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MATTER # 1158445

FILE TYPE Customer Assistance Inquiry Report and Legal Claim

FILE NAME

CAIR # 13827658

DATE OF
INCIDENT

07/11/2005

DATE OF NOTICE 07/22/2005

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2003 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GL38K63W

MILEAGE 16,000

OWNER

Baltimore, MD

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On July 11, 2005, a 2003 Jeep Liberty (KJ) operated by was
westbound on I-4 in Haines City, Florida. The posted speed limit at
the site of the accident was 65 mph. According to an interview of the
Jeep Liberty (KJ) driver,1 traffic was being funneled down from three
lanes to one. stated she was travelling at approximately 50
mph when a Nissan passenger car (unknown model and model year)
struck the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) at a high rate of speed,
causing the Jeep Liberty (KJ) to travel onto the north shoulder of I-4
where it came to rest. A fire in the Jeep Liberty (KJ) ensued. The
police accident report estimated the travel speed of the Nissan
passenger car at impact at 65 mph. The driver of the Nissan was
cited for careless driving and failure to maintain control of the vehicle.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 1

FATALITIES 0

ANALYSIS Based on an inspection of the 2003 Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other
available evidence, including the police accident report, driver
interview and vehicle photographs, Chrysler Group estimates that the

1 An interview was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation and the report is being
withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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impact of the Nissan passenger car with the rear of the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) occurred at a relative velocity of 15 mph or greater. The
inspection of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) revealed that the fuel tank straps of
the Jeep Liberty (KJ) tore loose at both rear mounting points.
Chrysler Group concludes that the fire began in the rear of the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) but cannot identify the cause of the fire because the fuel
tank was completely destroyed.2 The damage to the rear of the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) is depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 3 Public, Bates
page numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler – 006275, 6277 and 6280.

2
An inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation and the report is

being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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Malone New York Police Department, Troop B (Ph# 518 483-5000) the report
number has not yet been obtained
**** End structured narrative SI POLICY FIRE OR ACCIDENT ****
Owner alleges vehicle exploded into flames after rear end collision.....
referring to Special Investigations for further handling......ltm
10/19/05....FIRE/EXPLOSION FORWARDED TO 82T.
10/20/05 vehicle location zip code 13039 jlg.
_10/20/05 assigned to kwk3/jlg.
CAIR NUMBER 14155831 REQUEST EAA INSPECTION 10-20-2005 11:02
CAIR NUMBER 14155831 E-MAIL SENT TO EAA 10-20-2005 11:03
10/21/2005: Sent acknowledgement letter. (JM)
Inspection Requested: 10/20/2005 (JMedina)
Denial Letter Sent: 11/1/2005 (JMedina)
3/28/08 VCW2 updated cair image from pending to X.
Image may not be available due to technical issue.
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MATTER # 1161999

FILE TYPE Customer Assistant Inquiry Report, Legal Claim, and VOQ 10138726

FILE NAME

CAIR # 14155831

DATE OF
INCIDENT

09/30/2005

DATE OF NOTICE 10/13/2005

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GL48K54W

MILEAGE 30,000

OWNER

Moira, NY

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On September 30, 2005, a 2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ), operated by
was travelling northeast on C.R. 1 in Fort Covington, New York

near the intersection with Foster Road. The Jeep Liberty (KJ) was
stopped preparing to turn left into a school when a 1997 Plymouth
Neon, operated by , failed to observe the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) and struck it in the rear. Based on an interview by
DaimlerChrysler Corporation with the owner of the Jeep Liberty (KJ),

, the Plymouth Neon was travelling at approximately
35-40 mph at the time of the collision. A fire ensued in the rear of the
Jeep Liberty (KJ).

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 0

FATALITIES 0

ANALYSIS Based on an inspection of the 2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other
available information, including the police accident report and an
interview of the owner of the Jeep Liberty (KJ), the relative velocity of
the Plymouth Neon at impact with the Jeep Liberty (KJ) was
approximately 35-40 mph. This is based on the Jeep Liberty (KJ)
owner’s statement to an investigator from DaimlerChrysler
Corporation. 1 Based on the inspection of the Jeep Liberty (KJ),

1 An interview of the vehicle owner was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation
and the report is being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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Chrysler Group has concluded that a fire occurred in the vehicle but
cannot determine whether the fuel tank was ruptured or that the
origin of the fire was at the fuel tank because the fuel tank was no
longer available. The inspection revealed that the right corner of the
bumper was pushed inward 1-2 inches and the right fuel tank stop
was detached at the forward end.2 The damage to the rear of the
Jeep Liberty (KJ) is depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 3 Public,
Bates page numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler – 005918 and 005921.

