvehicle when it was being lifted by a forklift
at an earlier date. It nmay have been not conpletely
separated. |If not, held | oosely by sonething at |eft
rear wheel area. Photos in coroner's office show that
today's positions, referring probably to the right rear
and left rear tires and probably the axle, are
consi derably forward of positions illustrated by

phot ographs at coroner's office. And then

parenthetically | state | infornmed J.P. Beckhamof this
change.
Q Do you recall where the vehicle was when it

was dropped by the forklift?
MR, FRYHOFER  (bj ecti on.

Q Is that what it said?
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A No.

Q VWhat did it say?

A It says Nick Gles inforns ne that rear axle
fell fromvehicle when it was being lifted by a forklift
at an earlier date.

Q Do you know where the vehicle was when this

forklift lifted it and the rear axle fell?

A No.

Q Do you know whether it was in Atlanta or
Bi r m nghan?

A |"msorry, | don't know. | don't know whet her
Gles witnessed it or sonebody told Gles that. | just

don't know.

Q And again, there are a good many neasurenents,
which | think fromwhat you ve told nme before, | can
concl ude are plotted sonewhere?

A Yes, all those points are plotted.

Q And then turning to Exhibit 15, this is your
field notes regarding the exam nation of the Canry?

A Yes, ma'am

Q Did you find any di screpancy between the
condition you found it in and the condition of it
depicted in any earlier photographs?

A "' mnot sure. There is damage at the front of

the left side, that is, in the left front fender of the
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Cantry. There is danage at the rear of the left side,
that is, the |eft rear quarter panel of the Canry at the
time | examned it. | tried to locate in earlier
phot ographs illustrations of those sane two areas, that
is, the front and rear of the left side, in order to
make a determ nation as to whether those damages were
caused in the accident, but there weren't any
phot ogr aphs taken, at least | haven't seen any
phot ographs taken that would illustrate those areas
adequatel y.

In review ng the news videotape, | think tape
B | have | abel ed, there were sone ground-|evel views
whi ch indicated that the danage at the left rear quarter
panel had probably been -- was probably existing just
after the accident occurred because it's on the accident
scene. | couldn't see the left front fender well enough
but | wouldn't be surprised to |learn that the Ford nade
contact, that is, the right side of the Ford nade
contact with both those two areas during the spin-out
trajectories on the day of the accident, but there is
sone question about that still. There was, for exanple,
inthe left rear quarter panel sone fresh paint
transfers, but those appear to be the nornal sal vage
yard type transfers and scratches that occur w thout a

| ot of other damage occurring while the vehicles are
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bei ng stored and noved about. | don't recall whether

mentioned this in ny field notes or not. Apparently

not .

Q Let nme show you the fourth page of Exhibit 15.
There is | think a notation here about -- does it say
di sparity?

A No. Diagonally.
Q There you go. | need an interpreter. So that
is not a note about the discrepancy or the possible

di screpancy?

A Correct.
Q And as | understand what you said -- correct
me if I'mwong -- it's not that there are phot ographs

that show no damage and then sone damage; it's that
there are no photographs that adequately show the |eft
side of the vehicle so that you can nmake that
concl usi on?

A Yes. Again, the videotape, although it is not
a very good view, does show that the danage probably was
existing on the accident scene at the rear of the left
side. It's just sheet netal damage anyway. |It's not
really inportant probably, except it's a reconstruction
detail that one likes to have resol ved.

Q In your exam nation of the Jeep did you note

whet her or not the drive shaft was broken?
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A |'ve got a | ot of photographs that should show

it. | have no independent recollection. Let ne |ook at
ny notes. \Which drive shaft are we tal king about? The
front wheel drive shaft of the rear wheel s?

Q Yes.

A | don't have a note. | probably have a
phot ograph or phot ographs.

Q Wul d you see if you could find one of those

for me?
A Yes.
Q " m | ooking at ny copies of your photographs

in the neantine, if | find it first.

Here we go. Let ne show you a photograph
that's | abel ed Bates stanp 1357. Does that show the
drive shaft?

