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MATTER # 1230125

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

03/30/2010

DATE OF NOTICE 04/18/2012

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2005 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GL48K65W

MILEAGE

OWNER

.

Chantilly, VA

COURT Circuit Court, Fairfax County, VA

DOCKET # 2012 - 04905

2012 - 04374

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On March 30, 2010, a 2005 Jeep Liberty (KJ), operated by
, was travelling eastbound on Harry Byrd Highway near the

intersection of Dranesville Road in Loudon County, Virginia. The
posted speed limit at the site of the accident was 45 mph. According
to the police accident report, the Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other traffic
had slowed or stopped for a minor accident when a 2003 Ford
Expedition, operated by , failed to observe the
traffic stopping ahead and struck the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ).
The investigating police officer determined that the Ford Expedition
was travelling 30-35 mph at the time of impact. The collision caused
a chain reaction accident, pushing the front end of the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) into the rear of a 2006 BMW 330xi, which in turn impacted the
rear of a 2000 Mercedes ML430, which in turn impacted a 1998
Chevrolet Suburban. While this was occurring, a 2005 Nissan Altima,
operated by , failed to observe the accident ahead and
struck the rear of the Ford Expedition. The investigating police officer
determined that the Nissan Altima was travelling 40 mph before the
collision with the Ford Expedition. At some point during the accident
sequence, the Jeep Liberty (KJ) overturned onto its right side and
caught on fire. The driver of the Ford Expedition reported to the
investigating police officer that he was checking messages on his
mobile device immediately before the collision with the Jeep Liberty
(KJ).
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PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 3

FATALITIES 0

ANALYSIS Based on the police accident report, the collision of the Ford
Expedition with the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) occurred at a relative
velocity of approximately 30-35 mph. The Jeep Liberty (KJ) contacted
the BMW in front it and appears to have rolled onto its right side
almost immediately, exposing the fuel tank to impact with the Ford
Expedition. The fire in the area of the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ)
appears to have begun shortly after impact. Chrysler Group has not
determined the cause or origin of the fire at this time.
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CAIR NUMBER 15714080 REQUEST EAA INSPECTION 12-07-2006 10:14
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MATTER # 1175396

FILE TYPE Customer Assistance Inquiry Report and Legal Claim

FILE NAME

CAIR # 15714080

DATE OF
INCIDENT

11/25/2006

DATE OF NOTICE 11/28/2006

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2005 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4FK48105W

MILEAGE 19,500

OWNER

Gleason, TN

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On November 25, 2006, was operating his 2005 Jeep
Liberty (KJ) on U.S. 45 east near Milan, Tennessee. The posted speed
limit for U.S. 45 at the site of the accident was 65 mph. Chrysler
Group has obtained the police accident report and the driver of the
Jeep Liberty (KJ) has been interviewed.1 The descriptions of how the
accident occurred vary, but apparently the Jeep Liberty (KJ) was
traveling approximately 60-65 mph when struck in the rear by a 2003
Mitsubishi Galant operated by . (The police accident
report concludes that the Mitsubishi Galant struck the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) two times. The police accident report also describes the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) as the bullet vehicle and the Mitsubishi Galant as the
struck vehicle. This is likely an error.) The rear impact(s) caused the
Jeep Liberty (KJ) to yaw in a clockwise direction and make one or
more contacts with the guardrail on the north side of the road before
coming to rest on the road shoulder. The driver of the Mitsubishi
Galant stated that he fell asleep and ran into the Jeep Liberty (KJ).
The police accident report indicates that a fire ensued in both vehicles.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 1

1
An interview was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation and the report is being

withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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FATALITIES 0