2
A vehicle inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation and the report

is being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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ANALYSIS The 2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ) was inspected and a copy of the police
accident report and related police investigation was obtained. Based
on the available information, Chrysler Group does not have enough
information to determine likely relative impact velocities between the
Honda passenger car and the Jeep Liberty (KJ) or the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) and the Toyota Supra. Chrysler Group notes that the
investigating police officer reported that all of the vehicles were
travelling 55-65 mph at the time of the accident and recorded
approximately 100 feet of tire marks in the southbound lanes of travel
leading up to the impact point between the Honda passenger car and
the Jeep Liberty (KJ). Chrysler Group also does not have enough
information to determine when in the accident sequence the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) fuel tank ruptured, if at all, or whether the origin of the
fire was at the fuel tank because the fuel tank and fuel filler tube were
missing from the vehicle when it was inspected.1 Because of the
multiple collisions to the Jeep Liberty (KJ) occurring within an
extremely short time of each other and the lack of damage to the rear
end of the Jeep Liberty (KJ), Chrysler Group is also unable to
determine whether the Jeep Liberty (KJ) was oriented on all four
wheels at the time of the subsequent collisions with the Toyota Supra
and Plymouth Voyager. The damaged condition of the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) is depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 3 Public, Bates page
numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler – 006147 and 6154.

1 An inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation and the report is
being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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MATTER # 1178462

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

11/03/2006

DATE OF NOTICE 03/13/2007

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GL48K16W

MILEAGE

OWNER

Bayville, NJ

COURT U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania

DOCKET # 07-0767

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On November 3, 2006, a 2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ), operated by
was travelling westbound on I-78 in Berks County,

Pennsylvania. The posted speed limit at the site of the accident was
55 mph; however, a construction zone was in existence with a
temporary speed limit of 50 mph. According to the police accident
report, the Jeep Liberty (KJ) was in the left lane of I-78, along with
other traffic, and had stopped or was moving very slowly due to
construction lane closures ahead of it. A 2006 Freightliner
tractor/trailer failed to observe the traffic stopped or slowing ahead of
it and struck the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) at a high rate of speed.
Witnesses estimated the speed of the Freightliner tractor/trailer at 65-
75 mph just prior to the collision and reported that it failed to brake or
braked just before the collision. The impact pushed the front end of
the Jeep Liberty (KJ) into the rear of a 2005 Kenworth tractor/trailer.
According to the police accident report and statements given to the
police, a fire at the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) and the front of the
Freightliner tractor/trailer began after the impact.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 1

FATALITIES 3

ANALYSIS The 2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ) has not been inspected. Based on the
available information, including the police accident report and witness
statements, Chrysler Group concludes that the impact of the
Freightliner tractor/trailer with the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ)
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occurred at a relative velocity in excess of 55 mph. This is based on
witness statements that the Freightliner tractor/trailer was travelling
65-75 mph immediately prior to the accident and there was little or no
evidence of braking prior to impact and that the Jeep Liberty (KJ) was
either stopped or moving very slowly with other traffic. The driver of
the Kenworth tractor/trailer reported that he was travelling 3-5 mph at
the time of the impact. According to the police accident report, this
extremely severe, high-energy impact caused extreme damage to the
rear end of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) with the engine and radiator of the
Freightliner tractor/trailer resting against the front seat and dash area
of the Jeep Liberty (KJ). The interposition of the Jeep Liberty (KJ)
between the Freightliner tractor/trailer and the Kenworth
tractor/trailer during the impact and the extremely high mass of the
Freightliner tractor/trailer likely increased the crash forces acting on
the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ). Because Chrysler Group has not
inspected the Jeep Liberty (KJ), it is unable to confirm that the fuel
tank was ruptured in the accident or that the origin of the fire was at
the fuel tank. (Enclosure 3, Bates page numbers 006711-6712).
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