A It shows that it's still connected at the
transm ssi on but apparently not at the differential.

Q And if you | ook at the foll ow ng photograph,
which is marked as Bates nunber 1358, does it also show
that there is a rather prom nent displacenent at the end
nearest the rear axle?

A It appears fromthis photograph that the drive
shaft is bent and that the connection to the rear axle
has becone separat ed.

Q Okay. And then I think the second part of ny
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guestion related to -- or ny earlier question related to
whet her the shaft that allows the vehicle to be put in
t he four-wheel drive node is still present.

Let me show you, M. Kirk, Bates | abel ed

phot ograph 1338. Does that depict the underside of the

Jeep?
A It does.
Q And the front end?
A Well, yes, it's looking toward the front end.
Q Does the transfer case appear in that

phot ogr aph?
A Yes. Looks like the drive shaft is not there.
Q Ckay. Thank you.
A That is, the drive shaft for the front wheels.

Q The four-wheel drive enabling shaft, in other

wor ds?
A Yes.
Q | saw a nonment ago when you were pulling out

Exhi bit 15 that you have additional notes?

A Yes. | have three sets of field or [ab notes
regardi ng the RElI exam nations of the three exenpl ar
vehicles, the Ford, the Jeep, and the Canry, in that
or der.

Q We'll mark the Ford exenplar notes as Exhibit
16, the Jeep as 17, and the Canry as 18.
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And did you personally exam ne each of these
exenpl ar vehicl es?

A | did not neasure them Mrre than likely |
saw one or two of them when they happened to be there,
but | don't recall that.

Q So the docunentation of those exenpl ar
vehi cl es was done by M. Brady?

A M. Brady, yes.

Q And what was the purpose of the exenpl ar
exam nation?

A Primarily to conpute displacenents of various
conmponent s.

Q In other words, to give you a reference
to conpare the damaged vehicles to so you could
determ ne --

A The crush.

Q Any ot her reason that you exam ned the
exanplars or any other information you gl eaned from
your exam nation of the exanplars?

A Wl |, one other purpose would be just to have
phot ogr aphs of undanaged vehicles for whatever
conparison one mght want to nake, but | can't recal
any ot her reasons | would have had and | don't think Ken
had any. | don't know of any other reasons.

Q Turning to your photographs whi ch have been
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produced to us, | want to just go through if | can and
get a designation of -- there is a packet here that
contains rolls D, E, and F, and what are those of ?

A Well, they weren't rubber-banded together
except for the reason of helping to facilitate

transporting them

Q So we'll do themindividually, then. What is
D?

A Dis the Jeep in Birm ngham

Q On the 16th of July?

A Yes. The date here is the date they were

received fromthe processor, 23rd of July. E also is

the Jeep. F is both the Jeep and the Ford.

Q We'll mark those three as conposite Exhibit
19. And what's the next -- what are we up to? F?

A W are.

Q What is that?

A F was the last roll of nunber 19.

Q So we are upto G Sorry. | can't count or

remenber the al phabet.

A G we have Ford photographs, as is H.

Q So all these five sets relate to vehicle
exam nations of the Thunderbird or the Jeep?

A Yes.

Q ' mgoing to include themas part of 19 and
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say there are now five packets that are conposite 19.

A Here are two nore. | and J are both the Ford
and the Jeep.

Q Ckay. They also wll be included as a part of
conposite Exhibit 19. What about J? |Is that additional
Jeep or Ford photographs as wel | ?

A Jeep.

Q So we are up to K

A There is no K, but we can | abel these as K
|'ve got the next three | abel ed double A, double B and
doubl e C

Q What do those pertain to?

A Al'l of those pertain to ny exam nation of the
Canry.

Q W are going to mark those as conposite
Exhibit 20. Wsat is the next set |abeled as?

A Wl l, we have an exenplar Jeep, an exenplar T
Bird, one roll each, and exenplar Toyota two rolls. For
sone reason both M. Mdyette and M. Brady took
phot ogr aphs of the Toyot a.