ANALYSIS Chrysler Group does not have sufficient information about the accident
to determine the likely relative impact velocity between the 2005 Jeep
Liberty (KJ) and the Mitsubishi Galant. Based on an inspection of the
Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other available evidence, including the police
accident report and vehicle photographs, Chrysler Group concludes
that as a result of the rear impact(s) to the Jeep Liberty (KJ), a fire
occurred in the area of the fuel tank of the Jeep Liberty (KJ). Because
of the numerous impacts to the Jeep Liberty (KJ) by both the
Mitsubishi Galant and the guardrail on U.S. 45, Chrysler Group is
unable to determine whether the fire occurred as a result of the
impact(s) with the Mitsubishi Galant or the guardrail. The inspection
of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) revealed that the left fuel tank strap was
separated at its forward attachment point. As a result, it is possible
that the fuel tank contacted the ground at some point during the
accident sequence rupturing the fuel tank and fuel leakage.2 The
damage to the rear end of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) is depicted in the
photographs in Enclosure 3 Public, Bates page numbers 006109 and
6127.

2
An inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation and the report is

being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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MATTER # 1178536

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

03/15/2007

DATE OF NOTICE 03/17/2007

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GK48K76W

MILEAGE

OWNER

San Antonio, TX

COURT County Court of Nueces County, TX

DOCKET # 07-61074-1

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On March 15, 2007, a 2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ), operated by
, was travelling southbound on Highway 361 in Port Aransas,

Texas. The posted speed limit at the site of the accident was 60 mph.
According to the police accident report, the Jeep Liberty (KJ) crossed
the fog line on the southbound shoulder and the driver overcorrected
to the left, reentering the roadway toward the northbound lane of
travel. The Jeep Liberty (KJ) overcorrected back to the right to regain
the southbound lane, causing the vehicle to yaw in a clockwise
direction in the northbound lane. A 2002 Chevrolet Silverado,
operated by , travelling northbound on Highway 361 was
unable to avoid the oncoming Jeep Liberty (KJ) and the front end of
the Chevrolet Silverado struck the Jeep Liberty (KJ) in the left-rear
quarter panel in the area of the fuel filler tube. The investigating
police officer determined that the Jeep Liberty (KJ) was travelling at
least 60 mph at the time of the impact. The Chevrolet Silverado was
travelling at an undetermined speed in the opposite direction at the
time of the impact. The driver reported trying to take evasive action
but the police officer observed no skid or yaw marks from the
Chevrolet Silverado prior to the impact. A fire in the area of the fuel
tank of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) ensued. The investigating police officer
reported that, after the accident, he identified the driver of the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) with a beer can between her legs. The police officer
noted that the accident appeared to have been caused by “speed and
beer.” An autopsy of the driver of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) revealed the
presence of marijuana, valium and Xanax.
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PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 4

FATALITIES 2

ANALYSIS Based on an inspection of the 2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other
available information, including the police accident report, statements
made to the police by witnesses and vehicle photographs, Chrysler
Group concludes that the impact of the Chevrolet Silverado to the left-
rear quarter panel of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) occurred at a relative
velocity significantly in excess of 60 mph. This is based on the police
determination that the Jeep Liberty (KJ) was travelling southbound at
a speed of 60 mph at the time of impact and the Chevrolet Silverado
was travelling in the opposite direction at an unknown speed but
showed no evidence of braking prior to impact. The collision forces
present in this extremely severe, high-energy impact were likely
increased by the large mass of the Chevrolet Silverado. The
inspection of the vehicles revealed that the impact resulted in severe
intrusion of the front end of the Chevrolet Silverado into the left-rear
quarter panel of the Jeep Liberty (KJ), rupturing the fuel filler hose
and fuel tank and causing the fire. There were two large tow hooks
on the front bumper of the Chevrolet Silverado that may have been
the cause of the rupture of the fuel tank and fuel filler hose.1 The
damage to the left rear quarter panel of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) and the
front of the Chevrolet Silverado are depicted in the photographs in
Enclosure 3 Public, Bates page numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler –
007585, 7587, and 7624.

1 An inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in connection with litigation and a summary of
the inspection is being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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MATTER # 1192152

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

05/06/2007

DATE OF NOTICE 05/06/2008

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GK48K84W

MILEAGE

OWNER

.

