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MATTER # 1155951

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

11/21/2003

DATE OF NOTICE 05/06/2005

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GK48K94W

MILEAGE

OWNER

Statesville, NC

COURT Superior Court, Iredell County, NC

DOCKET # 5CV01127

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On November 21, 2003, a 2004 Jeep Liberty (KJ), operated by
was travelling east on U.S. Highway 74 in the left lane of

travel in Charlotte, North Carolina. The posted speed limit at the site
of the accident was 55 mph. According to the police accident report,
the Jeep Liberty (KJ) stopped in the left lane when it encountered a
disabled vehicle ahead of it and was attempting to go around when a
1996 Chevrolet dump truck (approximately 25,000 pounds, per police
supplemental report), failed to observe the stopped Jeep Liberty (KJ)
ahead of it, braked and tried to take evasive action, but struck the
right-rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ). The impact pushed the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) into the concrete median barrier causing the rear end to
ride up on the barrier and slide down the barrier on its undercarriage.
The Jeep Liberty (KJ) then overturned off the median barrier coming
to rest on its wheels in the center eastbound lane. A fire ensued in
the Jeep Liberty (KJ).

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 2

FATALITIES 1

ANALYSIS Based on an inspection of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other available
information, including the police accident report and supplemental
report and vehicle photographs, Chrysler Group concludes that the
initial impact of the Chevrolet dump truck with the rear of the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) occurred at a relative velocity of approximately 20 mph
and caused the rear end of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) to contact and mount
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the concrete median barrier. This is based on an analysis of the
accident by the police contained in the police accident report and
supplemented report. Investigation of the accident, conducted on
behalf of DaimlerChrysler Corporation, concluded that the initial
impact between the Chevrolet dump truck and the Jeep Liberty (KJ)
did not cause damage to the fuel system that resulted in fire. Rather,
the fuel tank and fuel filler tube were likely damaged and began to
leak as a result of the interaction of the underside of the Jeep Liberty
(KJ) with the concrete barrier as it was sliding down the top of the
barrier on its undercarriage. This is supported by the lack of
significant rear end damage to the Jeep Liberty (KJ), the presence of
fuel in the HOV lane on the other side of the median barrier, the
determination by the police investigator that the fire in the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) did not occur until the vehicle came to rest and the
location of the fuel filler tube behind the Jeep Liberty (KJ) at its final
rest position.1 The damage to the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) is
depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 3 Public, Bates page
numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler – 015208 and 15212.

1 An investigation was conducted at the request of counsel in connection with litigation and a summary of
the investigation is being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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