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MATTER # 1176842

FILE TYPE Legal Claim and VOQ 10181332

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

10/31/2006

DATE OF NOTICE 01/24/2007

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GK48K04W

MILEAGE

OWNER

.

Gonzales, LA

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On October 31, 2006, a 2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ), operated by
was travelling on I-10 near LaPlace, Louisiana. The posted

speed limit at the site of the accident was 60 mph. According to the
police accident report, the Jeep Liberty (KJ) had come to a complete
stop in the left lane because of traffic congestion. A 1996 Ford F-150
pickup, operated by travelling behind the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) in the left lane at approximately 60-65 mph, failed to observe
traffic stopped ahead because he was blinded by the sun and struck
the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ). According to the police accident
report, there were only 17 feet of pre-impact skid marks left by the
Ford F-150 pickup indicating that the driver braked at the last instant
before the impact. The impact pushed the left-front of the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) into the right-rear of a Pontiac Solstice before coming to
rest by the guardrail on the right side of the road. A fire ensued in the
Jeep Liberty (KJ).

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 1

FATALITIES 1

ANALYSIS Based on an inspection of the 2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other
available information, including the police accident report, witness
statements and vehicle photographs, Chrysler Group concludes that
the impact of the Ford F-150 pickup to the rear of the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) occurred at a relative velocity in excess of 50 mph. This is
supported by the statement of the driver of the Ford F-150 pickup to
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the investigating police officer that he was travelling 60-65 mph just
prior to the impact and the existence of only 17 feet of pre-impact skid
marks. The vehicle inspection revealed that this extremely severe,
high-energy impact of the Ford F-150 pickup to the left-rear of the
Jeep Liberty (KJ) likely caused the fuel tank to be ruptured as the Ford
F-150 pickup’s bumper and frame rail intruded into the rear of the
Jeep Liberty (KJ), pushing the rear bumper almost to the rear wheel
wells.1 The left-rear offset impact to the Jeep Liberty (KJ) likely
increased the crash forces acting on the vehicle. The damage to the
rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) and the front of the Ford F-150 pickup
are depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 3 Public, Bates page
numbers 006840, 6842, 6843, and 6849.

1 The inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in connection with litigation and a summary of
the inspection is being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.

EA12-005- Chrysler -006859












