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MATTER # 1234168

FILE TYPE Notice

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

10/05/2012

DATE OF NOTICE 10/15/2012

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

1998 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ)

VIN 1J4GZ58S5WC

MILEAGE

OWNER

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On October 5, 2012, a 1998 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ), operated by
was travelling on I-81 South near Exit 310 in

Frederick County, Virginia. The posted speed limit at the site of the
accident was 70 mph. The Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) had stopped
behind a 2002 Chrysler PT Cruiser because of traffic congestion when
a 2007 Peterbilt tractor/trailer, operated by , struck
the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) at a high rate of speed. The
investigating police officer determined that the Peterbilt tractor/trailer
was travelling 65 mph immediately before the accident. The impact
caused the front of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) to strike the rear of
the Chrysler PT Cruiser. After the impact, the Jeep Grand Cherokee
(ZJ) travelled to the right, striking a guardrail and coming to rest on
the road shoulder. A fire ensued in the area of the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (ZJ).

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

Yes

INJURIES 1

FATALITIES 2

ANALYSIS The 1998 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) has not been inspected. Chrysler
Group has obtained a copy of the police accident report. The police
have not released additional documents or any photographs related to
the accident because of a pending homicide investigation. Based on
the available information, Chrysler Group concludes that the impact of
the Peterbilt tractor/trailer with the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee
(ZJ) occurred at a relative velocity in excess of 55-60 mph. This is
based on the determination of the investigating police officer that the
Peterbilt tractor/trailer was travelling 65 mph immediately prior to the

EA12-005- Chrysler -007460



impact. The police accident report reflects that the driver of the
Peterbilt tractor/trailer was cited for failure to maintain proper control.
The crash forces in this extremely severe, high-energy impact were
likely increased because of the extremely large mass of the Peterbilt
tractor/trailer. Because Chrysler Group has not inspected the Jeep
Grand Cherokee (ZJ), it is unable to confirm the rupture of the fuel
tank or the origin of the fire at the fuel tank.

EA12-005- Chrysler -007461



EA12-005- Chrysler -013188



EA12-005- Chrysler -013189



EA12-005- Chrysler -013190



EA12-005- Chrysler -013191



EA12-005- Chrysler -013192



EA12-005- Chrysler -013193



EA12-005- Chrysler -013194



EA12-005- Chrysler -013195



EA12-005- Chrysler -013196



EA12-005- Chrysler -013197



EA12-005- Chrysler -013198



EA12-005- Chrysler -013199



EA12-005- Chrysler -013200



EA12-005- Chrysler -013201



EA12-005- Chrysler -013202



EA12-005- Chrysler -013203



EA12-005- Chrysler -013204



EA12-005- Chrysler -013205



EA12-005- Chrysler -013206



EA12-005- Chrysler -013207



EA12-005- Chrysler -013208



EA12-005- Chrysler -013209



EA12-005- Chrysler -013210



EA12-005- Chrysler -013211



EA12-005- Chrysler -013212



EA12-005- Chrysler -013213



EA12-005- Chrysler -013214



EA12-005- Chrysler -013215



EA12-005- Chrysler -013216



EA12-005- Chrysler -013217



EA12-005- Chrysler -013218



EA12-005- Chrysler -013219



EA12-005- Chrysler -013220



EA12-005- Chrysler -013221



EA12-005- Chrysler -013222



EA12-005- Chrysler -013223



EA12-005- Chrysler -013224



EA12-005- Chrysler -013225



EA12-005- Chrysler -013226



EA12-005- Chrysler -013227



EA12-005- Chrysler -007462



EA12-005- Chrysler -007463



EA12-005- Chrysler -007464



EA12-005- Chrysler -007465



EA12-005- Chrysler -007466



EA12-005- Chrysler -007467



EA12-005- Chrysler -007468



MATTER # 1234168

FILE TYPE Notice

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

10/05/2012

DATE OF NOTICE 10/15/2012

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

1998 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ)

VIN 1J4GZ58S5WC

MILEAGE

OWNER

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On October 5, 2012, a 1998 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ), operated by
, was travelling on I-81 South near Exit 310 in

Frederick County, Virginia. The posted speed limit at the site of the
accident was 70 mph. The Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) had stopped
behind a 2002 Chrysler PT Cruiser because of traffic congestion when
a 2007 Peterbilt tractor/trailer, operated by , struck
the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) at a high rate of speed. The
investigating police officer determined that the Peterbilt tractor/trailer
was travelling 65 mph immediately before the accident. The impact
caused the front of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) to strike the rear of
the Chrysler PT Cruiser. After the impact, the Jeep Grand Cherokee
(ZJ) travelled to the right, striking a guardrail and coming to rest on
the road shoulder. A fire ensued in the area of the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (ZJ).

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

Yes

INJURIES 1

FATALITIES 2

ANALYSIS The 1998 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) has not been inspected. Chrysler
Group has obtained a copy of the police accident report. The police
have not released additional documents or any photographs related to
the accident because of a pending homicide investigation. Based on
the available information, Chrysler Group concludes that the impact of
the Peterbilt tractor/trailer with the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee
(ZJ) occurred at a relative velocity in excess of 55-60 mph. This is
based on the determination of the investigating police officer that the
Peterbilt tractor/trailer was travelling 65 mph immediately prior to the
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impact. The police accident report reflects that the driver of the
Peterbilt tractor/trailer was cited for failure to maintain proper control.
The crash forces in this extremely severe, high-energy impact were
likely increased because of the extremely large mass of the Peterbilt
tractor/trailer. Because Chrysler Group has not inspected the Jeep
Grand Cherokee (ZJ), it is unable to confirm the rupture of the fuel
tank or the origin of the fire at the fuel tank.
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