Q Okay. We'll mark the exenplar photographs
then as conposite Exhibit 21.

A Four rolls, four packets.

Q Correct. GCkay. Wuat else have you got in
your file?
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A |'ve got the two what | refer to as news
tapes, A and B.
Q Right. The first is |abeled as being from
WEB. That's nmarked as B by you?
A Yes. |I'mnot sure it's just WGB but it may
be.
Q And then there is a tape marked as Athat is
fatal auto accident, famly killed?
A Yes.
M5. ONENS: | think we produced
WEB to you. And |I'mnot sure about that
one but | know you'll know.
A There is a detailed listing, a detailed |abel
on A which may be sone hel p.
Q It indicates it's fromWAGA, WKIA, WKIR, WGCL
and WAGA, WKIA, WAGR
M5. OAENS: | don't think there
is any need to mark these because | think
everybody has probably got them |I'm
| ooki ng at ot her defense counsel.
MR FINE: Yes, | believe we
do. If we don't, we can certainly ask
for them
A You asked what else | had in ny file.
Q Yes.

EA12-005- Chrysler -011504

REGENCY REPORTI NG, | NC.

583f7a42-dcfd-11d6-940e-00045a5f40ba




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 78

A |"ve got a newspaper subfile, an autopsies
subfile.
Q Did you review the autopsy reports?

A Very quickly. They have nothing to do with ny
opi ni ons.

Q Did you nake any notations in any of these?

A Unlikely. Then | have site diagrans which
we've had out earlier, and they are identical to Exhibit
6 and Exhibit 8 except the | arger diagranms |ike Exhibit
8 do not have the additional two vehicles, that is, the
Ford and Jeep showi ng approximately their positions at
inpact. 8 has the two plastic tenplates, but the ones
like 8 in this subfile do not have those tenpl ates.

Q So those are just duplicates?

Yes.
Q Except for the tenplate |ocations?
A On nunber 8, correct.
Q What ' s next ?
A Next are the vehicle diagrans, and for each of

the three vehicles examned there is a diagram of the
subj ect vehicle, there is a diagram of the danaged
vehicle, and a diagram of the damaged pl us the subject
t oget her on one diagramoverlaid. And there are three
of each of those. So there are three, tines three,

times three, 27 drawings, but a full set would consist
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of only nine draw ngs.

Q Al right.

A And they are clipped together in groups of
i dentical draw ngs.

Q ' mgoing to cone over here, M. Kirk, so you
can try and tell nme is there any way that you've
desi gnat ed each of these diagrans? 1|s there page
nunberi ng or marki ng?

A No, there is not, but |I can do it very easily.
For exanple, the Jeep Cherokee, what will henceforth be
typed, at least ny instructions are that we'll put on
there whether it's the exenplar or the subject or the
conmbi ned. For exanple, these first three are all the
sane. They are all of the conbi ned drawi ng of the Jeep,
the solid lines being the subject vehicle, the dashed
lines being the exenplar vehicle. And there are also
poi nts designated with circles and cross hairs for the
subj ect, and squares and cross hairs for the exenplar.

Q Let's ook at this one which we'll mark as
Exhibit 22, and just sort of, if you would, take ne
through. Let's nove fromleft to right. The first
thing on the left is the box that contains the scale
information, the color information, so forth?

A Title bl ock, yes, and al so | egend.

Q And then the next lineis aline that is
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vertical to the page, and there is a circle and a cross
inred just to the right of that?

A Yes. First of all, the vertical line is what
you woul d expect with no significant frontal danmage.
The damaged, that is, subject vehicle, is a solid |ine
and it happens to overlay al nost precisely the undanaged
bunper line. That black is the bunper.

Q And then you can see there is a broken dotted
line visible at the left or the bottom edge of that.

A That's the exenpl ar vehicle.

Q Ri ght .

A And i ndividual points are al so shown, again
the squares with the cross hairs being exenplar, circles
With the cross hairs being the danaged vehicl e.

