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MATTER # 1175240

FILE TYPE Customer Assistance Inquiry Report and Legal Claim

FILE NAME Hertz Corporation (Spillars, Michael)

CAIR # 15732156

DATE OF
INCIDENT

11/11/2006

DATE OF NOTICE 12/04/2006

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ)

VIN 1J4GL58K66W

MILEAGE 19,765

OWNER Hertz Corporation

14501 Hertz Quail Springs Parkway

Oklahoma City, OK 73134

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On November 11, 2006, a 2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ), operated by
, was stopped in the left westbound lane of Highway 80 in

Tybee Island, Georgia preparing to make a left turn. The posted
speed limit at the site of the accident was 35 mph. A 1996 Honda
Civic, operated by , westbound on Highway 80 was in
the process of changing lanes from the right to left lane when he
observed the Jeep Liberty (KJ) stopped in the left lane. The Honda
Civic struck the Jeep Liberty (KJ) in the rear. The police accident
report does not reflect that there were any pre-impact skid marks.
The impact caused the front end of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) to strike the
rear of a 2005 Ford Freestar, which was stopped in front of the Jeep
Liberty (KJ) also preparing to turn left. A fire ensued in the Jeep
Liberty (KJ). The driver of the Honda Civic was charged with driving
under the influence and had a BAC of .239.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 3

FATALITIES 0

ANALYSIS Based on an inspection of the 2006 Jeep Liberty (KJ) and other
available information, including the police accident report and vehicle
photographs, Chrysler Group concludes that the impact of the Honda
Civic with the rear of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) occurred at a high rate of
speed. Chrysler Group does not have sufficient information to identify
a likely relative impact velocity but, based on the police accident
report that the Jeep Liberty (KJ) was stopped, the absence of any
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evidence of pre-impact braking by the Honda Civic driver and his
extreme intoxication, it is likely that the Honda Civic was travelling at
or greater than the posted speed limit of 35 mph. The interposition of
the Jeep Liberty (KJ) between the Honda Civic and the Ford Freestar
at impact likely increased the crash forces acting on the Jeep Liberty
(KJ). The inspection of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) revealed that the front
end of the Honda Civic likely travelled under the right-rear bumper of
the Jeep Liberty (KJ) causing the fuel tank to be crushed forward into
the rear axle housing resulting in the fuel tank rupture and fire.1 The
damage to the rear end of the Jeep Liberty (KJ) is depicted in the
photographs in Enclosure 3 Public, Bates page numbers 006011-
006012.

1 An inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in anticipation of litigation and the report is
being withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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