La Mirada, CA

COURT Superior Court, Orange, CA

DOCKET # 00106067

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On May 6, 2007, a 2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ), was being operated by
on La Mirada Boulevard approaching the intersection

with Alondra Boulevard in Buena Park, California. The posted speed
limit on Alondra Boulevard at the site of the accident was 25 mph.
According to a witness to the accident, the Jeep Liberty (KJ) had just
completed a right (eastbound) turn onto Alondra and was travelling at
an estimated speed of 5 mph when a 1997 Nissan Altima, operated by

eastbound on Alondra, travelled through the
intersection at a high rate of speed and struck the Jeep Liberty (KJ) in
the rear. The witness estimated the speed of the Nissan Altima at 60
mph at the time of impact. Another witness estimated that the Nissan
Altima was travelling approximately 70-80 mph when it passed her
just before the intersection. The impact caused the Jeep Liberty (KJ)
to travel to the left and strike the center median, causing it to roll over
onto its right side coming to rest in the westbound lanes of travel of
Alondra approximately 175 feet from the point of impact. A fire
ensued in the area of the Jeep Liberty (KJ). The investigating police
officer gave the driver of the Nissan Altima a preliminary breath test at
the accident scene with readings of .20 and .19 and he was
subsequently charged with felony drunk driving and manslaughter.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 0

FATALITIES 2

ANALYSIS Based on an inspection of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other available
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information, including the police accident report, statements given to
police and vehicle photographs, Chrysler Group concludes that the
impact of the Nissan Altima with the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ)
occurred at a relative velocity in excess of 50 mph. This is based on
the statements made by a witness to police that the Nissan Altima was
travelling approximately 60 mph when it struck the rear of the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) and that the Jeep Liberty (KJ) had just completed its turn
and was going approximately 5 mph when the impact occurred. This
is also supported by the statement made by a witness that the Nissan
Altima had passed her on Alondra just before the intersection at a
speed of 70-80 mph. Based on an inspection of the Jeep Liberty (KJ),
this severe, high-energy impact to the right-rear of the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) likely resulted in the front end of the Nissan Altima riding under
the rear bumper of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) and contacting the fuel tank,
rear wheels and rear axle causing the damage to the fuel system and
the ensuing fire.1 The damage to the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) is
depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 3 Public, Bates page
numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler - 026088-26089.

1 An inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in connection with litigation and a summary of
the inspection is being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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Letter Sent: Denial 10/21/2011
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MATTER # 1225256

FILE TYPE Customer Assistance Inquiry Report and Legal Claim

FILE NAME

CAIR # 21445257

DATE OF
INCIDENT

08/16/2011

DATE OF NOTICE 10/11/2011

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2005 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GL48KX5W

MILEAGE 70,000

OWNER

Fayetteville, WV

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On August 13, 2011, a 2005 Jeep Liberty (KJ), operated by
, was travelling northbound on U.S. 19 near Oak Hill, West

Virginia, when the driver saw a deer on the right side of the road and
braked to avoid hitting the deer. The Jeep Liberty (KJ) was struck in
the rear by a Buick Park Avenue passenger car (unidentified model
year). According to the owner of the Jeep Liberty (KJ), the Buick Park
Avenue travelled under the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ), lifting it
several feet in the air and turning it sideways. A fire ensued in the area
of the Jeep Liberty (KJ).

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 1

FATALITIES 0

ANALYSIS Chrysler Group has been unable to obtain a police accident report and
is unable to determine a likely relative impact velocity between the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) and the Buick Park Avenue. Based on an inspection of the
Jeep Liberty (KJ), Chrysler Group concludes that the Buick Park Avenue
likely travelled under the left-rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ), damaging
the left fuel tank strap, left-rear coil spring and the fuel filler and vent
tube, resulting in the vehicle fire.1 The damage to the rear of the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) is depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 3 Public, Bates

1 An inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation and the report is
being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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page numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler – 006227, 6231, and 6255.
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