Q Do those overlay again those two points as to
t he subject and the exenplar?

A Yes. And these are probably sone reference
points | had in the front just to help us to index the
vehicles as we overlay them these red indications with
cross hairs.

Q Then the next depictions are of the left and
right front tires?

A Yes, wheels.

Q There are two crosses. Looks |ike they m ght

even be in pencil.
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A No. Well, I'mnot saying they don't |ook |ike

it. They are in ink by the printer.

Q What are those marks on here to depict?

A They depict not sonething neasured directly in
the field. That's just the center of the box which Ken
has drawn for the tire, and not surprisingly don't
exactly line up. Even if you neasure two identical
undamaged vehicles, that is, two other Jeeps that
haven't been damaged, you'll find frequently a little
bit of difference in the position of the wheels.

Q Do you believe that there is any damage from
the accident in question that is reflected in the slight
di fference between the exenplar and the accident vehicle
front tires?

A | hadn't thought about that. | wouldn't
expect there to be, but nothing significant to nme as an
acci dent reconstructionist.

Q And then there are a couple of marks behi nd

the front tires. Wat are those? Rocker panels?

A |'d have to check the field notes, but they
very well may be. The field notes will list those.

Q | think we put all those back in here.

A Just to nmake sure you understand, front

bunper, those are the X and Y neasurenents of the front

bunper there. Forward reference points are here, and |
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probably descri bed those reference points over here.

Q And what you are looking at is Exhibit 3
agai n?

A Yes. | do describe what those forward
reference points are.

Q On the page headed Crush MSMIS?

A Measur enents, yes.

You asked specifically about these points.

Q Yes.

A Yes. Those would be -- it's the last entry on
Exhibit 3, rocker panel at A post, hinge pillar, left
and right. And | probably have a phot ograph show ng
t hose points.

Q There is sone discrepancy on what woul d be the
right side of the vehicle between the exenplar and the
acci dent vehicle; correct?

A Yes.

Q Do you think that that is an indication of
damage fromthis accident?

A It could be. Actually, since there was damage
inthe left side, perhaps those points on the right side
could be matched up and the points on the left side
shoul d be further apart. But it could be, yes. Again,
in terns of neasuring crush, it's not significant, but

t hose are just some other points that we could use to

EA12-005- Chrysler -011509

REGENCY REPORTI NG, | NC.

583f7a42-dcfd-11d6-940e-00045a5f40ba




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 83

hel p align the vehicle when we put themtogether |ike

this.

Q D d you make any notation of the B pillar
| ocations?

A No.

Q Does the exenplar conpare to the accident
vehi cl e?

A No, not on the notations. 1've certainly got

phot ogr aphs but those were not neasured.

Q And the next itemdepicted | presune is the
rear wheel s?

A Yes.

Q Left and right?

A Yes. Those wheels are in a position forward
of the location | had seen themin earlier photographs,
and they are fixed there because the vehicle has been
pl aced upon a steel frane.

Q And by those, you are just tal king about the
acci dent ?

A Acci dent vehicle, yes.

Q And so the unbroken line is the accident
vehicle; the broken dotted line is the exenplar vehicle?

A Yes.

Q What is this |ine here?

A That's the rear bunper, the netal bunper.
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Q The solid line going fromthe |left and endi ng

before it gets to the right is the bunper |ine on the
acci dent vehicle as you neasured it after this accident?

A Yes, as you indicated when you were pointing
toit.

Q VWhat is this red and yellow line that's in the
left rear exenplar tire box?

A Yel | ow are sone points on the quarter panel
whi ch | probably show in sone photographs. And the
rusty line is the location of the fuel filler door; in
ot her words, it's been pushed that far forward.

Q And the conparison nmarks are the rusty dotted
line was the original location of the fuel filler door?
A As neasured on the exenplar vehicle, yes.

Q What's the blue |ine? The roof?

A Roof edge, rear roof edge.

Q And we can conpare that to the unbroken bl ack
line?

