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the speed of the Orion bus at impact at 65 mph1 and witness
statements given to the investigating police office that the Orion bus
was moving with traffic in the other lanes. A news report released
after the accident stated that an on-board video on the Orion bus
showed it going 52 mph shortly before the accident occurred. The
force of the impact pushed the Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ) into a 2006
Chevrolet Equinox and the two vehicles travelled together
approximately 60 feet before coming to rest. The extremely severe,
high energy rear impact between the Orion bus and the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (WJ) likely lifted the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ)
off the ground, severely underriding it and crushing its lower rear
structure, including the fuel tank, suspension components, the rear
axle, the frame rails and the floor board, rupturing the fuel tank and
causing the fire.2 The extremely large mass of the Orion bus
(approximately 20,000 pounds) greatly increased the crash forces
acting on the Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ). The severe damage to the
rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ) is depicted in the photographs
in Enclosure 4 of PE10-031, Bates Nos. Chrysler – 001090-1092.

1 An interview was conducted at the request of counsel in connection with litigation and is being withheld
under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
2 An inspection was conducted at the request of counsel in connection with litigation and is being
withheld under a claim of attorney work-product privilege.
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