A No. These two are the bunper. This solid
line is the subject roof. Broken |ine, sanme col or bl ue,
is the exenplar, which shows the roof was pushed forward
residually a very short distance, that being on the left
end.

Q All right. So that is the conbination

drawi ng, and you have additional drawi ngs that show just
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t he exenpl ar and just the accident vehicle?

A Yes, | do.

Q Let's nove to the next conbination draw ng for
the -- 1'Il tell you what I'mgoing to do, if it's okay
with you. These three are all the same; correct?

A They are the sane, yes.

Q And there is another heading that is --

A | don't want to run your deposition, but |I was
t hi nking you m ght take -- why would you want all three?
Q | don't.

A Do you want any of then?

Q Yes.

A Way don't you | eave that one out then, but
|'ve got an extra here if for any reason you need an
extra one al so.

Q We'll |eave that one out and just take one of
each.

A Ckay. That's your exenplar Jeep.

Q Now, we've got to find the exhibit mark to
make sure the one you gave ne is the one we | abel ed.

It is. Ckay.
And then the next one is the accident vehicle?

A Should be. It is the accident vehicle.

Q W are going to nake those three then as

conposite Exhibit 22.
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A There is a set of the Ford. That's subject,
conbi ned, and exenpl ar.

Q Let's | ook at the conbined one. W are going
to mark these three as conposite Exhibit 23, so | wll
put that underneath the title block of the conbi ned
dr aw ng.

Starting at the left side next to the title
bl ock, the broken black |Iine depicts the exenplar
bunper ?

A The vinyl cover of the bunper. The actual
netal bunper is the broken -- no, it's not. There is no
nmetal bunper on that. |It's fiberglass.

Q What does the broken green |line represent?

A Upper radi ator support forward edge.

Q And then the solid green line is for the
acci dent vehicle?

A Yes.

Q And what is the yellow dotted |ine?
Represents the radiator?

A Yes.

Q And then the solid yellow line is the matching
point on the --

A Points on the --

-- accident vehicle?

A Yes, ma'am
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Q And then what's the blue? Skid plate?

A Skid plate. That would be shown in sone
phot ographs also. Al these points | neasure are shown
in specific photographs so there is no question about
what is being drawn.

Q Is there any indication of damage on your
diagramto either the left side or the right side of the
Thunder bi r d?

A Not on the diagram no. |If there was sone, it
woul d be in sone photographs. But know ng the purpose
this was going to be serving, | didn't neasure
i nci dental damages.

Q At the rear wheels there is a slight

di screpancy between the exenplar and the subject

vehi cl e.
A Yes.
Q Do you believe that is the result of danage or

just sone usual tolerance that you could expect from
this kind of vehicle?

A It could be tolerance. It also could be
because those entire rectangl es are based upon the
measurenent of the central line of the axle. At the
hubcap, for exanple, if there is a hubcap still on the
vehicle, or at the wheel plane, or at the end of the

axl e, that could also account for some left to right
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differential placenent. By differential | don't nean
rear axle. | nean difference.

Q And again, there is sone slight, very slight
di screpancy between the rear bunpers. Do you believe
that that is accident damage or sinply tol erance,
manuf act ured tol erance?

A There has been a fire also. Could be rel ated
to the accident, but again, nothing significant froma
reconstruction standpoint.

Q And now the last one is the Cantry set. W are
going to mark this set as conposite Exhibit 24 show ng
the Camry. And there is a slight differential noted
bet ween the bunper reinforcenent bar for the exenplar
and accident vehicles. Do you believe that that is
sinply a tol erance situation or acci dent damage?

A Probably not. There was damage to the right
front area of the Canry, and | think |I read sonewhere in
the file that it was believed that the Canry danmage in
t hat area was produced by running over the wheel or sone
ot her debris on the roadway.

Q And then there is damage that is visible on
the rear of the Canry at the conparison of the trunk
lid.

A Blue is the trunk Iid. Yes.

Q Blue is the subject vehicle, and dotted bl ue
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